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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilizea world, between the 
oppressors and the onpressed of all countries, 
a struggle between the Capitalist and the La- 
borer, which grows in intensity from year to 
year, and will work disastrous results to the 
toiling millions if they are not combined for 
mutual protection and benefit; 

It therefore behooves the Representatives of 
the Trades and Labor Unions of America, in 
Convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and disseminate such principles among the me- 
chanics and laborers of our country as will per- 
manently unite them to secure the recognition 
of the rights to which they are justly entitled. 

We therefore declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization in 


America, organized under the trade union 
system. 
CONSTITUTION. 
ArTIcLE I.—NAME. 
This association shall be known as “The 


American Federation of Labor,’’ and shall con- 

sist of such Trade and Labor Unions as shall 
conform to its rules and regulations. 

ArTic.Le II. 

Section 1. 


OBJECTS. 

The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the organ- 
ization of Central Trade and Labor Unions in 
every city, and the further combination of such 
bodies into State, Territorial or Provincial or- 
ganizations, to secure legislation in the interest 
of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a strict 
recognition of the autonomy of each trade, and 
the promotion and advarcement of such bodies. 

Sec. 3. An American Federation of all Na- 
tional and International Trade Unions, to aid 
and assist each other; and, furthermore, to 
secure Metioeal Legislation in the interest of 
the working people, and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor of 
Organized Labor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor press 
of America. 





ArticLE III.—Convenrion. 

Section 1. The Convention of the Federa- 
tion shall meet annually at 10 A. M., on the 
second Monday in December, at such "place as 
the delegates have selected at the preceding 
Convention. 


Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention, 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 3. The 
ing of five members each, 
the President: 1st, Credentials; 2d, Rules and 
Order of Business; 3d, Report of President; 
oth, Report of Secretary; 5th, Resolutions; 
6th, Laws; 7th, Organization; 8th, Labels and 
Boycotts; 9th, Grievances; oth, Local or 
Federated bodies. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall direct 
the Presidents or Chief Executive Officers of 

National or International Unions at least 

ys previous to the holding of the An- 
nual Convention, to appoint one delegate each 
from their respective delegations elect who shall 
compose an auditing committee, and this com- 
mittee shall meet at the place for holding the 
convention three days prior to the convention, 
and they shall audit the accounts of the Fed- 
eration for the preceding twelve months. The 
expenses of said committee shall be paid out 
of the funds of the Federation. 

Sec. 5. All resolutions of a general charac- 
ter, or propositions for changes in this Con- 
stitution, may be sent by delegates-elect or the 
officers of affiliated organizations to the Secre- 
tary of the A. F. of L. at least two weeks pre- 
vious to the assembling of conventions; the 
Secretary shall have the same compiled and 
printed as a program of business and mailed to 
each delegate-elect. 


following committees, consist- 
shall be appointed by 





ArTICLE 1V.—REPRESENTATION. 

Section 1. The basis of representation in the 
Convention shall be: From National or In- 
ternational Unions, for less than four thousand 
members, one delegate; four thousand or more, 
two delegates; eight thousand or more, three 
delegates; sixteen thousand or more, four 
delegates: thirty-two thousand or more, five 
delegates; and so on; and from each Local or 
District Trade organization or federated body, 
not connected with, or having a National or 
International head, affiliated with this Kedera 
tion, one delegate. The delegates shall be 
elected at least two weeks previous to the An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L., and the 
names of such delegates shall be forwarded to 
the Secretary of this body immediately after 
their election. 

Sec. 2. Questions may be desided by divi- 
sion or a show of hands, but if a call of the 
roll is demanded by one-tenth of the delegates 
present, each delegate shall cast one vote for 
every one hundred members, or major fraction 
thereof, he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall be allowed more than one vote. 
The Secretary shall prepare for use of the con- 
vention printed poll lists, containing the num- 
ber of votes the delegates from National and 

















International Unions are entitled to, based 
upon the last reports made to the office of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International organization § con- 
nected with the Federation, shall be allowed 
representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion or any Central body or National or In- 
ternational Union connected with the A. F. 
of L. under penalty ot suspension of the body 
violating this section. 

Sec. 4. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has ap- 
plied for and obtained a certificate of affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the Conven- 
tion, from the President of the Federation. But 
no person shall be recognized as a delegate 
who is not a member in good standing of the 
organization he is elected to represent. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union or any 
other Central body of delegates shall admit to 
their councils delegates from any local organi- 
zation that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, National or International, hostile to any 
affiliated organization, or that has been sus- 
pended or expelled by a National or Interna- 
tional organization of their trade, under pen- 
alty of being denied representation in the 
General Conventions of this Federation. It 
shall be the duty of all National and Interna- 
tional Unions affiliated with the A. F. of 
to instruct their Local Unions to join char- 
tered Central Labor Unions in their vicinity, 
where such exist. Similar instructions shall be 
given by the A. F. of L. to all Federal Labor 
Unions under its jurisdiction. 

Sec. 6. When a Local, National or Interna- 
tional Trade Union shall send to a Convention 
a delegate who 1s not a bona-fide crafts man of 
the trade he represents on the face of his cre- 
dential, said Union shall also send a statement 
to that effect to the Convention, stating the fact 
and giving reasons therefor. 


ArTICLE V.—OFFICER. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, four Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the Convention, who shall constitute 
an Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. Should a vacancy in the office of 
President occur between the annual meetings 
of the Federation, such vacancy shall be filled 
by election by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 3. The President and Secretary shall be 
members of the succeeding Convention in case 
they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 4. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 5. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire on 
the first day of January succeeding the Con- 
vention. 


ArTIcLE VI.—DutTIEs oF OFFICERS. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all General Conventions; to 
take general supervision of the Federation 
throughout its jurisdiction; to publish a quar- 
terly circular on January 31, April 30, July 31 
and October 31, of each year; to sign all offi- 
cial documents; to travel, with the consent of 
the Executive Council, whenever required, in 
the interests of the Federation; to submit to 
the Secretary, at the end of each month, an 
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itemized account of all moneys, traveling and 
incidental, expended by him in the interest of 
the Federation; and at the end of his term of 
office he shall report his acts and doings to 
the annual convention of the Federation. The 
President, if not a delegate, shall have the 
casting vote in case of a tie, but shall not vote 
at other times. He shall be required to devote 
all his time to the interests of the Federation. 
He shall call meetings of the Executive Coun- 
cil, when necessary, and shall preside over all 
their deliberations, and he shall receive for his 
services such sum as the annual Conventions 
may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. z. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of President by death, resignation or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties of 
the President until his successor is elected. In 
the event ot such a vacancy in said office, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary to issue 
within six days from the date of such vacancy 
a call tor a meeting of the Executive Council 
at the nueadquarters of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for the purpose of electing a 
President to fill said vacancy. 

Sec. 3. “The duties of the Secretary shall be 
to take charge ot all books, papers and effects 
of the general office; to conduct the corre- 
spondence pertaining to his office; to furnish 
the elective officers with the necessary station- 
ery; to convene and act as Secretary of the 
annual Convention, and furnish to the Com- 
mittee on Credentials at each Convention a 
statement of the financial standing of each 
affliated body with the Federation; to keep all 
letters, documents, accounts, etc., in such man- 
ner as the annual Convention may direct; to 
receive and collect all moneys due the Fedexa- 
tion, and to pay them to the Treasurer taking 
his receipt therefor; Provided, that he may re- 
tain in his hands a sum not exceeding $250, for 
current expenses, which money shall only be 
paid out on the anproval of the President; to 
submit to the Finance Committee, for their in- 
spection, vouchers for all moneys expended; 
to close all accounts of the Federation on Oc- 
tober 31 of each year, and all mioneys received 
or pF Moa after said date shall not be re- 
ported in the general balance account of. the 
ensuing convention; to publish a financial re- 
port in the quarterly circular, and send ten 
copies to each affiliated body, and such addi- 
tional number of copies as may be ordered and 
paid for by any organization connected with 
the Federation. His office shall be located in 
the same office with that of the President. He 
shall give a bond of $1,000 for the faithful 
performance of his duties, and for his services 
he shall receive such sum as the annual Con- 
ventions may determine, payable weekly 

Sec. 4. The Treasurer shall receive and take 
charge of all moneys, property and security of 
the Federation delivered to him by the Secre- 
tary. He shall deposit all moneys ‘belonging to 
the Federation in bank, in his name as Treas- 
urer of the American Federation of Labor; 
and before any moneys thus deposited can be 
drawn, each check shall be signed by him as 
Treasurer. He shall pay, through the Secre- 
tary, all warrants regularly drawn on_ him, 
signed by the President and countersigned by 
the Secretary, as required by this Constitution, 
and none others. He shall submit to the an- 
nual Convention a complete statement of all 
receipts and disbursements during his term_of 
office, and at the expiration of his term of office 
he shall deliver up to his successor all moneys, 
securities, books and papers of the Federation 
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formance of his duties he shall give a bond in 
such sum as the Executive Council may deter- 
mine. The annual salary of the Treasurer 
under his control, and for the faithful per- 
shall be $100. 

Sec. 5. All books and financial accounts 
shall, at all times, be open to the inspection of 
the President and Executive Council. 

ArticLe VII.—ExecutiveE Council. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive Council to watch legislative measures 
directly affecting the interests of working peo- 
ple, and to initiate, whenever necessary, such 
legislative action as the Convention may direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use ev- 
ery possible means to organize new National 
or International Trade and Labor Unions, and 
to organize Local Trade and Labor Unions and 
connect them with the Federation until such 
time as there are a sufficient number to form 
a National or International Union, — it 
shall be the duty of the President of the Fed- 
eration to see that such organization is formed. 
When a National or International Union has 
been formed the President shall notify all Local 
Unions of that trade to affiliate with such Na- 
tional or International Union, and unless said 
notification be complied with within three 
months, their charter shall be revoked. The 
Executive Council shall also prepare and pre- 
sent to the Convention in printed form a con- 
cise statement of the details leading up to ap- 
proved and pending boycotts, and no endorse- 
ment for a boycott shall be considered by the 
Convention except it has been so reporte: 1 upon 
by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 3. While we recognize the right of each 
trade to manage its own affairs, it shall be the 
duty of the Executive Council to secure the 
unification of all labor organizations, so far as 
to assist each other in any trade dispute. 












ArticLe VIII.—Strikes anp Lockours. 


Section 1. In case any National or Intex- 
national or Local body affliated with this Fed- 
eration shall order a strike, or are locked out, 
and by reason of financial distress it shall be 
necessary for it to call upon the Federation for 
aid, the ecutive Council, if they deem that 
such organization is entitled to receive such as- 
shall make an assessment, not ex- 
ding 2 cents per member per week, upon 
every other National, International and Local 
body so affiliated with the Federation. Such 
assessment shall remain in force for a period 
not exceeding five continuous weeks, unless 
otherwise ordered by a general vote of all Na- 
tional and International Unions affiliateds 

Sec. 2. Any National or International or- 
ganization, or other body connected with this 
Federation, failing to comply with the require- 
ments of Sec. 1 of this Article, within a period 
of thirty days, shall be suspended, and _ shall 
not be reinstated until all arrearages are paid 
in full. 

Sec. 3. Accompanying a call for an assess- 
ment shall be a circular from the President of 
the Federation, giving a detailed account of 
the strike or lockout. 

Sec. 4. No affiliated body of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be entitled to benefit 
from the strike fund of the Federation until 
they have been six months affiliated, have paid 
six months per capita tax to the Federation, and 
are in good standing. 
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ArTICLE 1X.—REVENUE. 

Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived as follows: From _ Interna- 
tional or National Trade Unions, a per capita 
tax of one-fourth of one cent per member per 
month; from Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Unions, one cent per member per month; and 
from Central Labor Unions of City and State 
Federated bodies, $6.25 every three months. 
All moneys shall’ be payable to the Secretary 
of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seat in this Federation unless the tax of their 


organization, as provided for in Section 1 of 
this Article, has been paid in full. 
Sec. 3. Any organization, affiliated with this 


Federation, not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month, shall be notified 
of the fact by the Secretary of the Federation, 
and if at the end of three months it is still in 
arrears, it shall become suspended from mem- 
bership in the Federation, and can only be re- 
instated by vote of the Convention, when such 
arrearages are paid in full. 

Sec. Vhenever the revenue of the Fed- 
eration shall warrant such action, the Execu- 
tive Council shall authorize the sending out 
of Trade Union speakers, from place to place, 
in the interests of the Federation. 

Sec. 5. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or speak 
ers engaged by them shall be $3.50 per day 
and traveling and hotel expenses. 








ARTICLE X.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section 1. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not in 
conflict with this Constitution or the Consti- 
tution of affiliated Unions, and shall report ac- 
cordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, by 
and with the consent of the Executive Coun- 
cil, to all National and International Unions 
and Local bodies affiliated with this Federation. 

Sec. 3. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade or call- 
ing is not organized and are not members of 
any body affiliated with this Federation, who 
will subscribe to this Constitution, shall have 
the power to form a Local body, to be known 
as a ‘‘Federal Labor Union,” and they shall 
hold regular meetings for the purpose o 
strengthening and advancing the Trades Union 
movement, and shall have the power to make 
their own rules in conformity with this Con 
stitution, and shall be granted local certifi- 
cate by the President of this Federation; pro- 
vided the request for a certificate be endorsed 
by the nearest I,ocal or National Trades Union 
officials connected with this Federation. 

Sec. 4. ‘The certificate fee for affiliated bqd- 
ies shall be $5, payable to the Secretary of the 
Federation, and which shall accompany the ap- 
plication. 

Sec. 5. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city, belonging to the National 
or International Union, affliated with this Fed- 
eration, they may organize a Trades Assembly 
or Central Labor Union, or join such body, 1 
already in existence. 

Sec. 6. The Executive Council and Local 

al Labor Unions, shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as Local Un- 
ions to National or International Unions the 
o1ganizations in their vicinity; to aid the 
formation of National or International Unions 











where none exist, and to organize as Federal 
Labor Unions where the number of craftsmen 
preclude other forms of organization. 

Sec. 7. The A. F. of L. shall refer all ap- 
plications tor charters from Local Unions or 
Federal Labor Unions from a vicinity where a 
chartered Central Labor Union exists to that 
body for investigation and approval. 

Sec. 8. Charters shall not be granted by 
State Federations of Labor, that power to be 
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vested solely in the Executive Council of the 

*, of L. and the Executive Officers of 
National and International Unions affiliated 
therewith. 


ArTICLE XI.—AMENDMENTs. 
This Constitution can be amended or altered 
only at a revular session of the Convention, 
and to do so it shall require a two-thirds vote. 


NAaMs#3 AND ADDRE3SES OF D&LEGATRS ATTENDING THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, THE NAMES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS, THE NUMBER 
OF UNIONS REPR#SENTED, AND THE NUMBER OF VOTES EACH DELEGATE IS ENTITLED TO. 


NUMBER 





NUMBER “ 
? “ ' | OF VOTES NAME3 AND ADDRESSES 
NAME OF ORGANIZATION. prin yg FOR EACH OF DELEGATES. 
i DELEGATE 
EE. cca sebbiknees ees abeunecnen 1 50 Henry Weismann, 34 E, 3d street, New 
” oat City, N. Y. 
Barbers,Journeym’n,Internat. 1 17 .M. Vanhorn. 300 West Walnut St., 
“a Moines, Iowa. 
Boot and Shoe Workers........ 1 41 H. J. Skeffington, 325 Wushington 
street, soston, Mass. 
Brass Workers (Bro. herhoo@). 1 12 Wm. Anderson, 1402 Dodier street, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Brewery Workmen...........-+- 1 80 Chas. F. Bechtold, 404 Market St., St. 
Louis, Mo. 
Broom Makers, Internat.Union 1 2 C. J. Anderson, 409 Amria St., St. Louis 
Carpenters and Joiners 
(Brothernood) ..... 2... 2-5 eee 4 90 { P. J. McGuire, Box 884, Phila. Pa 
90 ] Jas. J Linehan, Randa- -McNally build: 
} ing, Chicago. Ill. 
90 R. C. Longsdon, 4049 Ashiand Place, 
| St. Louis, Mo . 
. L. R. Carl, 12. Wall St ,Auburn,N.Y. 
pyc terri Remon Joiners ae 1 2) John Smith, 34! Swan St., Chicago, I). 
ge oS he perpen 1 10 H. Dopheide, 407 Sedgwick St., Chi- 
‘ ag, teen Toa aad cago, Ill. 
Cigarmakers’ International 4 68 (J. M. Barnes.617 Callowhill St., Phil- 
ee adelphia, Pa, 
68 John C. Dernell, Room 39 Commerce 
{ _bid., Chicago, . 
67 Samuel Gompers, 14 Clinton Place, 
: | New York City 
68 ( W.Neuroth, 1018 18th St.,Denver oo. 
; es . M i ash, Yorkshi tel, Chi- 
Clerks’ (Retail!) Nat'l Associat'n 2 21 ee Yorkshire Hote ' 
20 A. Loenburg, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Coopers International Union.. 1 “U Geo. A. Marthaler, Whiting, Ind. 
gt roe ol National ‘ “ Henry Miller, 13 Emilis bld., St. Louis, 
j va setee sees enes ae § a. 
Furniture Workers’ Inter- 1 35 George Guntner, 699 Washington St., 
MAEIORAL TIRIOR <0... 60.6 vveccccee 35 Boston, Mass. n ; 
‘ ox Chas. F. Reichers. 28 Lafayette 
Garment Workers.............. 2 25 lace. tee York Clty. y 
ox ‘CC, G. Aalborg, 749 Carroll St., Chi- 
ssi | cago, Il. 

Class Workers (Flint) 1 73 P. J. Kelly, 260 Fulton St., Butler, Pa. 
Hotel and Restaurant Em- 1 P or 48 Monroe S hi- 
ployees’ National Alliance.... 1 29 eo iL oy, - al Mey : 

2 151 azee St., Den- 
Horse Shoers (Jour.eymen) .. 1 20 Myer, Col eck 
‘ ‘ entine, ak St., 
Iron Moldeis Union of America 3 52 | go a cong Cal. % 
52 , Martin Fox, Box 388, Cincinnati. O. 
° | R. H. Metcalf, 166 Edward St., Cleve- 
wy L land, O. 
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NAME OF ORGANIZATIUN 


NUMBER 
OF DELE- 
GATES. 





Iron and Steel Workers......... 


Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice 
Workers’ International Union 
Lasters’ Protective Union..... 


Laundry Workers’ Union 6254.. 
Longshoremen’s Nat. Assoc’t'n 
Mine Workers (United)......... 


Machinists’ Internat’l Union.. 


Painters and Decorators....... 


Quarrymen’s National Union.. 
Railway(Street)Employes'N.A 


Seamen's National Union...... 


Spinners (Cotton Mule).......... 


Tailors (Journeymen).... 


Tanners and Curriers, United 
Brotherhood of America..... 


Tile Layers’ National Union... 


Typographical Internat. Union 


Typographia (German-Amer.). 
Varnishers (Hardw'd & Piano) 


Woodworkers (Machine)....... 


State Branch (Illinois).. .. 

Fed. of Labor (Baitimore, Ma ) 

Federated Trades Council 
(Milwaukee, Wis.)...... ...... 

Federated Trades Assembly 
(Duluth, Minn.).. 

Trade and Labor Council (De 
troit, Mich.) . 

Trade and Labor Council (Osh- 
kosh, Wis.).. . 

Trade and Libor ‘Assembly 
BL Oe |S area 

Trades veaenenin heapdetingirnmenn 
Ala.).. 


Trades Council (Paducah, Ky.) 
Trades Assembly (Pueblo, Col.) 





wom 


no 





NUMBER 
OF VOTES 
FOR EACH 
DELEGATE 


34 
33 
33 
26 
38 
37 
1 

20 
49 
49 
48 


48 
7 


40 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF 
DELEGATES. 





(Wm. A. Carney, 2832 Carey Alley 

j _ (s. 8,), Pittsburg, Pa 

} James Brettell. Mingo Junction, O. 

| Wm. Hughes, Box 648, Muncie, Ind. 

F. A. Pouchot,5234 S: ate St. Chicago, [il 

(Wm. H. Marden, 640 Atlantic Ave., 

} _ Boston, Mass. 

} Ed. C. Smith, 620 Atlantic Ave , B: s- 

|. ton, Mass. 

Ida B. Keys, 142 Virginia Ave., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Dan Keefe, 2958 Lowe ave,Chicago, Il. 

( John McBride, Massillon, Ohio. 

| P. H. Penna, Linton, Ind. 

4 Chas, Call, Lock Box 155, New Straits- 

| ville. Ohio. 

LC. Miller, Massillon, Ohio. 

Thos. J. Morgan, 6239 Madison Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 


{James Glackin, 175 Sebor St., Chi- 
j _ cago, Ill. 
\J. W. McKinney, 80 Morgan St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


John J. Byron, Quincy, Mass. 

W. D. Mahon, 675 Kast Livingston 
Ave., Columbus, Ohio. 

{ A. Fureseth, S.W. cor.East and Mis- 
| sion Sts., San Francisco, Cal: 

) Richard Powers, 47 West Lake St., 
\ Chicago, I11. 


| T.J.Elderkin,i7 West Lake st., Chi- 
\ cago, IL 

Samuel Koss, Box 367, New Bedford, 
Mass. 


{John B. Lennon, Box 30, Station D., 

}) New York City. 

| > Jensen, 394 Hc mer St , Chicago, 

1 

John E. Coughlin, 640 Island Ave., Mil- 
waukee. Wis 

James J Daly, 154 East 85th St., Nuw 
York City. 

(Wm. B. Prescott, 59 Vance Block, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

| W.J.Miller, 61 Court St. Boston,Mass. 

} Hy. Dorsey, 194 Main St , Dallas,Tex. 
Cc, L. Drummond, 358 East Washing- 

{ ton St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

A. Belz, 24 "Bellevue Pl., Chicago, Ill. 

P. J.Grimes, 88 South Sansames St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

John Green, 3846 
Louis, Mo. 

George Gear, 522 29th St., Chicago, Ill. 

James Duncan, 748 McHenry St., Bal- 
timore. Md. 

F. J.Weber, 905 10th St. Milwaukee, Wis 


Lincoln Ave., St. 


Maurice Griffin, Duluth, Minn. 

James H. Dunn, 243 Orlean St., De- 
troit, Mich. 

Chas. Scheel, Oshkosh, Wis. 


Thos. J. Griffin, 
Chicago. Ill. 
Jere Dennis, care Labor Advocate, 

Birmingham, Ala. 
P. Smith, 9/7 Jackson St Paducah, Ky. 
A. P. Morris, Pueblo, Col. 


76 Laundale Ave., 

















NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 








NUMBER 
NAME OF ORGANIZATION OF DELE 
GATES. 
Central Labor Council (San 
Francisco, Cal.). 1 
Trades and Labor Assembly 
(Denver Col.). 1 
Trade and Labor Unions (St. 
RE Ds cocbes.cervccsennases 1 
Central Labor Union, (Boston, 
SS ar ee 1 
Central Labor Union (Cleve- 
eT ere 1 
Central LaborUnion(Toledo,O.) 1 
Track Makers’ Union No. 4907.. 1 
Theatrical Stage Employes’ 
SS reece 1 
Horse Nail Workers’ Union No. : 
eee 
Horse Shoers’ Union No. 5755.. 1 
Packers and Nailers’ Protec- 
tive Union No. 6152............ 1 
Federal Labor Union No. 5599.. 1 
Federal Labor Union No. 5779.. 1 
Piano Tuners’ Prot. Union No 
Pom or 1 
Tobacco Pressmen Helpers’ 
ae eee 1 
Woolen Operatives’ Union No. 
Ry Sire 1 
101d Gilders’ Union No. 5768.... 1 
Federal Labor Union No. 3873.. 1 
Musicians’ Prot. Union No. 6061 1 
ag ” aancmesnemesiel Union 
No. 6 1 
Musicians” Mutual Benevolent 
Association No. 5579. 1 
Musicians’ Prot. Union No. 5819 1 
Teamsters’ Prot. Union No. 6145 1 
Sash. Door and Biind Workers’ 
WRROR WO. BIB0...0.005 cvecesccces 1 








NUMBER 
oF VOTES 
FOR EACH 
DELEGATE 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
OF DELEGATES. 





M. McGlynn, 
cisco, Cal. 


724 Broadway, San Fran- 


Hamilton Armstrong, Denver, Col. 


Philip A. Hofher, 1213 Howard St., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Frank - vagal 73 Hudson St., Bos- 
ton, Ma 

Robt. Baniow, 113 Chaplain St., Cleve- 


{and, O. 

M. B. McCarthy, 901 Buckeye St., To- 
ledo, O. 

Frank K. F en 134 Harrison Ave., 
Boston, Mas 

Lee M. Hart, | 20 West Washington SL., 
Chicago. Ill. 

James A. Tracy, 14 South Prospect 
St., Hartford, Conn. 

M. J. Dixon, 396 Barome St., New Or- 
Jeans, La. 

A. O. Lien, Box 413 Superior Wis. 

Samuel A. Dabney, Clarkville, Tenn. 

Wm. M. Frizzell, Gallipolis, O. 


E. Loefier, Nashville, Tenn. 
W.Nolan, 2239 WarrenSt. St. Louis,Mo. 


Chas. Chadwick, North Diamond St., 
Jacksonville, Ill. 
Thos. Glendining, 
Hotel, Chicago, I1l. 

Thos. H. Looby, 6 Bromley Park, Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

E. A. Drach, 820 Grace St., Chicago, III. 


Room 4, Kinzie 


Jerome Jones, Stevenson and Wet- 
more Sts., Nashville, Tenn. 
Emuel Boulanger. St. Louis, Mo. 
Wm. E. Lee, 712 Wyandotte Str., 
sas City, Mo 

M. J. Carmody, 229 West 16th St., Chi- 
cago. Ill. 
Frank Klestil, 


Kan 


2001 Parnell Ave., Chi- 





cago. Ll 


The list above shows 95 delegates present. representing 72 organizations. 38 National and 


International, 





3 Federal labor unions, 15 local unions, 1 State branch, and 15 Central budies. 











THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1893 


Report of Proceedings. 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session. 


Council Chamber, 
Chicago, Ill., Dec. 11, 1893. 
A. M. by 


Evans occupied 


Convention called to order at 10 
President Gompers, and Chris. 
his seat as Secretary. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. 
McGrath, President of the Chicago 
Labor Assembly. 

Mr. McGrath welcomed the 
Chicago in a few well chosen words. 


John J. 


Trade and 


delegates to 


President Commit- 
Credentials as follows: P. H. Penna, 
Metcalf, Samuel Ross, Wm. Anderson, 
L. M. Hart As secretary, P. J. 
Maas, of the 
senger, J. J. 


Gompers announced the 
tee on 
R.. Hi. 
assistant 
Union; as mes- 
Makers. 
President Gompers introduced Wm. C. 

who welcomed the delegates on behalf of 
Trade and Labor 
address was delivered amid enthusiastic cheers. 


Typographical 
Lynch, of the Cigar 
Pom- 
eroy, 


the Chicago Assembly. The 


M. H. Madden, President of the Illinois 
State Federation of Labor, extended a hearty 
welcome to the delegates, alluded to the army 


of unemployed, expressed hope that the Fed- 
action to alleviate the dis- 
tress, Federation of the 
sympathy of all wage-workers, and hoped suc- 
cess would attend the work of the convention. 


eration would take 


assured the warm 


President Gompers responded on behalf of 
the Federation, as follows: 


On behalf of the organized army of discon- 
tent, we accept your welcome so eloquently 
and humanely extended. The path of the 
progress of organized labor has been strewn 
with the unmarked graves of heroes and hero- 
ines. From time immemorial the producer has 
borne the burden. Through the dark ages of 


man’s development to the present day organ- 
ized labor stands for hope, humanity, and pro- 
xress. ‘o it credit is due that we today see 
clearer the wrongs and injustice which prevail. 
It voices the hopes of the future and calls to 
account those responsible for the present. Last 
night I walked through the corridors of the 
City Hall and saw hundreds of men lying on 
the stone flooring, on the iron steps, and some 
— standing up—all men in enforced idle- 
Those responsible for these conditions 
pane take warning. They are sleeping in 
false security. 

The men responsible for these things, who 
send out their protests, in which we join, 
against the bomb in Barcelona, against the 
bomb in Paris, and against the assassin’s bul- 
let in Chicago must understand that they must 
concede to the solution of the problem that 
organized labor presents or they will be con- 
fronted with the guerilla warfare to which I 
have alluded. Organized lalor presents a solu- 
tion of these problems. I appeal to those re- 
sponsible men because the responsibility is 
resting on their shoulders. If they oppose or- 
ganized labor in its solution of these questions, 
the people, without assembling, unbridled, un- 
answerable, and irresponsible, may—but who 
can fortell what dangers may confront the hu- 
man family? If, on the other hand, those re- 
sponsible for these conditions will take the ad- 
vice of the friends of humanity before it is too 
late, conditions may be reversed, and a_pros- 
perous and just and human condition rein- 
stated. 

Delegates, I bid you welcome. 
spirit that will move you. 
free forum, where every 
free to express his or her 
freest forum in the world. 
welcome. 


Committee on Credentials retired in order to 
examine the credentials of delegates. 








I know the 

Here you have a 
man and woman is 
feeling. It is the 
Again I bid you 


President Gompers announced that contests 
if any parties 
making the same should see chairman of Com- 
mittee and arrange time for hearing. 


or protests -were to be made, 
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Moved by Delegate 
last convention prevail. 


Carney, that rules of 
Objected to by Delegate Powers. 


motion out of 
raised. 


Chair ruled Delegate Carney’s 
order, owing to objection being 
Moved by Delegate 
be taken for one hour. 


McGuire, that a recess 


[1893 


Amended by Delegate Lennon to adjourn to 
P. M. 


Original motion withdrawn. 


~ 


Amendment carried. 


Adjourned to meet at 1 P. M. 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order 


Gompers at 1 P. M. 


by President 


Roll of officers called, and the following ab- 
sentees noted: 

P. J. McGuire, 1st Vice-President, 
Carney, 2d Vice-President. 


Wm. 


Report of Committee on Credentials called 
for. 

Committee stated that they would be ready 
to report in a short time. 
that the rules of 
the last convention be the rules of this con- 
vention until others are adopted. 

Carried unanimously. 


Delegate Powers moved 


Credentials re- 
time. 


Chairman of Committee on 
ports progress and asks further 

Moved by Delegate Lennon to take a recess 
for one hour, then committee to report on all 
uncontested delegates. 

Carried. 

Convention again resumed business at 2:15, 
with President Gompers in the chair. 

Report of Committee on Credentials called 
for. 


See list of delegates on pages 6, 7 and 8. 


Chairman Penna reported favorably on dele- 
gates as per list, and on Painters and Decora- 
tors’ Local Union No. 191, having sent in two 
credentials upon which we report unfavorably, 
ise of its affiliation with the national or- 
ganization of painters and_ decorators, and 
hence are already represented here. 

Anti-Contract Convict Labor League submit 
two credentials, with the explanation that it 
does not expect a vote in this body, but desires 
a hearing. 

The protest or dispute between Baltimore’s 
Federation of Labor and Musical Protective 
Union 6061, would et reported on later. 

H. PENNA, ce 
R H. METC ALI 
SAMUEL ROSS, 

WM. ANDERSON, 
L. M. HART, 








Committee. 
Delegate Barnes asked if the Committee on 
Credentials considered Article IV, Section 6, 
in making their report. 


- 

Delegate Penna, chairman of committee, an- 
swered yes, and if there was any specific case, 
to name it. 

Moved by Delegate Lennon, that the report 
be received and approved and delegates seated. 

Adopted unanimously. 

Moved by Delegate 
pointments of Mr. P. J. 
retary, and J. J. 
firmed. 

Adopted. 


Pomeroy, that the ap- 
Maas, as assistant sec- 


Lynch, as messenger, be con- 


The Secretary then read the 
munication: 


following com- 


; Terre Haute, Ind., Dec. 11, 1893. 
Samuel Gompers, Pres’t. American Federation 
of Labor, City Hall: 


The American Railway Union sends greet- 
ings cordial and fraternal to the American 
Federation of Labor and hopes its deliberations 
may be harmonious and fruitful of great good 
to the great cause it cogcoerete. 

EUGENE V. DEBS. 


Moved that it be received, placed on file and 
spread on the minutes. : 
Adopted. 


The following communication was read and 
approved from the National Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employes 


Chicago, Dec. 11, 1893. 
Mr. Chris Evans, Secretary A. F. of L. 

Dear Sir:—Would you kindly bt this to 
the convention in order that they, while pa- 
tronizing the various theatres and opera houses 
in Chicago, do not purchase seats or enter the 
following four theatres: The Columbia, Hay- 
market, Havlin’s and Windsor. The managers 
of these four theatres not alone refuse to give 
organized labor a living scale of wages but are 
also of that class of human vampires who try 
by legal means to place organized labor in jail 
and thus prevent any fair means of adjusting 
our differences. 

Trusting our brothers will not patronize these 
unfair theatres, I am fraternally yours, 

L. M. HART 

President Chicago Local No. 2, I. B. T. S. E. 

The reading of officers’ reports being in or- 
der, Delegate McGuire was called to the chair 
and the reports of President Gompers, Secre- 
tary Evans and Treasurer J. B. Lennon were 
read and referred to the proper committees. 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 
To the Delegates to the Thirteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Workers:—As the representatives of that great body of workers who produce the 
wealth of our country, and who recognize that man’s destiny is to be something more than to be 
mere adjuncts to machines, beasts of burden; as representatives of the bone and sinew of our 
land, as men who know their rights, who dare proclaim, maintain and defend them, I extend to 
you a fraternal greeting to this convention. 

Here in the Queen City, the great metropolis of the West, where the inspiring breezes of the 
great lake nerve man to deeds sublime, to reach unheard of and unseen realms of grandeur. 
Where even now may be seen the passing away of a scene, before which the whole world stood 
entranced and involuntarily exclaimed, Chicago, thy name is Wonder! Here in the fading 
shadow of the colossal, magnificent ‘‘W hite City,” where the genius and noble handicraft of man 
reared the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, surpassing in reality the flights of fancy and 
the poet’s dream, here, may we, representatives of those who made this wondrous project and 
achievement possible, not take counsel with each other and determine upon such action that shall 
forever obliterate the dark shades, the injustice and the cruel wrongs perpetrated on the toiling 
masses, the wealth producers of America? 

The existence of our organizations and our convention supply the answer. It is written so 
indelibly that ‘all who run may read,” that the day of injustice to labor must soon draw to a 
close. The path of labor’s struggle for justice is strewn with the bodies of heroes whose memo- 
ries are forgotton, whose names are unknown and whose praises are unsung. Let the ties which 
bind us to the past, let the interests which demand our watchfulness of the present, let the nobil- 
ity of our aspirations for justice, truth, liberty, honor and a grander development of the human 
family of the future, be the guiding stars to our actions at this convention. 








INDUSTRIAL DEPRESSION. 


Since August of this year we have been in the greatest industrial depression this country has 
ever experienced. It is no exaggeration to say that more than three millions of our fellow toilers 
throughout the country are without employment and have been so since the time named. This 
lamentable industrial condition is attributed by many to various causes, and it seems to me that 
the accurate statement of them here is both requisite and appropriate, so that we may be better 
enabled to so frame our legislation that it may tend to a proper solution of the problem dependent 
upon the wage-workers for solution. 

From the time industry began to emerge from the panic of 1873-79, there began the introduc- 
tion of vastly improved machinery, tools and methods of production: The inventions in electricity, 
the general application of this force as well as steam to industry was indeed ‘‘displacing labor 
faster than new industries could be founded.” Production, production, production, faster, greater, 
was the impulse, the thought and motive of the capitalist class. That in the end the great body. of 
workers comprise those who must of necessity consume the production was given no consideration 
whatever by our “Captains of Industry.” As a result, the great storehouses are —— with the 
very articles required by the people, without their abillty—or rather their opportunity to obtain— 
consume—them. Does it require more than ordinary observation to discern that from conditioys 
so abnormal and abominable industrial stagnation must ensue? We, the representatives of the or- 
ganized toiling masses of our country, offered the only reasonable, practical and tangible solution 
to meet the changed conditions of industry. 

In the circular call for this convention I took occasion to say: 

“Never in the history of the world has so large a number of people vainly sought for an 
opportunity to earn a livelihood and contribute to the support of their fellows. In a society where 
such abnormal conditions prevail there must of necessity be something wrong at the basic founda- 
tion, and it requires but little study to come to the conclusion that the ownership and control of 
the wealth, of the means of production, by private corporations which have no human sympathy 
or apparent responsibility, is the cause of the ills and wrongs borne by the human family. 

“The right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness should be a guarantee that employment, 
remunerative, safe and healthful, is accorded to all. Wherever these rights and guarantees are 
denied, it becomes those devoted to the interests of the people and the progress of our race to take 
such action as will necessarily make these declarations actualities and not meaningless phré ases.’ 

The Federation early foresaw the great difficulty which confronted the people, and in 1884 de- 
clared for the movement to 











REDUCE THE HOURS OF LABOR. 


It is unnecessary to repeat the lamentable incident which frustrated the eight-hours movement 
of 1886. But in 1890, true to its mission, the American Federation of Labor resolved to engage 
in the movement to gradually enforce the eight-hour work day in which we were partially suc- 
cessful. Had we been met by less antagonism of the capitalist class and by those who should have 
been our friends it is safe to say that the panic of 1893 would have been averted, deferred and 
certainly less intense. 

The only method by which a practical, just and safe equilibrium ¢an be maintained in the in- 
dustrial world for the fast and ever increasing introduction of machinery, is a commensurate re- 
duction of the hours of labor. I am very sure that if the employers were to substitute a division 
of the work required, among a// their workers, instead of the discharge of a number, we would 
much sooner emerge from the present industrial and commercial stagnation. 








THE EFFECT UPON LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 


There can be no question but what the present industrial conditions have had and are having 
a deleterious effect upon the organizations of labor and that in many instances losses in member- 








| 
| 
} 
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ship have occurred, particularly in such organizations of recent origin or which have failed 
time of peace to prepare for war” by providing themselves with funds by which such eras as the 
present are tided safely over. In most, if not all, of the older organizations and those which have 
well filled treasuries no loss of membership has occurred; on the contrary, several report that a 
constant increase is taking place. 

It is noteworthy, that while in every previous industrial crisis the trade unions were literally 
mowed down and swept out of existence, the unions now in existence have manifested, not only 
the powers of resistance, but of stability and permanency. This fact in itself is the best answer 
to all trade union antagonists, carping critics and sophists. 

In several reports made to previous conventions of the Federation, attention was called to the 
necessity of the unions, in order to be of practical benefit at all times, and under all circumstances, 
to inaugurate a system of high dues from, and extending the benefits to their members. It cannot 
be successfully disputed that these features, whenever introduced, have been largely instrumental 
in maintaining the ranks of labor unbroken. Beyond doubt the superficial motive of continued 
membership in unions organized upon this basis was the monetary benefits the members were en- 
titled to; but be that as it may, the results are the same, that is, membership is maintained, the 
organization remains intact during dull periods of industry, and is prepared to take advantage 
of the first sign of an industrial revival. Nor is it amiss to direct attention to another fact which 
the labor movement teaches in connection with the introduction of the system of high dues in 
unions—that the greatest success attends the effort when inaugurated or started during so-called 
“dull times.” 

In considering the subject of the great number of idle, unemployed workers, the almost 
countless thousands of our fellow men and women who are suffering the pangs of hunger, the 
poignancy of distress and dependence, the heart of the toiler is touched, his mind almost appalled 
To know that because human ingenuity has rendered it easier to produce all that mankind may 
require or desire and are thereby made sinless victims is the assertion in itself of a societary 
system based upon injustice and cruelty and in_tota al disregard of human and natural right. To 
struggle to supplant such a system by one in which ‘ ‘man’s inhumanity to man” shall be a thing 
relegated to and regarded as the barbarism of the past is the duty of every man who loves his 
kind, and is the mission of organized labor. 





HARMONY OF ACTION NECESSARY. 


There is still too great a division and lack of cohesive action among the toiling masses of our 
country, not only on political lines, but on economic lines also. The greatest factor in antagonizing 
the demands of labor is the large number of unorganized workers. In economic disputes with 
employers, or in controversies arising therefrom in the courts or in the legislative halls this factor 
is used to the detriment of the entire body of wage-earners. 

Nor is this cause of complaint confined to the unorganized w: age-earners—that is to say, on 
political lines. Should the wage earners of our country act more in harmony with each other in 
this field of their duties we would rest sured that that legislation sought in the interest of labor 
would be more readily forthcoming, and we would have less, if any, necessity to oppose and resist 
legislation repressive or antagonistic in its character. Our fellow- -workers have to too large an ex- 
tent been partisans first and wage-workers after. Let us hope that as the result of our efforts to 
organize, educate and secure concessions for the toiling masses, that they will not only reverse the 
a of their former actions, but be as politically independent as they desire to be economically 
ree. 











POLITICAL ACTION, 


The last Convention recommended to the organized workingmen that they take such action 
— as shall secure the best results to labor and place the movement upon a higher plane. 
I desire to record not only that, in my judgment, the trend will soon be in that direction, but that 
every earnest effort made has met with the cordial co-operation of the members of the Executive 
Council. An intelligent use of the ballot by the toilers in their own interest must largely con- 
tribute to lighten the burdens of our economic struggles. Let us elect men from the ranks of 
labor to represent us in Congress and the Legislatures wherever and whenever the opportunity 
presents itself. Let us never be recreant to our trust, and, regardless of political affiliations or 
predilections, always vote against those who are inimical to the interest of labor. 





FEDERAL LABOR LEGISLATION. 


There is little of progress which can be reported in the nature of legislation by Congress in 
the interest of labor. When our convention closed the short session of the 52d Congress was b2- 
ing held, and nearly the entire time was taken up with the appropriation bills. Another reason 
for the delays in legislation of the character we desire-is the fact that the organizations which 
demand legislation frequently have but a vague conception of what laws are sought to be passed, 
amended or repealed. [-would recommend that organizations securing the favorable action and 
endorsement of the Federation for any legislation it demands shall be required to furnish the Ex- 
ecutive Council with a draft of a bill covering the measure desired within a reasonable time after 
the close of conventions. Bills of a general character can be prepared under the direction of the 
Executive Council. JI am fully persuaded that many oportunities have been lost or delayed for 
the passage of labor measures. 








EIGHT HOUR LAW. 


The Attorney General under the last administration, in response to a letter from one of the 
departments, rendered an opinon which declared that the operations of the Eight Hour Law of 
August 1, 1892, apply only to work performed directly by or on behalf of the Government; that 
it did not have any binding force upon a sub-contractor; that any work performed in preparing 
material, etc., for government work did not come under the provisions of the law. 
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This opinion was at such variance with what we had looked upon the law to plainly state and 
mean that the Executive Council determined early to have the opinon reviewed and reversed. We 
had interviews with several of the assistant secretaries of the Treasury and with the Assistant 
Supervising Architect without much result. We finally had a conference with the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the present administration, and the entire matter was gone over. Mr. Carlisle 
stated to us that he was then unprepared to give us a positive decision as to what his finz a action 
would be under the law, but from the plain reading of it he was inclined to the belief that our 
interpretation of its provisions was correct. The Executive Council was to have a case prepared 
and submitted to the Secretary, when he would issue an ‘‘order’’ to the department on the matter. 
This matter has occurred too recently for the preparation and submission of the case until after 
the close of the convention. It is but scant justice to say that our friend, the Hon. Henry W. 
Blair, has rendered us very material assistance in regard to having the eight hour law enforced. 











CAR COUPLER LAW. 


Just prior to the close of the 52d Congress a law was passed requiring the railroad companies 
to gr radually equip their cars with uniform “couplers.” I am pleased to say that my presence 
in Washington at the time materially aided in the passage of the bill. Quite a number of Con- 
gressmen who intended either to not vote at all or vote against the bill voted for its passage when 
I informed them that we favored it. We have every reason to believe that when this law shall 
come into full operation that many thousands of lives and limbs will be saved annually that are 
now ruthlessly destroyed. 





CHINE 





EXCLUSION ACT. 


When the act known as the “Geary Law” was passed, the Chinese resident in this country 
were required to comply with certain regulations, among which was that they should present them- 
selves for registration before an official of the Federal Government, on or before May 5, 1893. 
At the behest of the Chinese six companies, which set themselves up as a higher authority than the 
United States Government, the Chinese set the law at defiance and refused to comply with its 
provisions. The Chinese, by this act, if by no other acts, demonstrated that the laws of our 
country nor the will of our: people are binding upon them when the six companies decree other- 
wise. 

Nor have the government officials attempted their deportation, as required by law. On the 
contrary, at the extraordinary session of Congress recently held, a supplementary law was passed 
extending the time for registration for six months from the time of its passage. Although. six 
weeks have passed since this extension was given no disposition is manifested that ‘the law will be 
complied with. It is quite evident that the Chinese and their six companies do not regard our 
government as seriously inclined to enforce the law. 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND THE CENSUS. 


At the Birmingham Convention a resolution was adopted declaring in favor of the Depart- 
ment of Labor taking charge of the Census Bureau and at each decennial to ascertain and report 


the result of the census taken. Good and sufficient reasons for our resolutions were given and 
need not be repeated here. Mesomate, ae I have been requested to have the Federation 
express anew its views upon this matter I commend this most worthy project to your favorable 


consideraton and action. 


ALIE CONTRACT LABOR LAW. 





Notwithstanding that the depressed condition of industry has checked immigration to a very 
large extent, it has not deterred many of the employing class from either violating or encourag- 
ing the violation of the Alien Contract Labor Law. When the fact is known that within the past 
six months more violators of the law were detected and a larger number of alien contract labor- 
ers returned to whence they came than in any other previous year, an idea can be formed of the 
extent to which this “traffic in laborers” was carried on when “times were better.’ 

The immigration and other officers in this department should be appointed because of. their 
sympathy with the law and their ability to enforce it. They should be clothed with full discre- 
tion and power in the premises and responsible to the Executive power only. 

We must uphold the officers who are attempting, with the limited powers at their command, 
to enforce the law, or with a revival of trade a full flood of laborers under contract will come in 
upon us. 








, GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF THE TELEGRAPH. 

Pursuant to the resolution adopted demanding the passage of a law by Congress by which the 
means of communication should be owned, controlled and operated by the Federal Government, I 
early in the year entered into a correspondence with government officials and others who were in- 
terested in the same direction. In June last 15,000 petitions, with a circular accompanying, were 
sent to the Unions of the country asking for signatures, so that the same could be presented to 
Congress. I regret to be compelled to report that the petitions have either not been signed to a 
very great extent, or if signed, comparatively few ve been returned to our headquarters. Be- 
fore further action was taken it was deemed bated es to obtain further advice upon the matter 
from this Convention. 











STRIKES ON RAILROADS. 


There appears to be a tendency on the part of the courts and officers of the Government to 
make all strikes , and particularly those on the railroads, an offense against the laws of the coun- 
try. Early in the year Judge Ricks issued an order compelling railroad employees to continue 
their work for a company, and convicted and sent to prison an engineer who had not complied 
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with the order. That such an interpretation of the Inter-State Commerce Law is at variance with 
its plain intent is held by eminent jurists; and I would cite the fact that when that law was un- 
der consideration in the Senate an amendment covering the exact provisions as contained in Judge 
Ricks’ order was defeated. The order of Judge Taft went even farther in its effect upon the de- 
nial of the right to cease work in order to obtain fairer conditions of labor than did that of Judge 
Ricks’. 

Your attention is called to the fact that the Postmaster-General and the Superintendent of the 
Railway Mail Service recommend in their reports just made the passage of a bill making prac- 
tically the cessation of work (strike) of employees on railroads an offense against the laws of the 
United States and punishable by a fine of from $50 to $500 and imprisonment of from six months 
to two years. The latter-named officer in his report submits a bill framed upon the subject and 
the former approves it, at the same time adding his definition of a mail train to mean any train 
even “with a single pouch or a railway postal car.” 

When nearly every other government of the civilized world is conceding the full right not 
only of organization, but also of the untrammelled right to use p sea 4 legitimate means for the pur- 
pose of securing higher wages, less hours and better conditions for labor, it illy becomes the offi- 
cers of our Republic to seek further hindrances to intensifyeand burden the struggles of labor. 

Since the above information reached me I have been_in correspondence with the officers of the 
various railroad organizations in the hope that by our joint action we may be enabled to defeat 
such baneful ne and to secure such other measures as will redound to the interest of the 
wealth-producing masses 

NATIONAL UNIONS 


In accordance with our well-defined policy to not only organize our fellow-workers in local 
Unions, but also to render them doubly equipped to protect and promote their interests, to form 
new national Unions, we have organized three new national trade unions. An attempt was made 
to organize a Laundry Workers’ National Union, but hé ud to be abandoned owing to the depres- 
sion in the trade occurring at that time. The Teamsters’ and Draymen’s Unions have been r 
quested to send delegates to a conference to be held in this city during this week to form a Na- 
tional Union. 

Six National Trade Unions affiliated with the A, F. of I. in the past year, and we have rea- 
son to hope and believe that the International Machinists’ Association will soon remove the useless 
obstacle which stands in the way and join the great family of trade unions under the potential 
and fraternal banner of the A. F. of L,. 

The time in the history of our brothers in the railroad organizations certainly has arrived 
when they should be in closer touch and affiliation with their organized fellow-workers. It is not 
true that because they are powerful they cannot be made more so. ‘Their affiliation with the Fed- 
eration would take Stems them no rights they now possess, and would give them many advantages 
they now necessarily lack. I would recommend that this Convention authorize the Executive 
le to appoint committees to appear before the conventions of the organizations referred to 
with the purpose of securing their affiliation. 









HOME 





EAD AND OTHER CASES. 





When we last met in session at Philadelphia indictments were hanging over the heads of the 
men of Homestead and Coeur de Alene. They were charged with conspiracy, treason, riot and 
murder. Recognizing that these charges were more the result of class oppression than crimes 
committed, the Federation resolved to give its financial and moral aid to secure, if possible, a 
fair trial and justice for the indicted men. We contributed several thousand dollars towards 
defraying the legal expenses of the trials. It affords me extreme pleasure to record and report 
to you that the men tried both before the Pennsylvania State courts and the U. S. State courts at 
Cceur de Alene were honorably acquitted. I am informed that the cases still untried in Pennsy]- 
vania have, by common consent been, or will be, discontinued. It should be noted that the same 
result was secured with the miners of Tennessce. 

There are a few thousand dollars to the credit of the legal defense fund, created by the Fed- 
eration, in the hands of the treasurer. Since the money will not be required for the purposes 
named, this Convention should determine upon its disposition in a manner that will best benefit 
the cause of labor. 





INJUNCTION C/ 





The case of the injunction proceedings resulting from the strike of the printers’ union of 
Pittsburg, under the jurisdiction of the International Typogr raphical Union, was, in accordance 
with instructions, appealed to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, the decision of the lower court 
being sustained. It is to be regretted that the instructions bound the Executive Council to take 
the case in point as a test, when others resting upon more favorable incidents could have been 
selected. 

During the lock-out of the clothing cutters, attached to the United Garment Workers of 
America, that organization issued circulars calling the attention of or ganized labor to the alleged 
unfair conduct of the clothing manufacturing firm, Sinsheimer, Levison & Co., of New York. The 
manufacturers’ association obtained an injunction not only upon the organization in question, but 
also the American Federation of Labor. It therefore became necessary to, and the Executive 
Council did, secure counsel. Upon proper presentation of the matters to the court the order was 
dismissed so far as the A. F. of L. was concerned. I am constrained to say that in my judgment 
the firm named is not entitled to more friendship and patronage, at the hands of organized labor 
and its sympathizers, than its conduct toward its employees warrants. 





CAMPAIGN OF EDUCATION, 


Pursuant to instructions of the last convention a number of well known and able exponents 
of the cause of labor were sent throughout the country to deliver lectures and addresses in public 
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and business meetings. Owing, however, to the limited means at our command, we were unable 
to send these or other lecturers to many places where their services were needed, and which 
would have produced good results. It affords me pleasure to be enabled to state that the locali- 
ties reached attest the v _— of the services rendered, and warrants me in recommending that the 
policy inaugurated at the last convention be continued, and, if possible, extended. 

In connection with this subject the fact should not be lost sight of that the A. F. of L. has 
a corps of nearly four hundred commissioned organizers, who, in season and out, not only preach 
the gospel of labor’s rights, but wherever possible organize our fellow workers into unions, and 
attach them to the national unions of their respective trades or callings, or, in the absence of such 
national unions, to the A. F. of L. direct. When it is borne in mind that this entire work is per- 
formed without recompense or hope of reward other than comes from the general good done and 
a conscientious performance of duty, I am sure it is but scant justice to give these brave, true 
and sincere men the small meed of honor by a recognition and praise of their services. 


CHILD LABOR. 


While it is true that through the efforts of our organizations the inhuman practice of allowing 
young children to be employed has been somewhat abated, the fact remains that the damnable 
system which permits young and innocent children to have their very lives worked out of them 
in factories, mills, workshops and stores, is one of the very worst of labor grievances, one which 
the Trade Unions have protested against for years, and in the reformation of which we shall 
never cease our agitation until we have rescued them, and placed them where they should be, i 
the schoolroom and the playground. 





SINKING FUND. . 


In compliance with instructions, the Executive Council drafted a plan for the creation of a 
“Sinking Fund” of a half million dollars. We were of the opinion, however, that the past year 
yas the most inopportune for the submission of the proposition to our affiliated unions, since it 
would, beyond doubt, have been rejected by reason of lack of employment caused by the indus- 
trial depression. A copy of the plan is herewith submitted for your consideration. Regardless 
whether the proposition shall be ordered refered by you to the affiliated unions, I suggest that it 
be printed as part of our proceedings. 





BUREAUS OF LABOR, ETC 


Through the efforts of organized labor measures which a few years ago were regarded as 
chimerical and a useless expenditure of public money have come to be looked upon as a prime 
necessity to the proper conduct of governmental affairs. Besides the Department of Labor at 
Washington we have Bureaus of Labor Statistics in thirty-two States and Factory Inspectors in 
nineteen States, and Labor Day has been made a legal holiday in nearly all the States of the 
Union. 

There is one feature much to be regretted in connection with the offices above referred to. 

The men appointed should not only possess the qualifications to perform the duties required, 
be in sympathy with the laws, but the personnel of the office should not be subject to change by 
reason of a change in the political complexion of the ‘appointing officer. In other words, these 
offices should be removed from party political changes nor be the bone of partisan political con- 
tention or reward. 

I repeat the recommendation that inasmuch as the first Monday in September of each year 
has been made a legal holiday in so many of our States, that we should insist upon the General 
Government passing a new law declaring the same day a legal holiday for the Territories and the 
District of Columbia. 

Since the creation of Bureaus of Labor Statistics has met with such success here, they have 
secured universal favor. England, France, Germany, Italy, Austria and other countries, even 
Russia, have them in full operation, issuing from time to time interesting statistical data. 

In one particular our Department of Labor could with advantage follow the example of the 
British Bureau, i. e, by the issuance of a journal giving frequent regular and accurate informa- 
tion upon existing industrial conditions. 

. 


BOYCOTT RAISED. 


Inasmuch as the last conventon directed me to attend the Indianapolis Convention of the 
Machinist, the Executive Council requested me to proceed to St. Louis and endeavor to effect a 
settlement of a dispute between the Brotherhood of Carpenters and the Drummond Tobacco Co., 
and incidentally endeavor to secure a settlement of the long standing dispute between the Tobacco 
Workers’ Union and Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. The result of my labors was rewarded by a 
satisfactory settlement in both cases and a thorough organization of ail the employes of both con- 
cerns. Where but fifty tobacco workers of St. Louis were organized there are now a_ few 
thousand. The terms of settlement having been endorsed by the union, and the Executive Coun- 
cil regarding the terms fair, declared the boycott off. 

The services of Executive Council and individual members of it were frequently applied for 
and fraternally given for the purpose of settling tr ade disputes between members of affiliated un- 
ions and employers. It is no boast to say that in each instance results were secured satisfactory 
to the parties to the controversy. 


UNIONS VS. UNIONS. 


_Occasionally disputes between two Unions occur, either of the same calling, sometimes of 
callings remote from each other. Questions of jurisdiction arise, and particularly the question of 
the right of one Union engaged in a dispute with their employers insisting on calling members of 
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other Unions out on strike in support of them, or insisting that they should be ordered to strike 
by the Executive Council upon pain of having their charters revoked and denied fraternal recog- 
nition. More cases of this kind have arisen in the past year than occurred in the aggregate for 
the past seven years. 

‘he Executive Council have adopted a rule which it regards as fair, as well as safe, and 
which is here quoted so that the decision of the Federation may be a guide for the future action 
of our officers, regardless who they be. It is as follows: 

“Resolved, That it is the sense of the cutive Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor that contracts made by Unions with their employers should be faithfully lived up to by the 
Union so long as it is not violated by the employers; and the occurrence of any trade dispute 
with such employers by other Unions than those having contracts shall not be cause for the vio- 
lation of agreements by such Unions as have regular contracts. 

‘The Executive Council further decide that when making contracts Unions should consult 
and act in harmony with all Unions with interests at stake. 








INTERATIONAL LABOR, CONGRESSES. 

Soon after the close of our last convention a number of letters were received from various 
countries, among others from officers of French trade unions and from Mr. Fenwick, Secetary of 
the Parliamentary Committee of the British Trade Union Congress, asking for definite informa- 
tion in reference to the holding of a congress in Chicago. Much disappointment was manifested 
that the congr had been abandoned. Quite a number of organizations, however, sent repre- 
sentatives to visit the World’s Fair, and at the same time to attend the labor congress called under 
the auspices of its directors. 

Vhenever and wherever possible the unionists of America met, greeted and entertained dele- 
gations and individual visitors, and contributed largely toward the pleasure and information of 
those who sought either or both. 

An invitation to the trades unions of the United States has been received, and will be placed 
before you, from the organized workers of Milan, Italy, to attend an international exposition and 
congress to be held in that city in 1894. 

The congress at Zurich decided to hold its next session in London, England, in 1896, and the 
recent British Trades Union Congress held at Belfast, Ireland, has directed its regular standing 
officers to take the matter in charge and make preparations therefor. I deem it my duty to call 
your attention to these matters, but refrain from making any recommendations in regard to them. 





a 


GROWTH OF TRADE UNIONS, 

From every country comes the cheering news of the growth and extension of trade unions 
and trade union sentiment. The conviction is fast gaining ground | that political liberty with eco- 
nomic slavery is delusive and for all practcal purposes valueless. ‘he wage-workers are discern- 
ing that the road to economic independence, and thus to full and free exercise of political equality 
and freedom, can only be achieved by and through the trade unions. The resolutions adopted at 
the Congresses of Zurich an Cologne, declaring it the duty of wage-workers to belong to trade 
unions, are in the right direction; and taken together with the same growing sentiment in all 
countries, are the precursors of the early and general recognition of the internationality and soli- 
darity of the labor movement of the world. 





THE JEFFERSON BORDEN MUTINY. 


No oar can be reported in the effort to induce the President to extend executive clem- 
ency to E Clark and George Miller. A new petition in the case was prepared and presented, 
by Aaah tig of the President to the Attorney General. Our petition was accompanied by peti- 
tions from eminent public men, from nearly ever labor organization in the land, and by the 
officers of a number of ship-owners = ship companies, as well as the masters and officers of 
vessels. It is safe to assume that the last two classes of men would not frivolously, of their own 
volition, petition for executive clemency for seamen engaged in mutiny. I believe the best inter- 
est of justice and humanity will be subserved by the President granting a pardon to these unfor- 
tunate men. 











CONCLUSION, 


In concluding this report I desire to express the keen sense of obligation which I feel I am 
under to my colleagues of the Executive Council, whose encouragement and advice have always 
been readily and generously given, and whose co-operation has largely contributed to lightening 
the burdens of my office; the multifarious duties of which are not easily described. The frater- 
nal regards manifested by the officers of our affiliated unions finds a responsive chord and recip- 
rocal echo in my whole being. The respect and confidence of the rank and file—the grand army 
of labor—nerves me to greater efforts. That we may imbue each other with that great and sub- 
lime duty we owe to our fellow toilers, is my most earnest wish. The myriad struggles of by- 
gone days are our common heritage. The vantage ground secured for us by countless heroes 
should be the incentive to achieve justice, honor, peace, good-will, and the emancipation of labor 
for all time to come. 
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SECRETARY EVANS’ REPORT. 
To the Delegates of the Thirteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Workers:—I greet you with more than ordinary concern at this time. Distress in its 
most violent form prevails among the wage-workers of our country everywhere, not because of 
unwillingness on their part to perform labor, but because they are unable to procure employment, 
to provide bread for themselves and those depending on them for support. This condition of af- 
fairs is not confined to any one locality or state, for the same lamentable cry can be heard in 
almost every state of the Union. 

Under these circumstances the question arises, what can be done to remove the cause and 
remedy the evil? How can workingmen improve their present deplorable condition, and will the 
costly lesson taught be instrumental in arousing us sallebanibe to act and work for ourselves as 
workingmen? We hope it will, and that the foundation for a healthy reform movement in the 
interest of the toilers will be inaugurated by this convention before it adjourns. 

In our annual meeting a year ago, a strong feeling of sympathy was aroused among the dele- 
gates, owing to the sad condition of the Tennessee and Cceur D’Alene miners and the lron and 
Steel Workers at Homestead. This year we find ourselves confronted with an army of unem- 
ployed men—anxious to procure work of any kind but unable to find it. 

In order to assist the Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers in their contest 
at Homestead, Pa., with the firm of Carnegie, Phipps & Company, the Executive Council held a 
meeting in Pittsburg, Pa., for the purpose of consulting with the officers of the Amalgamated Ag- 
sociation on the situation. After a thorough discussion of the subject with them, and a visit to 
Homestead, it was decided to issue a circular appeal, soliciting subscriptions to aid in defending 
the cases of the locked-out workmen at Homestead, before the courts. In November, 1892, the 
Executive Council issued a circular appealing for support. 

In response to this appeal the folowing report will give a statement in detail of all moneys 
received and expended at the office of the American Federation of Labor for that purpose: 











HOMESTEAD LEGAL DEFENSE FUND. 9. Local No. 326, Brotherhood of Car- 
Money received and expended at the office penters and Joiners of Colum- 

of the American Federation of Labor. DU: OMG. ccccavetccndencsees $ 15 00 
RECEIPTS. 9. Local No. 134, Brotherhood of Car- 

Nov., 1892. penters and Jotners, of Mon- 

18. M. R. Leverson, Baltimore, Md...$ 3 00 CH COI, owe Si aecc ca eenn ne 3 10 

oh: Gee, TO, Bn. Bocssitcocensees 25 00 9. Local No. 15, Brotherhood of Car- 

22. Federal Labor Union, No. 5368, penters and Joiners, of Syra- 
OW Oe vane icectawiensueees 5 00 CoS. a Ree ae 10 00 

23. John Shilston, Roseland, Ill...... 3 00 10. Trades and Labor Unions, St. 

23. J. H. Ball, Hoag’s Corners, Rens- ROM BEOt scnchasecrabereeees 50 00 
Oe Gis ic Ba ckecnicdccacxe I 00 10. Local No. 184, Brotherhood of Car- 

Ob. GO coke cscndos, Saccvisresbuess 5 00 penters and Joiners of Lake 

25. Local No. 126, Cigarmakers’ Intl. Re, DONG. Koc cicnetamecass 2 40 
Union, Ephrata, PRs... sccscuses 10 00 10. Lumber Inspectors and Tallymen’s 

28. Trades and Labor Assembly, San- Union No. 5525, Toledo, Ohio.. 5 00 
Ce SS are ee 10 00 10. Federal Labor Union, No. 5760, 

30. Vessel Loaders’ Union, No. 5874, ao | Pa er rere 10 00 
Luddington, Mich. ............ 5 00 10. Local No. 678, Brotherhood of Car- 

December. penters and Joiners, Dubuque, 

1. Local Union No. 132, Brotherhood JOWE cntccisneis ovecvescuenia 25 00 
of Carpenters and Joiners of 10. Local No. 684, Brotherhood of Car- 
I ONG. cic caccectsenas 5 00 penters and _ Joiners, Middles- 

3. Federal Labor Union No. 5666, rr er 10 00 
WROVMMIEG: DE. Dons t.accgneannes 25 00 10. Shovel Makers’ Union No. 4024, 

3. Teamsters and Yardmen No. 3796, ae, ee reer 5 00 
PIG, POs ove sc ercunccccese 25 00 12. Local No. 264, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 

3. C. J. Miller, Ratan, New Mexico.. 20 00 national Union, Rutland, Vt.... 19 00 

s Federal Labor Union No. 5618, 12. Tenders’ Union, Holyoke, Mass. . 40 00 
"ROMO, SOROE 060 cide ra cemangse 5 00 i2. Theatrical Brotherhood No. 5132, 

3. Local No. 543, Brotherhood of Car- a Perr ere ree 5 00 
yenters and Joiners, Town of 13. Central Labor Union, Hartford, 

\ a Pee re ae 5 00 Ce... eke ec ccanne dacacenawens 50 00 

3. Chandelier Makers’ Union, No. 13. Local No. 2, Glass Decorators, of 
Cha, 3 a eer 5 00 TORMOUID PU. acc cccceeecndeuss 4 68 

3. Woolen Operators, No. 5614, Jack- 13. Local No. 99, United Brewery 
Ce |: Serr 10 00 Workmen, Springfield, Mass.... 5 00 

5. Federal Labor Union No. 5593, 14. Local No. 273, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 

Sweet Tome, ABs +.-.ciccnaees 2 50 national Union, Rockland, Me. 3°75 

& W. Hartman, Galveston, Tex. 70 00 14. Ohio Valley Trades and Labor As- 

5. Local No. 740, Brotherhood of Car- sembly, Wheeling, W. Va...... 75 00 
penters and Joiners, Pekin, Ill... 10 00 15. Plush Workers’ Union, No. 5762, 

6. Local No. 60, Brotherhood of Car- Begeet,. CW... <0 isicderene 20 00 
penters and Joiners of Indian- 15. Local No. 112, International Typo- 

i Ear 10 00 graphical Union, Scranton, Pa.. 100 00 

6. Albin S.Ferguson, Hartford, Conn. 13 95 15. Sewer Laborers’ Union, No. 5649, 

9. Local No. 1, Journeymen Tailors’ i Ba ES héacks cmenaneces 100 00 
Ron. OF Ie. We CUR ccccccine 9 25 15. Central Labor Union, Holyoke, 

9g. Musicians’ Protective Association, DE. névaades ctansewsanaecen 50 00 
Commas, ORO  .cccscccccsccs 25 00 15. Reese J. Prosser, Altoona, Pa.... 16 30 
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Metal Polishers’ 
TOMES, CUO o.cccccccs 
Local No. 121, Cigarma nore Inter- 
national Union, South Bend, Ind. 
V. J. Hogan, Wallingford, Conn. 
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Local No. 783, Brotherhood of Car- 


Union, No. 





penters and Joiners, of Lafay- 
Re Peer errr ee 
Central Trades and Labor Council, 
Ph stkaknekeke ee rene 


Musical Protective Union No. 5628, 
SO ae ree 
Local No. 605, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Jackson- 
SS rrr rere 
Miss A. C. Atwater, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Ladies’ Federal Labor Union No. 
Oo AR | ere 
Local No. 756, Brotherhood of Car- 


penters and Joiners, of Rich- 
=e a eereerere ere 
Journeymen Tailors’ Protective So- 
ciety, Dubuque, lowa........... 
Local No. 78, Quarrymen’s Nation- 
al Union, Arkins, Cal.......... 
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RE ies ors ha hath a a wea cw ec eee as eine 
—_ No. 277, I. A. M., Rutland 
Mh al No. 267, Brotherhood of Car- 


penters and Joiners, of Lima, O. 
Citizens, (per Thomas Taylor) 
New Straitsville, O. 


Local Union No. 9, Hotel : and 
Restaurant Employes National 
PGE oc ccc sec cevcdsenssscce 





Local No. 11, y Workmen 
National iS Smees, N. Y. 


Central Labor Council, Austin, 
EE eerie per n 
Local No. 18, Flint Glass Workers, 
on VS ae Rr ae ree 
Ed. Meakin, Philadelphia, ss ee 
Atlantic Coast Seamen’s Union, 
PRUMEOeINNER, FR. covccsccsceves 
Subscription at twelfth annual 


Convention A. F. of L. (per 
TREND ss cacs 00 0+ 

Newspaper reporters (at 
annual Convention, A. F. 

Robert Bandlow, Cleveland, 

Misses Rose and Mary Cronin, EI- 
mira, N. Y. 

Local No. 611, 
penters and 
Se SE chads sree bad phic Kae 

Local No. 59, Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union of Sait Lake, Utah...... 

Local No. 49, Tinners, Lafayette, 
a Saar 

Local No. 407, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Auburn, 
ON er Tee 


Brotherhood ‘of Car- 
Joiners, of Galves- 


Trade and Labor Un- 
fons, Detroit, Mich. ......060. 
3room Makers’ Union, No. 5763, 
ce eer 
Local No. 449, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Cleve- 
I, SN wionn 6004006625000 ne 
Local No. 1, Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union, of N. Y. City 
Local No. 8, 


Stereotypers, St. 
OS Se ee are 
Trade and Labor Council, Keo- 
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Federal Labor Union, 
South Bend, Ind 


5195, 
$ 





aL 


tN 


on kb 
oun 


00 


00 


00 


00 
50 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
80 


00 
0o 


00 


oo 
00 


oo 


oo 
00 


50 


t\ 
> 


26. 


. Ohio Valley Trades and Labor As- 


eer 
Local No. 550, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Bradford, 
Pa 


David Fisher, Cincinnati, Ohio. . 
Local No. 48, Iron Moulders’ Un- 
ion, iranian, fee ree 
Local No. 41, Iron Moulders’ 
URI, AO, Sis scsekessacsse 
Local No. 50, International Furni- 
ture Workers’ Union, Philadel- 
MM, RS As a iaia's Fano ARO RAK 6 
Laborers’ Protective Union No. 





sss3, Holyoke, Maes... cccss 
. John Sheas, Louisville, Ky....... 
Local No. 6, Metal Polishers’ 
Union, Chicago, Il... c.ccscces 


Local No. 11, Coopers’ 
tional Union, Sandusky, 
Pittsfield Branch, Lasters’ 
rr oe 
Cash, Tyrone, 
Trade and Labor ‘U nions, 
Conn. 


Interna- 
J940..3< 
Protect- 





Meriden, 


Atlantic Coast 
NU, TS. a 4:8 kv 0-0ck-ho9:4416% 
Local No. 96, Brewery Workmen 
National Union, Omaha, Neb.... 
Local No. 45, brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Shreve- 


Seamen’s Union, 





BONG. Bille - 265 -0:0:60:55.002 t8 r's 
Local No. 106, Iron s 
Union, Salt Lake, Utah ....... 


Local No. 5, Table Knife Grinders’ 
National Union, Unionville, Ct. 
Local No. 271, International Typo- 
graphical Union, Boise City, 

GES: chee para ky es aw eM R 96% 
Local No. 554, Brotherhood of Car- 


penters and Joiners, of The Dal- 
las, Oregon 


288, Locomotive 
Engineers, Salt Lake, Utah..... 
Retail Clerks’ Union, Salt 
SE 40 pagin.cke ead Maco Wael 
Local Union No. 1, Painters, Salt 
i SE -ccesnebvcsetesagiues 
Iron Moulders’ Union, Salt Lake 
Salt Lake, Utah.. 
lon. H. P. Moran, Salt Lake, 
Sam y, Salt Lake, Utah...... 
Local No. 508, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Holyoke, 
Perr ae eee 
Local No. 434, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and joiners, of Kensing- 
DO Se. a hi eR eae e 
Local No. 534, 3rotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Burling- 
ton, Iowa 








James Henderson, Oneco, Conn... 
Local No. 208, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Lancaster, 


a. 
Washington, D. C., Branch, 


Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters 
Ot Be ae re eee 
Trunkmakers’ Union No. 282, 
eS a eee 
Trade and Labor Congress, Du- 
ee Aree reer 


Local No. 6, Tron. 
ion, Peekskill, 
Branch No. 13, I. N. 
ae ee areas 
Local No. 248, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of Saginaw, 


OES ts EE sas ancedcaaceuae 
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26. Local No. 537, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Milwaukee, 
MUM seeceean  seietabecenascee 

26. W. D. Mills, Downs, Kansas..... 

26. S. F. Etter, Altoona, Pa.. 

26. Local Assembly 5699, K. of E, = “AL 
Ste POs. naewkemearteesennees 

28. Local No. 1, Cloakmakers, N. Y 
BME Grencdeamathas -Lsdaekuinnee 

29 pe ek iat Union, No. 5667, 
BOG, ONG wer civcwucswonves 

29. Local No. 32, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union, Louisville, Ky.. 

29. Local No. 176, Painters and Decor- 
ators, Galveston, Texas......... 

29. Local No. 66, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union, Lewiston, Me.. 

29. Local No. 65, Tin, Sheet Iron and 
Cornice Workers’ International 
Union, Harrisburg, Pa......... 

29. Ohio Valley Trade a "Sake As- 
DEE. Keudceusead aneacéuatxe 

29. M. H. Davis, Philadelphia, Pa... 

29. Local No. 82, United Brewery 
Workmen, Aurora, Ind......... 

29. Local No. 809, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of Lake 
Crem Bee ccdvacenevcerncves 

29. Local No. 336, Brotherhood of Car- 
nea and Joiners of Reading, 

29. Saei No. 483, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of San Fran- 
eR EE rrr oe er 

29. Local No. 201, Brotherhood of Car- 
peewee and Joiners of Paducah, 

29. Tachunplene? Union No. 4007, Bos- 
Mi SE. Sac echt eweenenteus-s 

29. Branch No. 24, Quarrymen’s Na- 
tional Union, W. Dumerston, 

29. Coremakers’ Union No. 5547, War- 
eer re reer 

29. H. P. Roe, Freeport, Il... 

29. Local No. 156, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union, W. _ Suffield, 
CY a ccteeanad st Cares enie hs 

29. Trunkmakers’ Union, No. _ 5019, 
CO, WOM ddccéecdcus cacuns 

29. Local No. 38, I Interna- 
tional Union, Vincennes, Ind.... 

ao. I. Guesson, Norwich, Conn ewenes 

30. Street Car Employes’ Union No. 
5229, Columbus, Ohio.......... 

30. Federal Labor Union, No. 5779, 
RAO NN ks cece ncausneee 

30. bam fag Labor Union, Frankfort, 
| ERA PA rere eee es 

30. Divison No. 1, Brotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Engineers, Detroit, 

MP.  swOERSGhG Ss Beet eoneaeNas 

30. Local No. 19, Machine Wood 
Workers, Kansas City, Mo...... 

30. Local No. 90, Brotherhod of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Evans- 
ae Ser eer ere 

30. Stove Mounters’ Union, No. 5596 
BVONOVEG, THB. ccccccsccivvece 

30. Local No. 3, M. W. W. I. Union 
RON ONIN io oe watts cata ys 

30. Local No. 284, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of eestnieed 
field, Ohio 

30. Adam Wrightson, Eagle 
MEE Ccvlatorvcu ae. ace exons aes 

30. John Murray (Tinners’ 
FIGIYONG, IMAOSs occ b'scccevncecs 
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Lodge No. 105, Railway Shop Em- 


ployes, Argentine, Kansas ..... $ 

Retail Clerks, Paducah, Ky...... 

Local No. 685, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Omaha, 
IRGNGeCe Pe ctidkne beewade ae tee oe 

Local No. 592, Brotherhood of Car- 
at and Joiners, of Muncie, 
WO Suxciuhe Gvasuccexenneees 

Local No. 40, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Wilming- 
Wie SION ovnuctcnesencase ened 

, 1893. 

Local No. 158, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Topeka, 
WE oe Fie ek aweiens exuses cnn 

Local No. 650, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, of Pomeroy, 
CR 6b Reh haan sarees eaaLalee 

Lathers’ Protective Union, No. 
5892, Denver, Col.. andre 

Trades and Labor Assembly, Col- 
orado Springs, Col............. 

Local No. 13, Brass Workers, St. 
PS Ree rere 

Sewer Bricklayers’ Union, No. 
5245, Cleveland, Ohio ......... 

Trade and Labor Assembly, Osh- 
ROG: VOM cwacatnnantaeendaes 


Local No. 591, Brotherhood of Car- 


penters and Joiners, of Little 
Serer tree 
Local No. 4, Bakers and Confec- 
tioners’ National Union, S. Bos- 
OGL; Be ecacévesscccadascaws 
Local No. 7705, Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners, of Jeffer- 
a er eee 
Division 310, Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive Engineers, Derry  Sta- 
OM FU. 8 vavaea vusctucuceeanns 
Local No. 2, Brotherhood of Brass 
Workers, Detroit, Mich........ 
Watch Workers’ Union, No. 5571, 
Coie GHEE werccieecadeccssis 
Local No. 260, International Typo- 


graphical Union, Findlay, O.... 
Local No. 229, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Glens Falls, 
Na ¥: 





en No. 60, Iron Moulders’ U. 
of N. A., New Haven, Conn.... 
Bag Makers’ Union, Newark, New 
Jersey 


Local No. 168, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Toledo, O. 
Local No. 291, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Brooklyn, 
Pie We 00a Cie canebasmuncecweeve 
Iocal No. 13, Coopers’ Interna- 
tional Union, Green Bay, Wis... 
Red River Lodge, No. 8, Brother- 
hood Locomotive Firemen, Den- 
ee Co ree eae 
Local No. 72, Brotherhood of Car- 

and Joiners, Rochester, 


penters 
N. ¥ 





Associ ation, Bar- 





Pattern Makers 
num, Cal. 
Local Union, 


No. 272, Iron Moul- 
ders’ Union, Richmond, Ind.... 
Local No. 271, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and ’ Joiners, Sioux City, 


SOE: cKndcectsak ds aewencenmene 
Local No. 461, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Cleveland, 
COMET ciweercunadce wentacecanate 
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76, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and 


SS ae re ee eres: 

10. mf Labor World, Buffalo 

10. Local No. 98, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Mobile, Ala. 

10.’ Local No. 788, Brotherhood of Car- 

enters and Joiners, Decatur, III]. 

11 ocal No. 10, American Flint Glass 

Workers’ Union, Moundsville, W. 

Se rar re rer 

11. Local No. 397, Brotherhood of Car- 

i? and Joiners, St. John, 

11. Local No. American Flint Glass 

Workers’ "ion, Marion, Ind.. 

11. Local No. 82, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Buffalo, 

11. Local No. 4, Furniture Workers’ 

Union, Newark, N. J.......... 

11. Local No. 794, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Jermyn, 

RL acces gig ah ea ea CORRE ES a0 

12. Local No. 37, Brotherhood of Car- 

enters and Joiners, Lincoln, 

Ee eer are 

12. Local No. 1, Tin, Sheet Iron and 

Cornice Workers’ National Un- 

Se. OR: ere 

13. Division 186, Brotherhood of Lo- 

——— Engineers, Denver, Col. 

13. J. S. Johnson, Sag ¢ 5 baw 

13. Mr. ‘and Mrs. L,. C. Todd, Grover, 

13. Locai N Yo. 590, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, La Guntal, 

BOs Sinhk aches, AACS ESS eee 

13. Local No. 100, American Flint 

Glass Workers’ Union, Cumber- 

| er errr 

13. Local No. 1, Painters and Decora- 

tors, Baltimore, Md............ 

13. Local No. 78, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Troy, N. Y. 

13. Local No. 144, Cigar Makers’ In- 

— Union, New York 

14. Local No. 3, Journeymen Horse- 

shoers’ Union, St. Louis, Mo... 

14. Lodge No. 455, Brotherhood of Lo- 

comotive Firemen, Roxburgh, 

PI  ccick ee Wee eeas bbe ex 

14 ocals Nos. 46 and 63, Brewery 

Workmen’s National Union, 

Kansas City and _ Portland, 

RS Sis Wns urea a0 ince heen bales 6 

16. Federation of Labor, Baltimore, 

16. Lasters’ Protective Union, Auburn, 

_ SEE Eases ar 

16. Council of Trade and Labor Un- 

ions, Detroit, Mich............ 

17. Local No. 8, International Typo- 
graphical k aioe Newark, N.J.. 

17. Local No. 26, Cooks and Pastry 

a ee er rae 

17. Local No. 226, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Santa Bar- 

DN, Gs a.chewenkee sec evees xe 

17. Local No. 2, German American 

Typographia, Cincinnati, Ohio.. 

18. ae | Labor Union, Auburn, 

18. Wood Carvers, Baltimore, Md... 

18, Local No. 3, Type Founders’ Un- 


oe i ee 


Joiners, New Or- 
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100 
10 


60 


oo 


60 
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18. Local No. 273, Brotherhood of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Yonkers, 
Air a abana eeaigan s Oho h ns nets 7 00 

18. Council of Trades and Labor 
Unions, Detroit, Mich.......... 50 00 

19. Divison No. 105, Brotherhood of 

Locomotive Iyngineers, Flush- 
Dk i: Eesiabeenneesskesseoues 20 00 

19. Division No. 217, Brotherhood of 

Locomotive Engineers, White- 
MR Re cust bec hieheubay es 10 00 
20. Trades Union, Lancaster, Pa..... 90 00 

20. Federal Labor Union, No. 5878, 
Jacksonville, TH... siwcnces I 20 
20. Central Labor Union, Omaha, Neb. 63 10 

21. Van,.Patten Assembly, No. 1312, 
K. of L., Collinsvile, Ill........ Il 65 

21. Federation of Labor, Baltimore 

MY 0a es ORS vec NeER ERE oon 12 00 

23. Local No. 66, Tin, Sheet Iron and 

Cornice Workers’ Union, Vic- 
MN IE a echicns ose nse cur xemis 20 00 

23. Core-makers’ Union, No. 5581, 
membre Pale, NX oce:<00% v0.30 4 25 

23. Branch No. 30, Quarrymen’s Na.- 
tional Union, Spokane, Wash... 4 00 

23. Collection in J. Baker’s office, id 
Geo. L. Horn, Detroit, Mich. 13 55 

23. Local No. 557, Millwrights, per C. 
E. Gerning, Brooklyn, N. Y. 5 00 

23. Day Hands, Mine No. 5, New 
SOPMRINVEIIO, COORD oon cae ccsine ss 1 80 

23. Miners, Martin & Roans, New 
SURASOVI, TIRIO. 6s cccccccsivae 8 25 

23. Miners, Biack’s Mines, New 
UPRUEVING, CIO: oon csc svcecsnse 13 34 

23. Miners, Rock Run, No. 3, New 
epee, CORED ak cicceccccrnccs 44 18 

23. Local No. 2, A. A. Iron and Steel 
Workers, Martin’s Ferry, Ohio.. 10 00 

23. Local No. 12, J. Bakers Interna- 
tional Union, Baltimore, Md. 5 00 
23. E. R. Keeler, Brooklyn, N. Y..... 2 00 

23. Bonanza Lodge, No. 194, Brother- 

hood of Locomotive Firemen, 
Pee, BO vende wiccdecacs 6 00 

23. Local No. 74, Brotherhood of Lo- 

comotive Firemen, Argentine, 
RO cy cvneseee SbRASR OR EAKS 5 00 

23. Local No. 516, Brotherhod of Car- 

penters and Joiners, Grafton, W. 
Wk. vets erbee me Sees ree cs 6 75 

23. Local No. 10, Coopers’ Interna- 
tional Union, Omaha, Neb..... 53 00 

23. Local No. 12, Brewery Workmen’s 
National Union, Cincinnati, O.. 50 00 

27. National Union of Boiler Makers 
and Iron Ship Builders........ 64 05 

27. Divison No. 25, Brotherhood of 

‘“eanes Engineers, Paducah, 

Ory pa re errr ee 7 85 

27 Trades and Labor Assembly, Belle- 
ville, Lea wane ORS MO Sark a AOR e 105 75 
28. Central Labor Union, Omaha, Neb. 14 50 

28. Local No. 9, International Typo- 
graphical Union, Buffalo, N.Y.. I2 50 

28. Local No. 9, Boot and Shoe Work- 

al International Union, Buffalo, 
CEN OR ch tne Se eee oe 30 

28 se No. B84, Iron Moulders’. 
pion, Buffalo, N. Yiwscgsesss 8 12 
ES Gis AS Cis beeen er ehuese < 10 

30. Branch No. 75, Quarrymen’s Na- 

tional Union, Sioux Falls, South 
EY Si iow ce caus: SEER ERE OSS 92 

30. Council of Federated Trades, As- 
ls MEME. ebhckseewes-endete 27 50 
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30. Local No. 13, Stereotypers, Denver, 
We. si.iccernenhbnene. neeeeeon $ 
30. Local No. 87, Flint Glass Workers. 
30. Godfried Lehwald, No. Dayton, 
I  wicGn deicsdaen  «00nGew 6mnere 
31. Local No. 190, Iron Moulders 
Union, Omaha, Neb...... 00065. 
Feb. 
2. a R. Keiffer, Colorado Springs, 
ME ewe wnas ieee) ore wekinn oun nes 
a Lasal No. 144, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Macon, Ga. 
6. Federation of Labor, Baltimore, 
PS ied vou nai de earn at 
8. Local No. 13, International Typo- 
graphical Union, Boston, ass.. 
8. Federated Trades and Labor Un- 
ions, Meriden, Conn........... 
9. John Link, Salt Lake, Utah...... 
9. Division No. 249, Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, South 
Benne. Wik. wecececnscencs 
11. Structral Iron Workers, of Jones 
& Laughlin, Pittsburg, Pa...... 
11. Finishers’ Union, No. 9, South 
Oe a Pr re ee 
11. Local No. 225, Brotherhood of Car- 
yenters and Joiners, Knoxville, 
i ee cReneie vikas peceecens 
13. Gold Gilders’ Union, No. 5768, 
ese TIE co cinecqoktaneseeess 
13. Brewers’ Unions, Nos. 1, 81, 69, 
per E. Kurzenknabe ........... 
13. Local No. 362, Brotherhood of Car- 
yenters and Joiners, Winona, 
PS: cadevecvcete weiseeresces 
14. Division No. 157, Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, Jersey 
COe,, IR. Foc cccccvcvencscene 
15. Local No. 750, Brotherhood of Car- 
nenters and Joiners, Asbury 
Park, A eer aeere 
15. Bonanza Lodge No. 194, Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Firemen, 
Wilocwin, Met. «cnccsevesceves 
15. Stevedores, ’Longshoremen and 
Riggers’ Union, No. 5627, Ta- 
COME, WSR. .ccccvsvcccese 
18. Citizens of San Luis Potose, Mex., " 
Mexican coin, per Harry Mury. 
20. Local No. 3, Brotherhood of Car- 
nenters and Joiners, Lawrence, 
RA Zawdr cue) Shae uetNneeny 
20. Glass Blowers’ Union, No. 64, Bal- 
WEG I ab ceed oadecadennns 
20. Brotherhood of Carpenters — and 
Joiners, Local No. 360, Gales- 
a | reer re 
Journeymen Bakers’ Union, Local 
No; a6, Denves, Col..sscovcans 
23. Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners, Local No. 208, Lancaster, 
Meat ciuetased., aecesaerecs aes 
24. reeake  See of Carupenters and 
Joiners, Local No. 523, Superior, 
WE: Cantednceck. wivuaeaev ess 
24. Trades Council, Detroit, Mich.... 
25. Trades Assembly, Pueblo, Col.... 
March. 
1. Painters’ and Decorators’ Local No. 
Se, South Bend, INE... scseees 
», Advance Lodge, No. 26, A. A. of 
Iron and Steel Workers, Wheel- 
ee. We) Wiis cthev eens sdivaase 
4. Standard Lodge, No. 158, Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Firemen, 
eS rere ee 
4. J. L. Frank, Salt Lake City, Utah 
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6. Federal Labor Union, No. 5759, 
Anatonds, MORE... isiavceccces $ 10 00 
6. Local No. 192, Cigar Makers’ In- 
ternational Union, Manchester, 
Px he veucceuimedewcnauaemens 24 00 
8. Local No. 13, Brass Workers’ In- 
ternational Union, St. Louis, 
Bin utce nes! aa nen wee saat 10 00 
8. Local No. 43, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, Hartford, 
CME. unnncnaihedus: manda eae 25 00 
16. Local No. 64, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, New York 
RES scciteugetavimn-.coaeaeaaed 22 50 
18. E. W. Murray, Philips, Wis..... 25 00 
18. Anchor Lodge, No. 54, Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Firemen, Mo- 
GSRY, “MEG. os Kannecsccascasaas 6 15 
ane 
13. Butchers and Sausage Makers’ Un- 
ion, Detroit, Mich. ......cccces 5 00 
26. Lodge No. 172, Brotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Firemen, Tacoma, 
NERO Séscevcwce aareaeeoanns 13 90 
May. 
15. Local No. 97, Brewery Workmen’s 
National Union, St. Paul, Minn. 20 00 
June. 
5. Mason’s and Cincinnati Com- 
panies Brewery Workmen, Ham- 
| ree ee 26 45 
13. Local No. 250, Cigar Makers’ In- 
ternational Union, Belleville, II. 33 00 
13. Local No. 433, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, 3ellevile, 
SO devnnvincsh. ‘Stauaatebueos 5 00 
OAL i itee a, Hee det cemedeaaee $7,043 , 66 
EXPENSES. 
Jan., 1893. 
31. By Attorney’s Fee, W. W. Erwin, 
we EO BRU. 6 co cccccavancs $2000 00 
March. 
10. By Attorney’s Fee, W. W. Erwin, 
St: Pak DMN occas cuscce sc 500 00 
16. By Exchange of Mexican Silver to 
American Money .............. 64 96 
21. By Expense of Men Indicted, per 
M. M. Garland, Pittsburg, Pa... 1000 oo 
ROMNE ) ducntamevn cuts vadetecun $3,564 96 
ROOM: MMII: 5 3.55 cad rand a weheewie 7,043 66 
FOGRT ADEOME: < fitsu wetadeuncueawe 3,564 96 
Balance on hand ......2e.sscee- $3,478 70 
At the request of several National Unions 


loans _were-made to them during the year end- 
ing October 31, 1891, out of the balance left 
in the Assessment Fund. When the question 
of repaying these loans was under considera- 
tion at the last convention tne matter was re- 
ferred to the Executive Council to do as they 
deemed best under the circumstances. 

After due consideration the Executive Coun- 
cil decided to extend the time for the repay- 
ment of the loans, and in order to assist the 
Unions in the meantime $200 were donated to 
each of the following named organizations: 
The International Furniture Workers of Amer- 
ica, and the United Brotherhood of Tanness 
and Curriers, to help to build up their respect- 


ive Unions, with the understanding that the 
loans made to all Unions be refunded by De- 
cember, 1893. \t the same time the Secre- 
tary of the A. F. of L. was requested to no- 


tify each Union and ask for a repayment of the 
moneys loaned, should they not refund the 
amounts at the time stated. 
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In accordance with these instructions, I no- 
tified the respective Secretaries, and all their 
replies are to the same effect, stating their 
inability to repay the loans owing to a lack of 
funds, brought about by the large number of 
members they have out of employment, and 
asking a further extension of tme. 

The outstanding loans are as follows: The 
United Brotherhood of Tanners and Curriers, 
$500; Furriers’ National Union, $500; Na- 
tional Quarrymen’s Union, $500; Furniture 
Workers’ International Union, $1,500, amount- 
ing to $3,000, and $2,000 loaned the present 
year to the United Garment Workers of 
America, making a total of $5,000. The loans 
made to the Electrical Workers and the Ger- 
man American Typographia of $500 each have 
both been repaid as per agreement entered into. 

This question, I think, should be considered 
by the convention, and decisive action taken 
that will dispose of it in the best manner pos- 
sible. 

As in former years, detailed reports have 
been sent out every three months, of receipts 
and expenses, to all unions entitled to receive 
them. 

For the year ending October 31, 1893, 202 
Charters have been granted to State Federa- 
tions, Central Bodies, Local and Federal L,a- 
bor Unions in twenty-eight States, as follows: 








CRMOOMMIR .iccs ccs G6 Missouri .... .0.st4 
COED svewcsecs 2 Minnesota .... .. 6 
Connecticut ..ce0- & NORORUER cece cove 8 
POE cuts weec'a 2 New Jersey ...... 2 
DOR. ccc cocccS New FOR ccccrce 15 
DE biscs obese S CREO. bax < cessic-ces 21 
eee s§ Okiatonia .... «os f 
DE csne se0en S.. SE. once wtaes I 
Kentucky 2 Pennsylvania .. .. 2 
Louisiana ooe @ Bhode Island .... 6 

ee 3 OS rrr I 
Maryland cove @ WHOUE cc cx ccd 
Massz achusetts .. «30 Washington eeuno 8 
Michigan .... ...14 Dist. of Columbia. 1 


Charters have also been issued to six (6) 
National Unions, making a total of 208 for 
the year. In addition to this, quite a number 
of charter applications have been received 
through the office of the American Federation 
of Labor and forwarded to National Unions 
affiliated, and four charters have been sent to 
National Unions not affiliated. In other in- 
stances our organizers have sent charter ap- 
plications direct from local unions that they 
have organized and attached them to the .Na- 
tional Unions of their respective trades. 





Qur organizers are doing some very valu- 
able work in this line, and their untiring ef- 
forts and devotion to the cause is highly com- 
mendable and worthy of better compensation 
for the work they perform. 

The receipts and expenses for the year are 
as follows. 

RECEIPTS. 


Per Capita Tax and Sup- 


rr rer. $12,820 96 
ee | ae 1,000 00 
Homestead Legal Defense 

ME Sivece  wvawresic 7,043 66 
Balance on hand Novy. 1, 


DE eek s bbe hehe es 7,666 18 
- - $28,530 80 





EXPENSES. 

BOONOR ccts. Soksicnanss $ 1,477 64 
Stationery eecccces 2 02 
Traveling and organizing 2 399 04 
SEED neicie tans 64 72 
errr ee 1,925 00 
Fixtures, etc., "for office. 17 70 
Salaries and Clerk Hire. 5,068 50 
a! rrr eee 1,108 15 
Strike Assistance Loaned 2,500 00 
IE xpressage ha see 232 65 
Postage and amped En 

ae ree 1,042 5 
Rent, Fuel, Gas and Of- , 

ee ee ee 630 49 
Miscellaneous ...... eer 159 92 
Attornef’s Fees,  Pitts- 

burg, Pa., Printers.... 850 00 
Attorney’s Fees, A. F. 

of L,., Injunction case. 250 00 
Homestead Legal Defense 

WEEE Siintie Saas casa 3,564 96 

WOM <56556. Skee ous 


Balance in Treasury, 
Homestead Fund 
Balance in Treasury, 
General Fund 

Total 


COMPARATIVE SUMMARY. 





: ; 1887 

Total Receipts ......... $ 2,100 34 

Total Expenses ........ 2,074 39 

ee Sere - 
1888. 

Total Receipts ......... $ 4,538 50 

ei oC 3,933 67 

Pe - — 
1889. 

Total a eee ree $ 7,443 23 

otal Expenses ........ 6,578 33 

Balance ...ccess oo. —-— 
1890. 

Total Receipts ...... $24,714 64 

lotal Expenses ........ 21,070 57 

PE sanuss wieeny —— 
1891 

Total ee $21,346 43 

Total Expenses ........ 13,190 07 

Ee oe = 
1892. 

Total Receipts ......... $25,990 87 

Total Expenses ........ 18,324 69 
Balance in Treasury.. 
1893. 

Total Meceigts ..ccccecs $28,530 80 

Total Expenses ....... 21,3 1383 36 


Balance in Treasury .. == 





[1893 


$2t, 383 
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$7,147 


$604 


$864 


$3,644 


$8,156 


$7,666 
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In my report to the Twelfth Annual Convention I suggested an amendment to the Con- 
stitution that was endorsed by the Committee on Secreary’s Report and referred to the Committee 
on Law by the Convention. As the change was not made at that time, and believing that a 
c 


ange is still necessary, I beg to recommend the striking out of the first word “any” on line rst, 
ction 3, of Art. 10, and the words ‘‘of one” after the word workers in the same line, and in- 
serting the words “following any,” on the first line after the word workers. The section will 
then pen as follows: 

3, Art. 10. “Seven wage-workers ‘following any’ trade, of good character, and favor- 
able ry Tr: ade Unions, and not members of any body affiliated with this Federation, who will sub- 
scribe to this constitution, shall have the power to form a local body, to be known as a ‘‘Fed- 
eral Labor Union. 

also suggest an amendment to Article IX., Section 1st, on Revenue, by striking out the fig- 
ures and the words “$25.00 per annum’ on line 5 after the word “bodies” at the end of line 
four, and inserting the figures and words ‘$6.25 every three months.”’ ‘The section will then read 
as follows: 

Sec I., Art IX. ‘“‘The revenue of the Federation shall be derived as follows From Inter- 
national and National Trade Unions, a per capita tax of one- — of one cent per member per 
month; from Local Trade Unions and Federal Unions, one cent per member per month; and 
from Central Labor Unions of City and State Federated bodies $6.25 every three months. All 
moneys shall be payable to the Secretary of the Federation.” 

In justice to all Unions affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, I believe it is proper 
that a change should be made in the Constitution on the question of Revenue from Central Labor 
Union and State bodies. As the Constitution reads at present it is construed to mean that by 
paying the tax at the close of the year Central Bodies are entitled to representation at the An- 
nual Convention the same as National and Local Unions that are required to pay their tax 
monthly. If it was the intention of the framers of the present constitution to give Central Bod 
ies one year’s credit before paying their tax, it would be quite a relief to the Secretary of the 
A. F. of I. to be so informed, as it would save him from appearing over-officious when complying 
with the following provision made by the constitution: 

Sec. 3, Art. IX. ‘“‘Any organization, affiliated with this Federation, not paying its per capita 
tax on or before the 15th of each month, shall be notified of the fact by the Secretary of the 
Federation, and if at the end of three months it is still in arrears, it shall become suspended from 
membership in the Federation, and can only be reinstated by vote of the convention, when such 
arrearages are paid in full.” 

t the last convention, owing to the sad state of affairs existing among the Iron Workers at 
Homestead, Pa., brought about Groue®. the lockout that was inaugurated by the firm of Carnegie, 
Phipps & Co., and the trouble of the Coeur D’Alene and Tennessee miners, the delegates to show 
their kind appreciation of the position our fellow-workers occupied at that time, made donations 
out of the treasury of $500.00 for Homestead, and $500 each for the Coeur D’Alene and Ten 
nessee miners. This, together with $200.00 donated to the International Furniture Workers’ Un- 
ion, $200.00 to the U. B. of Tanners and Curriers of America, and $25.00 to Trades and Labor 
Assembly, Logansport, Indiana, to help to build up their organization with $754.90 that has been 
paid for organizing and educating purposes as provided for by the last convention, together with 
$2,000 loaned to the United Garment Workers of America during their lockout in New York City 
in April, 1893, out of the treasury this year has reduced the surplus we had on hand at the close 
of last year. Since no provision was made by the convention to meet these expenses, it had to be 
taken out of the general fund. 

While we can realize the benefit these National Unions have derived from the loans and do- 
nations referred to, it is evident that to meet such emergencies in the future, provision should 
be made to establish a fund for that purpose. 

During the past year the following extra amounts have been expended for purposes named: 

Balance of attorney’s fees, Pittsburg printers, $850.00; attorney’s fee, A. F. of L. injunction 
case U. G. B. boycott, $250.00; loaned to United Garment Workers, $2,000; donations Home- 
stead Relief fund, $500.00; Cceur D’Alene miners, $500.00; Tennessee miners, $500.00; Inter- 
national Furniture Weeners, $200.00; Tanners and Curriers, $200.00; Trades and Labor As 
sembly, Logansport, Ind., $25.00; Campaign of Education, $754.90; organizing Indiana, $200.00, 
total, $5,979.90. 

The above amount does not include general organizers’ expenses amounting to $1,444.14. By 
deducting from this amount $048.30, balance in treasury last year from donation and assessment 
fund, and $500.00 each loans repaid by Electrical Workers Union No. 5468, and German-Amer 
ican Typographia Union, it will show that $4,031.60 has been used out of the general fund this 
year in addition to the $1,948.30 belonging to the donation and assessment fund which is now 
exhausted. - 

In conclusion, I cannot refrain from calling your attention to the fact that many unioris 
affiliated have suffered severely during the past few months through lack of employment, and an 
unusually large number of their members are still idle with very little prospects of any improve 
ment for some time to come. This is not very cheering news, but facts are stubborn things and 
we must deal with them as they are. <A little encouragement at this time from the more perma 
nent unions to help the we: “¥ ones will aid considerably in carrying them over the present crisis. 

Never in the history of the A. F. of L.. was there more necessity for true unionism among 
the toilers of our country. Every indication points towards increased struggles to maintain living 
wages. The present law-makers of the nation refuse to listen to the wants of the toiling masses. 
The time for workingmen to legislate for themselves is apparent to all 

Jpon the solidarity of the trade union movement depends the future weal or woe of the 
wage-workers, and I trust that every union man will stick to his post of duty, guard well labor's 
interest as becomes a true picket, when vigilance, the price of liberty, is the only safe-guard and 
protector of just and equitable rights for all. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the American Federation of Labor in Convention Assembled: 


Brothers:—I herewith submit my report as Treasurer of the A. F. of L. from November 1, 
1892, to November 1, 1893. 


GENERAL FUND——INCOME,. 





1892. 
” -a ) MIES DARIR MMII og sino, 9a ks ni wid os 50:6 0:16 LNW SLoiglaeigislelbwislaleale an ove ewe aces meee $ 7,666 18 
De, Si. “eee Seem enereteey ©. TRVBRE so. oc cic recs c vo esesees bosivveeees renee 1,290 88 
iment,» S2,.  Seeeervee Shim: Pecreary G. TVHNSs.. oc sce cccrccccencsceessedecccesvavese 1,575 84 
1893. 
oan, St.  Beceived trom Secretary C. TRAVERS. ..0.66cc icc ccc cei cocescesccscsaceevevtve 1,417 92 
Dee, Be. semcniwen seems mrcretaty To. TORe. ... . oo aces ccccccecesccesccvecveceseeses 1,089 59 
Mar. 31. Received from Secretary C. Evans...........cccccccccccnvccccevcsvcccees 1,152 40 
Apr. 30. Received from Secretary RNS 6 Iss cS giyis es acy eid eee Shad ee A ee eS 1,050 57 
Deer Bi. enw, creme, OreeRey (TUES. 6.6 ooo.o.c svc ccce sas vésioe Cecnseeciedeces 1,255 48 
June 30. Received from Secretary C. Evans.......... re Rr Tiere ere ore 1,383 80 
Daly St. mecewen Mom Becretary C, TWANG ..0.6.. .ccccccsascccucescctccesssececvens 864 21 
Pe. St. Meembrwee Trem Seceetery C, VMS... wie esccccrevecvccccvvccstsesecs 1,009 98 
Sept. 30. Mocewwed om Secretary C. TVAAGs. ook ccs vcccscoscccccvcavecssessenece 698 41 
Roe, Ss. GRCRIED EEO: SOCHONRry C. TWGRR se se circ ecticcenecevetcncescegrvevses 1,031 88 
RNS PO a Coals ee als BAW 6 Gs hay elo a TAKS WENie Eek een ell $21,487 14 
EXPENSES. 
1892. ; : 
et ie) CMM MORIRUNIEE, SCDEOMEL ORD 5 5:5 00s o wi vinbiaiviiales Sensis Oabsk cau dee eeanens $1,221 37 
i ae ge IN: CEE CRIN 4 Gig. 5:5 6 wb 0: '0:4:5,5:'9 9.0 p aie eure ab § S:9'N big Co bine DLE ¥Leie 2,033 06 
1893. 
i ie ae NESE MRIS hal 5656 5.0.55 og we a 55 55 boos ee Oo: we 09.9 5.09 et Re BEES SOS 2,911 18 
EEE OE Tr ee Pre ere rrr ee 1,579 17 
lS ot as peg bwSGee shee heNRhekeseeas.erebebe nes 1,376 53 
ey si. | a aS EI ca 65 6.5/6 il, dod 6.6.0:6'4:0 SP OEE NO OTT ESE O.E SESE REC RN 3,212 57 
ee eR NEED ogy ein G6 0.'9.0:'4.9-5 5 v.0\ip. © 0h co dcb.0'0 9. 6 pin ORD A Awe hua iews 1,075 58 
ee ey ee IN ER OE ona 5 5 0 5-5 0:016'v 619.8 0'0)5.60:5:5 bw 6.6 4-004, 00 0.6 O EN ta hes 765 34 
eng a NE SOE 6 AG's 5 'p:6-4.5 nveie-tiwnlon- eS -evew 6 o:9 0G Ak D DOR LE SES eR 883 46 
Pe ee, en OE MERON NI 6 65 5g:6k 01 b:u6:0.0k v9 WARNS bee Ole Sele oRS ROK vceaes 1,083 49 
Sept. 30. Paid Warrants 1,596-1,618 RG ee Sn CATE ee ea eee alae We hete tee ae 936 62 
as Baek) ee > NEI SURE UNES 5,555.4 0 35:5 91a o 6dis oie weleloeres sel pe ake ainctcee saws Yl 740 03 
NE EEE LEER LEE REL COMA OT ICT TET CCE TIO Ce SCR er $17,818 40 
SE EE RCE TC RET Te Ae Rn ee RS eRe $21,487 14 
ee IN eye oN Ve c6) Goes in vainve tase sib wie SrA ne Aral BIAcwN'S Ge 9 ole cnle Saale /eueale tine Wl $17,818 40 
eee i oe ee Un MOONY INN 25 Gy sha Win a gre wo Sioa eral y She Rule aeie aN ARG ane Re $ 3,668 74 
HOMESTEAD LEGAL DEFENSE FUND. 
Received of Secretary Chris, Evans. ........0...ssccsccecscecsccvecscevscccsccceses $ 7,043 66 
aren 0: SEPP NED TorAD, SUCRE, WH AETONE «6.5 c5.0.0 06.0 viens. 6.8606 69 00.00% 004.08 008 8% hiv eee 3,504 96 
eae SR RONNIE MUNIN S065 55 456 0's 5idp is 0a Wine lesosalp Mlb we Wea eee eo NACE $3:478 70 
aman SA NNNRMENRN = NRINND y546%a0'i6 fc) soso in ios esd: 41d MCB Winieceieplad.daKbleee hed KOd oem Ewe ewae’ $ 3,668 74 
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At the close of another year as Treasurer of the A. F. of L., I again thank the Unions of 
America for the honor and confidence reposed in me, and hope that my administration of the 
affairs of the office will meet with your and your constituents’ approval. Fraternally yours, 

s . ? JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 

New York, Nov. 1, 1893. 
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President Gompers announced the follow 


ing committees: 


Committee on President's Report—Wm. B. 
Prescott, H. J. Skeffington, J. J. Linehan, John 
C. Dernell, A. Fureseth. 

Committee on Secretary’s 
Fox, Chas. Call, L. R. Carl, P. 
J. W. McKinney. 

Committee on Rules and Order of Business— 
W. Hughes, Cameron Miller, Adam Belz, Geo. 
Guntner, Robert Bandlow. 


Report— Martin 
Ewald Jensen, 


Moved that committees as appointed be con- 
firmed. 

Carried. 
well chosen 
Lloyd, 
which 


President Gompers, in a few 
Henry D. 


a paper to the convention 


words, introduced who read 
was enthusi- 
astically received with storms of applause, and 
three cheers given at the close. 

Moved by 


vote 


Drummond that a rising 
Henry D. 
for his excellent and able address. 


Delegate 
of thanks be tendered to Mr. 
Lloyd, 

Unanimously adopted. 


President Gompers thanked Mr. Lloyd for 
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the excellent and able paper read, in a few 
well chosen words, in the name of organized 
and unorganized labor, and in behalf of the 


vast army of toilers represented in the Amer- 


ican Federation of Labor. 

Moved by Delegate Kelly, that 10,000 copies 
be printed and distributed. 

Amended to spread the address of Mr. 
on the minutes. 


Lloyd 
Amendment by that 20,- 
Lloyd’s address be printed 
and distributed within thirty days, and sent to 
all labor papers and labor unions of the United 


Delegate McGuire, 


000 copies of Mr. 


States, and recommend that it be given the 
widest publicity. 
By Delegate Morgan, that they be printed 


before the convention adjourns. 


Delegate Powers moved that action be de- 
ferred until tomorrow and made a_ special 
order in the morning. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, 


President Gompers declared the convention ad- 
journed. 


SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1893. 


Convention called to order at 9 sharp, 


President Gompers in chair. 

Roll of delegates called and absentees noted, 
as follows: 
Fox, Metcalf, Valentine, 
Drummond, Miller, Carney, 
Powers, Fureseth, Skeffington, Guntner, Byron, 
Nash, Keefe, Daly, Pomeroy, 
Jones, J. A. Tracey, Dabney, 
McGlynn, T. 


Barnes, Dorsey, 


Lineham, Belz, 
Grimes, Green, 
Dopheide, 
Carmody, Lee, 
Griffin, 

Minutes of 
approved. 

Moved by Delegate Foster: 

That the Federation of Labor endorse the 
request of the Theatrical Stage Employes’ Un- 
ion and that the delegates to this convention 
patronize only those places of amusement which 
have not antagonized union labor. 


Agreed to. 


Looby, 
Soulanger, 
Armstrong. 

read and 


previous day's session 


Delegate Penna, Chairman of Committee on 
Credentials, reported favorably on Frank M. 
Van Horn of the Journeymen Barbers’ Inter- 
national Union, and Geo, A. Marthaler, of the 
Coopers’ International Union, and delegates 
were seated. 


Motion that 20,000 of Mr. Lloyd’s 


copies 


address be printed and’ distributed within thirty 
days. 

Motion by Delegate Morgan that they be 
printed before the convention adjourns. 


Weismann moved as a substitute 
20,000 copies be printed within one week 


date. 


Delegate 
that 
from 


Lennon that the document be 


proceedings. 


By Delegate 
printed in the 
Ruled out of 
ready 


order, as a substitute had al- 


been offered. 
Moved to close debate. 
Carried. 
Vote on substitute. 
Lost. 

Amendment to print before 


convention closes was carried by a rising vote 


20,000 copies 


of 54 for and 19 against. 
The following telegram from Concord Co- 
Operative Printing Company was read: 
New York, Dec. 11, 1893. 
Chris. Evans, Secretary American Federation 
of Labor, Council Chambers, Chicago, IIl.: 
Please express to convention our regret on 
omission of union label _from_ officers’ 


just printed. B. J. HAV 
Manager Concord Co-Operative Printing Co. 
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Delegate McGlynn asked right of privileged 
motion, that Mr. David Lubin, of Sacra- 
mento, Cal., be allowed the privilege of the 
floor after the reading of the minutes Wed- 
nesday noon. 


By Delegate Pomeroy, that W. T. 
London, Eng., be included. 


Stead, of 
By Delegate Morgan, that the time be lim- 
ited to one-half hour. 

Delegate Pomeroy desired to withdraw the 
name of Mr. Stead. 

Granted. 
hold 
a special session Thursday evening to hear the 
gentlemen alluded to. 


Substitute by Delegate Lennon, to 


McCarthy 
evening session 


Delegate raises 
that 


order. 


point of 
of Federation is not in 


order, 


Chair ruled that convention could hold spe- 
cial session at any time. 
Previous question called for and agreed to. 
Motion that invitation be extended to Mr. 
Iubin to address the convention, was adopted. 
Substitute of Lennon, to hold a 
special session Thursday, was lost. 
that Mr. Lubin be 
meeting this 


Delegate 


Motion 
dress the 


allowed to ad- 
afternoon, after the 
reading of the minutes, was adopted. 

Gompers introduced Rev. H. W. 
who asked Rev. M. L,. Williston to 
read a resolution which was unanimously and 


President 
Thomas, 


enthusiastically passed at a meeting of ministers 
from almost every religious creed of the city 
of Chicago, after which the Rev. Mr. Thomas 
made a short address, as also did Bishop Fal- 
lows, Dr. Edwards, Dr. Gilbert, Mr. White and 
Rabbi 


President Gompers thanked the ministers for 


srown. 


their cheering words and good wishes spoken, 
which were cheered to the echo. 

Delegate Hart moved that we give the min- 
isters of the gospel a vote of thanks. 


Carried unanimously. 


Chairman Penna reported favorably on the 


credentials of K. A. Drach, of Musical Pro- 
tective Union, Baltimore, Md., and recom- 
mended he be seated, and that protest from 


the Federation of said city be referred to 
Committee on Grievance; and favorable on F. 
y, Pouchot, of Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice 
Workers’ International Association. 


G. W. Reading, from Tri-City Labor 
gress of Davenport, Moline and Rock 
not being affiliated with the American 
tion of Labor, was rejected. 


Con- 
Island 
Federa- 


Delegates Ida B. Keyes, 
Workers’ Union, Indianapolis, 
F. Coughlin, of the United 


from Taundry 
Ind., and John 
srotherhood of 
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Tanners and Curriers of 


America, 
ported favorable and seated. 


were re- 

Wm. Jones and Chas. G. Stivers, presented 
credentials from the Anti-Convict Contract La- 
bor League, which we report unfavorably, for 
the reason that the said League is not attached 
to nor affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. We learn, however, that these peo- 
ple did not anticipate being admitted as dele- 
gates to this body, but only wanted the priv- 
ilege to make a brief report of the work of 
said League, and deemed this the easiest way 
to get a hearing. Your Committee, while rec- 
ognizing that this matter may not be properly 
within its jurisdiction, venture to recommend 
that these people be heard in this convention 
as desited by them, at such time as Commit- 
tee on Rules and Order of Business, or this 
convention may designate. 


Motion to adopt report. 

Carried. 

The following report of the Auditing Com- 
mittee on Secretary’s 
adopted: 
To the 

teenth 

Federation of 


report was read and 


Thir- 


American 


Members of the 
Convention of the 


Officers and 
Annual 
Labor: 


We, your committee appointed to audit the 
accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer of 
this body for the twelve months ending No- 
vember 1, 1893, ask to report that we have 
carefully examined the same and found them 
correct. 

Following is a statement of receipts and ex- 
penditures: 


MONEY IN TREASURY, NOV. 1, 1893. 
falance in general fund........... $ 3,668 74 
Salance in Homestead fund........ 3.478 70 
TE csv uemaGeaGe deievamee eens $ 7,147 44 

TOTAL RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
Total receipts of year, (including 


balance on hand Nov. 1, 1892)...$28,530 80 
Total expenditures, including money 
expended for benefit of Homest’d.$21,383 36 


Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1893....$ 7,147 44 
All of which is deposited in the German 
Exchange Bank of New York City. 
GENERAL FUND. 
Le ee $ 7,666 18 


capita and sup 
loans returned......... 


Balance on hand Nov. 1, 
Receipts from pet 
plies and 13,820 96 
Making the total amount placed 
to the credit of the general fund. 21,487 14 
Expenditures for year..........+0. 17,818 40 
fund, Nov. 


Balance in general 


1903 


HOMESTEAD FUND. 


Donations for Homestead fund..... $ 7,043 66 
Expenditures for defense.$3,500 00 


Cost exchange Mexican 
silver to U. S. money.. 64 96 
WE Nb sats. ever seres 3,564 96 
Ree Gr BOO onc kvvacctvusaans $ 3,478 70 


1893] 


All books, papers and accounts were easy of 
access and kept in a neat and systematic man- 
ner. 

Your committee would recommend that the 
money remaining in the Homestead or defense 
fund be transferred to the general fund. 


Thanking the Secretary for much valuable 
assistance, we remain, Yours 
& £. DRO MMOND, 
E. C. SMIEFH, 
P. J. RELLY, 


Auditing Committee. 
Report of Committee on Rules was read. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES. 
Chicago, Dec. 12, 1893. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Thir- 
teenth Annual Convention: 
We, your Committee on Rules, 
submit for your consideration the 
rules to govern this convention: 


Rule 1. The convention shall be called to 
order at 9 A. M., adjourn at 12:30 P. M.; to 
reassemble at 2 P. M. and to continue in ses- 
sion until 5 o’clock P. M 

Rule 2. Every delegate, when he rises to 
speak, shall respectfully address the chair. 
While speaking he shall confine himself to the 
question. 

Rule 3. 
at the same time, the chair shall decide 
is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4. No delegate shall interrupt another 
in his senudidion unless it be to call him to or- 
der. 

Rule 5. If a delegate, while speaking, be 
called to order, he shall at the request of the 
chair, take his seat until the question of order 
is determined, when, if permitted, he may pro- 
ceed again. 

Rule 6. <A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject or question, 
until all who wish to speak have had an op- 
portunity to do so, nor more than twice with- 
out permission from the house, nor any longer 
than five minutes at one time without permis- 
sion. 

Rule A question shall not be subject to 
debate until it has been seconded and _ stated 
from the chair, and it shall be reduced to 
writing at the request of any member. 


Rule 8. When a question is before the 
house, no motion shall be in order, except to 
adjourn, to refer, for the previous question, to 
postpone indefinitely, to postpone for a certain 
time, to divide or to amend, which motions 
shall severally have precedence in the order 
herein named. z 


beg leave to 
following 


Should two or more rise to speak 
who 


Rule 9. A motion to lay on the table shall 
be put without debate. 


Rule 10. <A motion for a_ reconsideration 
shall not be received unless made by a delegate 
who voted in the majorjty, and shall require a 
majority vote. 

Rule 11. Any delegate who may not be 
present to answer his name at roll call shall be 
marked absent by the Secretary. But in the 
event of being unavoidably absent shall have 
the privilege of reporting to the Secretary. 


Rule 12. The previous question can only be 
put when called for by at least ten delegates. 
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Rule 13. All questions not herein provided 
for shall be decided according to Cushing’s 
Manual. 


Moved that the report be taken up seriatim. 
Amended to be adopted as a whole as read. 
Carried. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 





1. Roll call of officers and delegates, 

2. Reading minutes of previous session. 
3. Report of Committee on Credentials. 
4. Reports of officers. 

5. Reports of regular committees. 

6. Reports of special committees. 

7. Unfinished business. 

8. Yew business. 


9. Election and installation of officers. 
10. Good of the Federation. 
11. Adjournment. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
W. HUGHES, Chairman. 
ROBT BANDLOW, Sec. 
GEO. M. GUNTNER, 
Cz ME RON MILLER, 
ADAM BELZ, 
Committee. 


communi- 
as fol- 


President Gompers announced a 


cation from Drummond Tobacco Co., 
lows: 

St. Louis, Dec. 9, 1893. 
To the Delegates to the Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor, Chicago, IIL: 

Gentlemen:—Permit us to present to the 
members of your honorable body three twenty- 
four pound butts of our famous ‘Horse Shoe” 
tobacco. We trust it will be accepted in the 
friendly spirit in which it is sent; that you 
will find it a solace during the business of 
the convention, as well as an excellent aid to 
digestion during the recesses. 

Accept it as a token of our recognition of 
organized labor, and may your convention 
prove a success is the earnest wish of 

Your friend, 
THE DRUMMOND TOBACCO CO. 
Per McHose. 


Accepted with thanks. 


The Secretary received and read the follow- 
ing communication: 

Chicago, IIL, Dec. 11, 
Secretary American 


1893. 
Chris. Evans, Federation 
of Labor: 

Dear Sir and Brother: 
lowing resolutions to be of immediate interest 
to the cause of organized labor, we request the 
reading of the same as early as possible. 

Fraternally yours, 
NASH, 

L. T. O’BRIEN. 

There are at the present time 
several thousands of retail clerks in this city 
without employment, while thousands of others 
are compelled to work two (2) days in one 
(1,) owing to the pernicious custom of keeping 
the retail stores open until far into the night. 
Taking into consideration the fact that hun- 
dreds and even thousands of dollars at present 
going into the hands of one or two corpora- 
tions in the shape of fuel and lighting bills, 
might be saved by the retail merchants and 
distributed in the torm of wages provided they 


Considering the fol 


WHEREAS, 
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closed their respective 
six (6) &.: ML. 


places of business at 


or 6:30, and 

WHEREAS, The adoption of an early clos- 
ing regime would tend to withdraw a great 
percentage of the present unemployed mass of 
retail clerks from the overstocked labor mar- 
ket, and in doing so would to a great extent 
eliminate the present distress, without resort- 
ing to charitable measures. 

RESOLVED, That we, the 
thirteenth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor through the medium of 
the press, call upon the retail merchants of the 
city of Chicago, to adopt a universal early 
hour for closing; both in the interests of hu- 
manity and of commerce. 


delegates to the 


. 
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That we 
all delegates present to call for union clerks 
when making purchases during their stay in 
this city and to buy no goods at a later hour 
than 6 P. M. 


instruct 


Yours iver? 
LOUIS "NASH, 
Clerks’ Nat. Pro. 


Representing Retail 


Adopted. 


’Ass’n. 


The Secretary read the program of business 
to the convention. 

The hour of 
the President 
journed. 

= 


adjcurnment having arrived 


declared the convention ad- 


SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1893. 


Convention called to order at 2 P. M. 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called, 
noted: 


and the following absentees 


Aalborg, Jones. 
Minutes of session 


proved. 


morning read and ap- 


Delegate Lennon moved that the communi- 
cation ‘of the ministers be incorporated in the 
minutes; being no objection, it 
ordered by the President, 
by Rev. Mr. Williston, 


At a meeting of ministers 
noon, representing nearly every 
nomination in the city, assembled to consider 
the present extraordinary emergency in Chi- 
cago, a committee was appointed to present to 
your body the following expressions of fra- 
ternal interest and _ fellowship, which was 
unanimously and enthusiastically adopted: 

It was resolved that, in believing, as we are 
sure you also do, that love to God is proved by 
love to man, we earnestly desire a happy and 
satisfactory issue to the deliberations of your 
influential body on behalf of the millions of 
industrious men whom you represent, whose 
interests you have at heart, and whose faith- 
ful labor is a strong foundation stone beneath 
the temple of the national well being. 

We also desire at all times, and most espe- 
cially in this crisis of bitter trouble, to act 
with you in all practical ways in relieving the 
present distress, and in promoting those high 
and worthy ends which you worthily seek. 

Special order of business being at hand, the 
President introduced Mr. David Lubin, of 
Sacramento, and after a few remarks requested 
Delegate Carl to read a paper 
tion, after which Mr. 
dress. 


there was so 

and read as follows 

secretary: 

Monday after- 
religious de- 


to the conven- 
Lubin resumed his ad- 


Delegate Lennon moved a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Lubin, which was agreed to, and Presi- 


dent Gompers expressed the same in behalf of 
the delegates present. 
President Gompers then announced the fol- 
lowing standing committees: 
Committee on Resolutions — 
Henry Weismann, W. D. Mahon, 
gan, Roady Kenehan. 
Committee on Laws—John 


Jo hn Smith, 
Thos. J. Me- 


McBride, P. J. 


McGuire, J. M. Barnes, Richard Powers, Jos. 
Valentine. 
Committee on Organization—Thos. J. Grif- 


fin, Henry Miller, Ph. A. Hofher, J. J. Byron, 
Ww 


V. C. Pomeroy. 
Committee on 


Labels and Bgycotts—W. H. 


Marden, Louis Nash, Chas. F. Bechtold, Wm. 
Neuroth, C. F. Reichers. 
Committee on Grievances—Daniel Keefe, 


Samuel Ross, 
John Green. 

Committee on 
James 


C. J. Anderson, R. C. Longsdon, 


Local or Federated Bodies— 
Duncan, James Brettell, M. McGlynn, 
Daly, W. J. Miller. 


Regular order of business was resumed. 
Delegate Jensen moved that the program of 

business as read by Secretary be adopted. 
Declared out of order by chair. 


Delegate Kenehan moved that a special com- 
mittee of five be appointed. 


Delegate Weismann moved that the subject 


matter of the program be referred to the ap- 
propriate committees having the matter in 
charge. 


Agreed to. 

referred amendments to 
resolutions, embodied in 
the program, to the following committees: 


President 
the constitution and 


Gompers 


AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 

No. 1. 
tions 1, 


LAWS. 
By Delegate Lennon, Article V, Sec- 
2 and 3. 
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No. 2. By Delegate Prescott, to amend Sec- 
tion 2, Article VII. 

No. 3. By Delegate Weismann, to amend 
Section 3, Article IV, and repeal Section 6, 
Article 


No. 4. By Council of Trade and Labor Un- 
ions, of Detroit, Mich., on President supply- 
ing list of addresses of secretaries of central 
bodies semi-annually to all affiliated central 
bodies. Amendment to preamble, amending 
Section 3, Article III; Section 5, Article V; 
ana Section 1, Article IV. 

No. 5. By International Furniture Work- 
ers, on professional politicans being appointed 
organizers. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution No. 6. By Delegate Brettell, on 
authorizing President of American Federation 
of Labor to formulate a bill to present to the 
State Legislatures to prevent employers from 


enforcing “iron clad”’ contracts upon their em- 
ployes. 
No. 7. By Delegate Brettell, on settlement 


of wage disputes by joint conferences of em- 
ployers and employes. 

No. 8. By Delegate Lennon, on referendum 
system of legislation. 

No. 9. By Delegate Green, on the enforce- 
ment of the Geary law. 
_ No. 10. By Delegate Weismann, on inspect- 
ion of pestilence-breeding bakenouses; abolish 
Sunday work, and calling attention to New 
Jersey Factory Act. 

_No. 11. By International Furniture Workers’ 
Union, on independent political movement. 

No. 12. By Delegate Prescott, on govern- 
ment ownership and control of telegraphic sys- 
tem. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
Resolution No. 13. By Delegate Lennon, re- 
ferring to cancelling of loans and assessments. 
No. 14. By International Furniture Work- 
ers’ Union, on cancelling of loan to Interna- 
tional Furniture Workers. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 

Resolution No, 15. sy Cleveland Central 
Labor Union, on making the Cleveland Citizen 
the official organ of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

No. 16. By International Furniture Work- 
ers’ Union, on encouraging national trade jour- 
nals. 

No. 17. By United Garment Workers, on 
the American Federation of Labor publishing 
an official organ. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCE. 


Resolution No. 18. By International Furni- 
; Fy 
ture Workers’ Union, asking Executive Coun- 


cil to exert its authority on internal fights 
among affiliated organizations. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND FEDER- 


ATED BODIES. 


Resolution No. 19. 
Employes’ National 
cal unions to join 
trade. 


By Hotel and Restaurant 
Alliance, on requesting lo- 
national unions of their 
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No. 20. By 
mission to 
income tax. 

Granted by a vote of 57 to 3. 

No. 21. On adopting 
and concerted action. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 22. By Delegate McGlynn, asking per- 
mission to introduce a resolution to endorse a 
scheme of transportation of farm products. 

Delegate Morgan point of order 
that the matter of the resolution, though of a 


asking per- 
graduated 


Delegate Brettell, 
introduce resolution on 


new plan of campaign 


raised a 
general character, did not require a vote of the 
convention for its introduction. 

The President ruled the point of order not 
well taken 

Delegate 
of the 
convention 


Morgan appealed from the decision 
desired the 
requirement of a 


President, stating that he 
to set aside the 
two-third vote for the introduction of new 
matter of a general character. 
The President stated that the 
posed was not the legal one to se- 
cure the nullification of any law, regardless of 


method pro- 
proper or 


how objectionable it might be. 
After the 
Morgan withdrew his appeal. 


President’s statement, Delegate 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 


Resolution No. 23. By Delegate Kenehan, 
resolution on cancelling charter of No. 5755, 
Journeymen Horseshoers of New Orleans, La. 

No. 24. By Delegate Neuroth, on labor 
problem and monthly magazine. 





Kenehan organizing 
United States 


By Delegate 
sshoers in small towns of the 
and Canada. 

No. 26. sy Delegate 
of trades unions and farmers’ 

No. 27. By Delegate C. J. Anderson, on 
convict labor in competition with free labor in 
the broom making trade. 

No. 28. By Delegate Wm. Anderson, on two 
national unions claiming jurisdiction over the 
same branches of industry. 

No. 29. By Delegate Wm. Anderson, on is- 
suing of charters to various trades under the 
jurisdiction of national unions affiliated. 

No. 30. By Delegate McGuire, on extending 
invitation to John Burns, of London, England, 
to visit America and deliver a series of ad 
dresses. 

No. 31. By Delegate Barnes, on the par- 
doning of so-called Chicago anarchists by Gov- 
ernor Altgeld. 

No. 32. By Delegate Foster, on proportion- 
ate representation in governmental affairs. 





McGlynn, on alliance 
organizations. 


No. 33. By Delegate Grimes, on higher con- 
ception of labor’s position in relation to cor- 
porations. 


No. 34. 3y Delegates of Seamen’s Union, 
on condition of seamen and appeal in the ef- 
fort to thoroughly organize them. 

No. 35. By Kelly, on 
trust. 


Delegate the glass 





| 
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No. 36. By Delegate Jensen, on sweatshops. 
No. 37. By Delegate McKinney, on ap- 
prenticeship. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LAWS. 

Resolution No, 38. By Delegate Pomeroy, 
on American Federation of Labor appointing 
state organizers within 60 days after adjourn- 
ment. 

No. 39. 3y Delegate Boulanger, on central 
labor bodies interfering with fundamental prin- 
ciples and the autonomy of subordinate bodies. 
_ No. 40. By Delegates of Cigar Makers’ Un- 
ion, amending Section 1, Article IV, seating 
delegates not actively employed in the érade. 

No. 4I1. 3y Delegates of Cigar Makers’ 
Union, on amendment of Article VIII, Section 
2, on levying of assessments. 

No. 42. By Delegate M. Griffin, on trade 
and labor assemblies nominating their own dis- 
trict organizers. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS 
Resolution No. 43. By Delegate Foster, on 
endorsing the label of Tack Makers’ Protective 
Association. 
No. 44. By Delegate Reichers, on boycott- 
ing the firm of Meyer, Jonassen & Co., of New 
York City. 


No. 45. By Delegate Reichers, on assisting 
the United Garment Workers of America, in 
their struggle for fair conditions with Miner, 
Beal & Co., and other companies. 

No. 46. By Delegates of Iron Molders’ Un- 
ion of North America, on lockout of Grand 
Rapids School Furniture Co. 

No. 47. By Delegate C. J. Anderson, on 
encouraging the use of the International 
Broom Makers’ Union Label. 

No. 48. By Delegate E. B. Smith, on en- 
dorsing boycott of asters’ Protective Asso- 
ciation against the Crawford Shoe Co. 


_No. 49. By Delegate Bandlow, on compe- 
tition between prison and free labor. 


No. 50. By Delegate Green, on convicting 
those using counterfeit labels. 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

No. 51. By Furriers’ National Union, on 
refunding of $500 loaned to them. 

Committee on Credentials reported favorably 
on A. B. Loebenburg, of the Retail Clerks, and 
delegate seated. 

Delegate Weismann, of Committee on Invi- 
tation to Gov. Altgeld, reported as follows: 

RESOGVED, That we respectfully request 
Gov. Altgeld to address this convention. 

COMMITTEE. 

Delegate Morgan moved that the recommen- 
dation be concurred in. 

Delegate Skeffington moved that rule of ad- 
journment be extended until question is dis- 
posed of. 

Carried. 

After further discussion Delegate Dunn 
moved that debate close, and called for the 
previous question. 

Then the President put the question, ‘Shall 
the main question be now put?” 

On a vote being taken, the previous question 
was agreed to by a vote of 74 for and 5 
against. 

On motion the Secretary be instructed to 
invite Gov. John P. Altgeld to address the 
convention when convenient for him to do so. 


Convention adjourned. 


THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 





Wednesday, Dec. 13, 1893. 
Convention called to order by First Vice- 
President P. J. McGuire. As soon as the con- 
vention was called to order President Gompers 
entered the room and occupied the chair. 
Roll called and the following absentees 
noted: 


Linehan, Aalberg, Pomeroy, Brettell, Pou- 
chot, Call, Cameron, Miller, McKinney, Ma- 
hon, Klestil, W. J. Miller, Grimes, Duncan, 
Foster, Jones, Lee. 

Minutes of the previous afternoon session, 
read and approved. 

Chairman of Committee on Credentials re- 
ported favorably on credentials of Jere Dennis, 
Trades Council, Birmingham, Ala., and dele- 
gate seated. 


Delegate McGuire moved that Mr. Lynch be 
appointed as doorkeeper, and chair authorized 
to appoint messengers of convention. 

Carried. 

President Gompers appointed Mr. J. J. Ryan 
to fill the office of messenger. 
concurred in. 


Appointment 


Report of committees called for. 

All committees reported progress and asked 
for further time. 

The Secretary read the following telegram 
from Portland, Ore.: 

Portland, Ore., Dec. 12, 1893. 

Chris. Evans, Secretary American Federation 

of Labor, Common Council Chamber, City 

Hall 


Fellow Workers:—Congratulations to 


con- 
vention, President Gompers and W. C. Pome- 
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rov. Money connects workers with employ- 

ment, aid Pacific States unlock natures’ safe 
deposit. CAPT. JOHN O'BRIEN. 
Chicago, Dec. 12, 1893. 

To the Delegates of the Thirteenth Annual 
Convention American cderation of Labor: 


Gentlemen :—A cordial invitation is extended 
delegates in attends ance to visit our Library and 
obtain a copy of the ‘Progress of Labor,” is- 
sued under its auspices, which will be _pre- 
sented by the Librarian in charge, Bro. W. H. 
Cutting, 121 Fifth avenue. 

Yours fraternally 
Cc. D. WHEELER, Sec. 
HOYT RAYMOND, Pres. 
Invitation accepted. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
Resolution No. “2. 


By Delegate Morgan, on 
endorsement of Mr. 


Lloyd’s address. 


No. 52. By Delegate Morgan, on political 
action. 
No. 55. By Delegate Morgan, on municipal 


work of unemployed. 

No. 56. By Delegate Morgan, on thanks for 
private relief of distress of working classes. 

No. 58. By Delegate 
metal factories. 

No. 66. By Delegate Fureseth, on maritime 
laws. 

No. 67. By Delegate Fureseth, on 
against involuntary servitude. 


Dunn, on blowers in 


protest 


No. 68. By Delegate Fureseth, on calling on 
Congress to remedy the evil in bad sanitary 
conditions and food creating disease among 
seamen. 

No. 70. By Delegate Van Horn, on passage 


ofa rer silver bill. 





Ne By Delegate McGlynn, on electing 
United aes Senators by popular vote. 

No. 83. 3y Delegate Elderkin, on wrongs of 
seamen in payment of low wages. 

No. 84. By Delegate Elderkin, on 
upon Congress to allow the 
point member 
great lakes. 

No. 85. By Delegate Duncan, on free and 
compulsory education. 

No. 86. By Delebates of Lasters’ 
protection of trade labels. 

No. 99. By Delegate Loebenburg, on en- 
dorsing party favoring the establishment of 
government postal savings banks. 


urging 
President to ap- 
of Congress to represent the 


Union, on 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 
Resolution No. 54. 
campaign of education. 

No. 57. By Delegate Henry Miller, on or- 
ganizing electrical workers. 

No. 60. By Delegate Longsdon, on forming 
central bodies of building industries. 

No. 64. By Delegates Bechtold and Belz, 
on et tn 4 political action. 

No. 72. By Delegate Dopheide, on assist- 
ing to organize carriage and wagon workers. 

No. 76. By Delegate Hofher, on organizing 
national union of range makers and helpers. 

No. 80. By Delegate Guntner, on 
contests with consolidated capital with 


By Delegate Morgan, on 


severe 
Union 
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No. 5. of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
niture Workers. 

No. 90. By 
ment 
izer. 


International Fur- 


Delegate 


Loeffler, on 
of Southern 


appoint- 
colored person as 


organ- 


No. ot. By 


Delegates 
and C. J. Anderson, 


Nash, Armstrong 
on empowering Executive 
Council to indorse that political party which 
declares their intention of remedying unjust 
conditions of the working class¢gs. 

No, 101. By 


- Delegate Glackin, on _organiz- 
ing the wage 


earning women of America. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS 
No. 59. By Delegate Dunn, on 
Executive Council to issue circular to affiliated 
bodies asking them to refrain from purchas- 
ing bicycles of firms who will not settle their 
difficulties with Chicago Union No. 6, Metal 
Polishers, Buffers and Platers’ Union. 


No. 61. By Delegate Bechtold, on re-indors- 
ing boycott against Philadelphia and San Fran- 
cisco breweries. 

No. 62. By Delegate Bechtold, in reference 
to Ehret’s boycott. 

No. 63. By 
ing the St. 





requesting 








Delegate Bechtold, on 

Louis beer pool boycott. 
No. 73. By 

mour boycott. 


sustain- 


Delegate Lee, on indorsing Ar- 


No. 75. By Delegates of Lasters’ Protective 
Union, on_re- ‘indorsing boycott of A. F. Smith, 
of Lynn, Mass. 

No. 78 By 
Union, on calling upon 
purchase shoes made by 
St. Louis, Mo. 

No. 87. By Delegate Guntner, on_indors- 
ing boycott of International Furniture Workers 
against Brunswick-Balke-Collender Billiard Co. 

No. 88 By Delegate Skeffington, on_ boy- 
cott against Pray, Small & Co., Auburn, Maine. 

_No. 89. By Delegate Lennon, on the A. F. 
of I. having printed fac similes of labels of 
affiliated bodies. 


Delegates of Lasters’ Protective 
workingmen not to 
Hamilton & Brown, 


No. 95. By Delegate Hart, on requesting 
the A. F. of L. to urge several managers of 
theatres in Chicago, Cincinnati, Boston, Provi- 


dence and 
bor. 

No. 98. By 
ing boycott 
Soston, Mass. 


Philadelphia to recognize union la- 


y Delegate Bechtold, on sustain- 
against Pfaff Brewing Co., of 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S 
Resolution No. 71. By 
representation of the 
Labor in next 
don, Eng. 
No. 81. By 


REPORT. 
Delegate Belz, on 
American Federation of 
international congress at Lon- 


Delegate McGlynn, on 
collection of meaningless statistics. 

No. 93. By Delegate Gear, on the adoption 
of a different financial system of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

No. 100. By Delegate C. J. Anderson, on 
the publication of all important documents 
adopted by this convention in the proceedings 
in full 


useless 





‘ERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ; 

Resolution No. 74. By Delegate Glendinn- 
ing that gold gilders’ grievance be referred to 
the Grievance Committee. 


GRIEVANCES 
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No. 79. _By Delegate Dixon, on revoking 
charter of Horse Shoers’ Union No. 5755, of 
New Orleans. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LAWS. 

Resolution No. 65. By Delegate T. J. Grif- 
fin, on sweating system. 

No. 92. By Delegate Dabney, on sending 
copies of proceedings to local unions in small 
towns as soon as possible after adjournment. 

No. 96. By Delegate C. J. Anderson, gn 
amending Section 2, Article VI, of the Consti- 
tution. 

No. 97. sy Delegate McGlynn, on urging 
local unions to join local central labor coun- 
cils of their respective cities. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND FEDER- 
ATED BODIES. 


No. 69. By Delegate Van Horn, on requir- 


ing local unions to attach themselves to their 
national bodies before joining central bodies. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES. 

No. 77. By Delegate Nash, on changing the 
order of reports of regular committees. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

No. 94. By Delegate Skeffington, on author- 
izing the Executive Council to investigate 
strike and lock-out of the shoe makers at Au- 
burn, Me. 


Delegate McBride moved to adjourn until 
2 P. M. 

Amended by Delegate Dernell to adjourn to 
9 A. M. tomorrow. 





A vote being taken, the amendment was lost. 
The original motion to adjourn to 2 P. M., 
was carried, and the convention adjourned. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Wednesday, Dec. 13, 1893. 

Convention called to order at 2 P. M., 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and the following absentees 
noted: 

McGuire, Loebenburg, Coughlin, W. J. Mil- 
ler, Grimes, Dennis, Foster, Dabney, Jones. 

Minutes of morning session read and ap- 
proved. 

President called for report of standing com- 
mittees. Committees reported progress and 
asked for further time, which was granted. 

‘tne Committee on Resolutions reported in 
part as follows: 

Resolution No. 35. 


WHEREAS, The American Flint Glass 
Workers’ U nion are engaged in a struggle with 
one of the most gigantic trusts, viz., the U. S. 
Glass Company, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the American -_ 
eration of Labor, in convention assembled, 
tend greeting to our brothers “a in poe 
gle against this trust and bid them God speed 
in their work. 


Adopted. 


Resolution No. 31, by Delegate Barnes: 

WHEREAS, The pardoning of the so-called 
Chicago anarchists by Gov. Altgeld, of the 
State of Illinois, is but a simple act of justice, 
and 

WHEREAS, The conviction and incarcera 
tion of Fielden, Schwab and Neebe was the re- 
sult of class prejudice and persecution at a 
time when the public mind was influenced with 
passion; anc 

WHEREAS, The Governor of Illinois, in the 
face of a set resolve of the capitalist class to 
the contrary, has had the courage to defy 
power and opposition, in defense of innocence 


and justice, thus proving his honesty and sin- 
cerity of heart; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor = convention assembled, that we en 
dorse the Governor’s action and accept the rea 
sons he assigns as in line with the true facts 
of the case; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to Governor Altgeld. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Resolution No. 6, by Delegate Brettell: 

The Committee recommend by striking out 
the two first and the last paragraph. 

By Delegate Lennon: 

Moved to amend Delegate Brettell’s resolu- 
tion that organizations de siring the passage of 
such laws against iron clad contracts, shall 
have drafted appropriate bills, and shall send 
the same to the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, and it shall then be the 
duty of the Executive Council to endeavor to 
secure the passage of the same by the respect- 
ive states, and strike out “the President of the 
American Federation of Labor shall have the 
bill drafted.” 


Lost. 

Resolution No. 6, by Delegate Brettell: 

Committee amends as follows: 

WHEREAS, Many employers of labor are 
demanding that their employes sign away their 
liberty, by signing what is known as an “iron 
clad,” thus forcing them into slavery, with star- 
vation in many cases, as the alternative, there 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be and is hereby 
authorized to take the necessary steps to form- 
ulate a bill and get the same before the legis 
lature of Pennsylvania and other states where 
the interests of labor demand it, to the end 
that it shall be unlawful for any individual, 
or member of any firm, agent, or officer, in 
the employ of any company or corporé ation, to 
prevent employees from forming, joining, and 
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belonging to any labor organization, and any 
such individual, member, agent, officer, or em- 


ploye, that coerces or attempts to coerce em- 
ployes, by discharging or threatening to dis- 
charge from their employ, or the employe of 


any firm, company or corporation, because of 
their connection with such organization, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic- 
tion thereof in any court or competent juris- 
diction, shall be fined in any sum not less than 
$50 (fifty dollars) for each offense, or i 





prisoned for not more than six months, or both, 
in the discretion of the court. 
Moved by Delegate Morgan that it be adopted 


as amended. 
Carried. 
Resolution No. 7, by Delegate Brettel: 
WHEREAp>, Labor is the creator of capital, 
we believe that labor should be placed on an 
equality with capital before the law; and 
WHEREAS, Labor is compelled to treat or 
negotiate with the representatives of capital in 
fixing a price for labor, therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Federation of Labor 
take the necessary steps through their presi- 
dent to formulate a bill and get the same _ be- 


state legislatures, making it 
part of corporations and the 
capital to treat and nego- 


fore the different 
obligatory on the 
representatives of 





tiate with the representatives of labor in con- 
ference or otherwise in the settlement of 
wage disputes and in other matters when 


their services are called for and that we pledge 
our influence and votes irrespective of party to 
get the principles herein set forth incorporated 
into law. 

After a 


tion 


lengthy debate, the previous ques 


was called, and the resolution lost by a 


vote of 1,052 for to 1,243 against. 


Resolution No. 10, by Delegate Weismann: 
WHEREAS, The bake shops in the large 
cities of every state of the country are, with 
but few exceptions, in a most unsanitary and 
filthy condition, being located in damp and 
miasma-breeding cellars and subcellar and 
WHEREAS, The welfare of the journeymen 
employed in these haunts of vermin, as well 
as that of the consumers of the articles pro- 
duced therein, the public in general, is thereby 
greatly impaired, be it 
RESOLVED, That this convention call the 
attention of the factory inspection departments 
of the states and the health departments of the 
cities wherein these pestilence-breeding bake 
shops abound, to the necessity of guarding the 
health of the toilers and the community at 
large by causing such changes to be made in 
the location and construction of bake houses 
as will protect the hygienic and moral inter- 
ests of the people; be it further 
RESOLVED, That we call the attention of 
the legislatures of the states in question to the 
New Jersey Factory Act, Sections 13 and 14, 
as being worthy of emulation, however, with 
an additional provison that hereafter no bake 
houses and shops shall be constructed in base- 
ments, cellars or subcellars. The present act 
reads as follows: 





NEW JERSEY FACTORY ACT, SECTIONS 13 AND 14. 

“Section 13. And be it enacted, that no 

cellar, room or place shall be occupied as a 
‘ 
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one-half of its 
street, footway, 


which is less than 
height above the level of the 
or ‘ground adjoining the same, unless the fol- 
lowing regulations are complied with: First, 
no water closet, earth closet, privy, or ash pit 
shall be within or communicate directly with 
the bake-house; second, no drain or pipe for 
carrying off sewage or other impure matter 
shall have an opening within a bake-house, un- 
less such drain or pipe be tapped with a six- 
inch water seal, both within and without the 
wall of the bake-house, and have a_ventilat- 
ing pipe of one-half of the size of drain pipe 
between the wall and the outer trap, and which 
ventilating pipe shall run two feet above the 
roof of the building. 

“Section 14. And be it enacted, that the 
sleeping places for workmen and others em- 
ployed in bake-houses shall be separate and 
distinct from places used for the making of 
bread.’ 

WHEREAS, The 
confectioners of San 
to work seven days per 

WHEREAS, After years of serious strug- 
gles on the part of the bakers of California to 
abolish Sunday work in San Francisco, they 
have been successful in passing a law in the 
last legislature of the state, providing for a 
day of rest per week for all toilers whose vo- 
cation does not necessitate labor on Sundyas, 
and 

WHEREAS, A number of employing bak- 
ers have combined to defeat the aforesaid law 
in the courts of the state, by a denial of its 
constitutionality, causing the workingmen a 
great deal of trouble and expense, and be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That this 
endorse the movement of the 
of rest and highly approve 
just aetion of the California legislature, and 
futhermore does declare most emphatic ally 
that the law enacted is in strict keeping with 
that greatest of all constitutional truths, that 
the greatest good for the greatest number js 
the aim and end of all good and overwork un- 
ernment, the present system of overwork un- 
der which the bakers of San Francisco are 
suffering being detrimental to the public wel- 
fare from a hygenic as well as a moral point 
of view, and being controversal to the dignity 
and standard of free and honest American la 
bor. 

We, therefore, sincerely hope that the su- 
perior court .of the city of San Francisco, 
where an appeal case of the employers is now 
pending with a view of having the law +o 
clared invalid, will uphold the act of the leg 
lature and thus secure to the journeymen rd 
ers a part of that social justice and welfare of 
which they have so long been deprived, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, 
of Labor pledge 
mand to obtain 

Adopted. 


The Committee offered the 


bake-house 


journeymen bakers and 
Irancisco, are still forced 
week, and 


convention heartily 
bakers for a day 
of the wise and 


That the American 
every assistance at its 
this end. 


Federation 
com- 


following substi 
tute for Resolution No. 9, by Delegate Green: 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
United States be respectfully requested by this 
convention to enforce without delay the pro 
visions of the Geary Law; and, 

RESOLVED, That an official communica 
tion sealed and signed by the President of the 
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American Federation of Labor to this effect be 
sent to the President of the United States. 


Moved by Brettell that substitute 


be adopted. 


Delegate 


Delegate Fureseth moved that the substitute 
be laid over for forty-eight hours. 

Motion lost by’ a 
against. 


vote of 21 for and. 47 


Delegate Weismann then raised the point of 
order that the American Federation of Labor 
had often placed itself on record in regard to 
the Chinese and cheap labor. 

Chair ruled point not well taken and Dele- 
gate Weismann appealed from the decision of 
the chair. 

Second Vice-President Carney was called 
upon to preside, and the decision of the chair 
was sustained unanimously. 

The 


the substitute was offered by 


added to 
President Gom- 


following amendment to be 
pers and agreed to: 


We shall look with disapproval upon any 
attempt to subvert the purposes of the pres- 
ent law by amendment or treaty. 

Moved to 
port. 


non-concur with committee’s re- 
Agreed to. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 
Delegate moved resolution 


Carney original 


be adopted. 
Moved by 
the table. 
Motion 


Delegate Daly that it be laid on 


lost. 


Moved that the substitute 
Gompers’ addition be 


with President 


adopted. 
Moved that time be extended and continue 
in session until the question is disposed of. 


Amendment to extend the time fifteen min- 
utes. 


Amendment lost and motion to extend the 


time carried. 


On the previous question being called, a 
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taken, and the substitute with the 


amendment lost. 


vote was 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS, 
Resolution No. 102. 3y Delegate McGlynn, 
on protest against the ceding of arid lands. 
_ No. 103. By Delegate Hofher, on division 
in labor’s ranks on Labor Day demonstrations. 
No. 106. By 
ployed, and 






Delegate Duncan on 


road-making. 


unem- 


No. 107. By Delegate Pomeroy, on employ- 
ing members of Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployeg’, Association when giving entertainments 
by trades unions. 

No. 109. By Delegate Pomeroy, on munici- 
pal legislation and employment of females in 
saloons. 

No. 110. By Delegate Pomeroy, on Gov. 
Altgeld pardoning anarchists. 

No. 111. By Delegate Daly, on government 
inspection of public buildings. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 


Resolution No. 105. By Delegate Duncan, 
on organizing shirt makers into Garment Work- 
ers’ National Union. 

No. 112. By Delegates Kelly and Nolan, on 
appointment of female organizers. 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES. 

By Delegate Pouchat, 
work outside of their 


Resolution No. 114. 
on carpenters doing 
trade. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 

Resolution No. 113. By Delegate Fureseth, 
on Chinese being employed on_ subsidized 
steamers, 


COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOY- 
corTs. 
Resolution No. 104. By 
boycott of theaters that are 
labor unions. 
No. 108. By Delegate Pomeroy, that no 
boycott by local unions be declared until cen- 
tral bodies have indorsed the same. 


Moved by Glackin that all 
gates attend mass meeting at Bricklayers’ Hall 


REFERRED TO 





Delegate Hart, on 
antagonistic to 


Delegate dele- 
tonight. 

Agreed to. 

Convention adjourned at 6:10 P. M. 


FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Thursday, Dec. 14, 1893. 
called to order at 9 A. M., 


President Gompers in the chair. 


Convention 


Roll called and the following absentees 
noted: 

Skeffington, McGuire, Loebenburg, Mar- 
thaler, Reichers, Keyes, Penna, Glackin, Kles 


til, Coughlin, Prescott, W. J. Miller, Grimes, 


Morris, McGlynn, Frank McCarthy, Chadwick, 
Jones. 
Minutes of afternoon session of yesterday 
read and approved. 
Communications and telegrams were read as 
follows: ° 
To the Members of the American Federation 
of Labor and Friends: 
Members of the Jane Club will be pleased to 
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receive their friends at a dancing party, at the 
Hull House Gymnasium, 240 W. Polk street, 
Thursday evening, December 14, 1893, 8 
o'clock. 

Delegate Lennon moved to accept invitation. 

Agreed to. 

Telegram from W. A. Kolly, of Paducah, 
Ky., read and ordered filed. 

Paducah, Ky., Dec. 13, 1893. 

Samuel Gompers, Common Council Chamber, 

City Hall: . 

May your efforts on behalf of the organized 
masses meet with unbounded success. 

W 


A. KOLLY. 
A communication from the Plush Workers, 
of Bridgeport, Conn., was read, and on mo- 
tion, was laid on the table. 


Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 11, 1893. 

Dear Brothers:—While you gather together 
again, once more to lay out your plans for fu- 
ture action, to consider the best methods to 
improve the condition of the great army of 
toilers, whose cause you espouse, we, the or- 
ganized plush workers of Bridgeport, Conn., 
pray you, for the sake of our common cause, to 
take what action you think our case demands. 








We are employed making a class of material 
that is highly protected under the McKinley 
bill, and because it is proposed to reduce the 
tariff five per cent below the rate it was prior 
to the McKinley bill, our employers propose to 
reduce our wages. 

First—Let me state, that since the passage 
of the McKinley bill, our wages have been re- 
duced two, and in some departments three 
times. 

Second—Work has been very uncertain since 
the passage of that bill. 

Third—Work and wages were both better 
before the McKinley bill came in force. 

Fourth—After our committee had _ thor- 
oughly investigated the effect that the pro- 
posed new tariff would have on our work, we 
are firmly convinced that the proposed tariff, 
if passed, will not effect the employers only in 
a slight degree. 

We would next state that our employers em 
phatically assert that they will not tell us 
what the reduction really is; saying, that thev 
do not want a strike, for then we might get 
support from the American Federation of La 
bor. They ask us to propose our own reduc- 
tion, stating that what they want is a_ reduc- 
tion between ten and fifteen per cent, but yet 
will not give us the actual percentage of re 
duction. 

This ridiculous “statement is only matched 
by the assertion that they wish to run the 
factories for the sake of the employes. Eighty 
per cent of the workers have been idle for the 
past eleven weeks, and are now in most cases 
going without proner food. The average of te 
best workers in the best paid departments for 
the past eighteen months has been $9.04, and 
we think it about time reductions ceased 
Therefore we beg of you to do what you can 
to help us to get some reasonable compensa 
tion for our labor. 

Action deferred is no good now, not that 
we want strike, but that we wish the Federa 
tion, like goed and strong brother, to help us 
who are so weak and who have been so hu 








miliated and crushed, that like the worm, we 
turn at last and cry in anguish, we have had 
enough, we can stand this no longer. 
fours fraternally, 
CHARLES MERCER, Pres. 
THOS. MOORHOUSE, Sec 
ATTEST: JOS. POW. 


President Gompers called Delegate Prescott 
to the chair. 


The following communication from Chicago 
Theological Seminary was read and adopted: 


Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, Ill., Dec. 12, 1893. 
Mr. Gompers, President of American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

Dear Sir:—Two hundred students prenaring 
for the Christian ministry desire to hear of the 
aims and workings of your great Federation, 
from representatives of your body, upon whose 
sessions many of them have been attendants. 
If you will delegate two or more of your re>- 
resentatives to meet us in the chapel of the 
Seminary on Thursday afternoon at 4 o’clock, 
it will greatly benefit them and further the 
practical purpose of the Sociological depart- 
ment, which I have the honor to represent. 

Respectfully yours, 


GRAHAM TAYLOR. 





President Gompers appointed Delegates P. H. 
Penna and Frank K. Foster in compliance with 
the request. 

Communication from Jas. C. Crewe, of Chi- 
cago, Ill., was read and ordered placed on file. 


Communication from German Waiters and 
Bartenders’ Columbia Association was read, and 
on motion of Delegate Drummond was ordered 
tabled. 


Chicago, Dec. 13, 1893. 
Mr. Chris. Evans, Secretary American Federa 
tion of Labor: 

Dear Sit We are authorized by Mr. W. 
Losky, Secretary of the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employes’ National Alliance, to inquire of you 
whether you have received any communication 
in regard to a charter that has been granted to 
a local in Chicago, by Mr. M. H. Madden, 
President of the State Federation of Labor. 

We, the Columbia Association, have also 
been asked by the National Secretary, Mr. 
Losky, to appoint a committee in regard to 
the fact, in case that Mr. Evans did not re- 
ceive such communication up to date, and our 
delegate, Mr. Wm. C. Pomeroy, has failed to 
complain against Mr. M. H. Madden. 

We, the Executive Committee of the Colum- 
hia Association, are compelled to : aie 
against Mr. M. H. Madden, President of the 
State Federation of Labor for granting a char 
ter toa a local which is not affiliated with the 
National Alliance of the Hotel and Restarant 
Employes’ where such a one is in existence. 

Hoping you will give this matter due con 
sideration, we are resnectfully, 

R. SIMONSON, 
FRANK COUSIN, 
CHAS. KITTEL. 

Telegram from Young Men's _ Business 
League, of Augusta, Ga., was read, ordered re 
ceived and placed on file. 
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Augusta, Ga., Dec. 14, 189 
President American Federation of Labor, ei. 
cago, 

We invite your honorable body to hold its 
next annual session in this city, to come from 
the Exposition City of the west next to the Ex- 
position City of the South, to Augusta, which 
led every other Southern city during the last 
decade in increase in manufactures, great in 
manufactures with the largest water-power in 
the South, great in commerce and hospitality. 
YOUNG hn N’S BUSINESS LEAGUE OF 

AUGUST: 

H. C. Middleton, Secretary. 

Report of the standing committees called far. 


Committee on Rules reported as follows, on 
Resolution No. 77, by Delegate Nash: 

WHEREAS, The “welfare of the organi- 
zation” comes in the next order of business 
before “adjournment,” and 

WHEREAS, Much useful information might 
be advanced under the above’ head, which 
would enable the various committee to better 
accomplish the duties they are exnected to 
perform. 

RESOLVED, That the order ‘‘good of the 
Federation be placed after No. 4, and before 
the “‘reports of regular committees.” 

Committee report unfavorably. 

Motion to concur in recommendation of com- 
mittee passed by a vote of 30 for and 16 
against. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS CON- 
TINUED. 

On Resolution No. 12, by Delegate Prescott, 

committee reported favorable, and on motion 
° 

of Delegate Drummond, the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in and_ resolution 
adopted. 

WHEREAS, The telegraph, like the postal 


system, is a means for the dissemination of 
intelligence among the people, and one which 
in its earliest history was constructed, owned 
and operated under the supervision of officers 
of the government; and 


WHEREAS, Since its passage from public 
to private control it has grown to be one of 
the most odious and tyrannical monupolies 
with which the people are afflicted, which ex- 
torts from an unwilling, helpless and long suf 
fering public dividends on four and five times 
its real value, and the management of which 
is notoriously inefficient, expensive and demor 
alizing; and 

WHEREAS, The International Typograph 
ical union, an organization forming part of this 
body, at its last session unanimously resolved 
on an aggressive movement in favor of res- 
toration to governmental ownership and con 
trol of the telegraphic systems of the country, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, representing the organized trade and 
labor unions of the United States, that in tak 
ing this stand the International Typographical 
Union has the cordial and earnest support of 
this body and of the various organizations of 
which it is composed; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the President of this 


Federation be directed immediately on ad- 
journment of this session, to communicate 
with all the various international, national, and 
central labor unions, and also with all state 
and local federations, entitled to representation 
in the body, informing them of this action, in 
order that each may impress upon senators and 
representatives in congress the necessity for 
the speedy enactment of this measure of ra- 
form into law, and that said international, na- 
tional and central labor unions and state and 
local federations be requested to appoint sub- 
committees to co-operate with and place them- 
selves in communication with the I. T. U. com- 
mittee at Washington; and be it still further 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates present 
at this*’session, pledge ourselves, on returning 
to our homes, to inaugurate an energetic cam- 
paign in furtherance of this measure, not only 
among our respective organizations, but also in 
the communities in which we live, and that our 
best efforts will be directed to compass the de- 
feat of all candidates for legislative positions, 
national and state, who will not unqualifiedly 
pledge themselves to support governmental 
ownership and operation of the telegraph. 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu 
tions, signed by the president and secretary 
and attested by the seal of this federation, be 
forwarded to the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives at 
the national capital. 

Resolution No. 30, by Delegate McGuire, 
committee reported favorable, report concurred 
in and resolution adopted. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor extend a cordial and hearty invitation 
to John Burns, of London, to visit America 
and deliver a series of addresses in the inter- 
ests of the working people, and to secure a 
closer unity of effort among the toilers of 
America for their industrial and __ political 
emancipation. 

RESOLVED, That to make John Burns’ 
visit successful in the fullest degree, we in- 
vite all branches of organized labor to co 
operate in this invitation to John Burns. 

Resolution No. 83, by Delegate Elderkin, 
reported favorably on by committee, and reso- 


lution adopted. 


RESOLVED, That Congress be urged upon 
to raise the wages of seamen in the United 
States. Navy to $30 per month. 

Resolution No. 82, by Delegate McGlynn, 
reported favorable and adopted. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa 
tion of Labor declares that the election of 
U. S$. Senators should be by popular vote of 
the citizens of the various states. 


Resolution 58, by Delegate Dunn, reported 
favorable and adopted. 

WHEREAS, There are a large number of 
states in this Union that have no laws on their 
statute books compelling manufacturers to 
place blowers or exhaust fans in connection 
with polishing and buffing wheels, and 

WILEREAS, The dust arising from the 
wheels while in = motion is injurious to the 
health of the men engaged in polishing and 
buffing, anc 

WILEREAS, A law can be placed on the 
statute books of the various states without 
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much opposition and especially so in the 
southern states; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor is herebs; 
instructed to request the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor to demand laws 
to compel manufacturers to place_ blowers in 
connection with polishing and buffing wheels, 
so as to carry away the deadly dust. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Resolution No. 85, by Delegate Duncan: 

WHEREAS, The welfare and progress of 
the labor movement depends upon the educa- 
tional advantages of all the people, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in thirteenth annual convention, 
declares in favor of free and compulsory edu- 
cation in every state, territory and the District 
of Columbia, and that the incoming Executive 
Council be directed to have drafted a bill for 
presentation to the legislatures of states and 
territories where free and compulsory educa- 
tion laws do not now exist. 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Countil are hereby directed to co-operate with 
affiliated bodies in states and territories where 
free and compulsory education laws are not 
part of the code in such states and territories 
in having their prepared bills properly intro 
duced into the respective legislatures and 
pushed forward to enactment into law. 

Committee offered the following amendment 
to the above resolution and Resolution No. 37, 
by Painters and Decorators: 

RESOLVED, That evening schools be estab- 
lished in connection with all public schools in 
our great industrial centers for teaching free 
hand, ornamental and mechanical drawing, and 

RESOLVED, That all books, stationery and 
other necessities be supplied to pupils free of 
cost. 





Amendment offered by committee concurred 
in and resolution as amended adopted. 

The following substitute was offered by the 
committee for resolution No. 99, by Delegate 
Loebenburg: 

RESOLVED, That this convention respect 
fully requests Congress to speedily enact a 
law for the establishment of postal savings 
banks, and 

RESOLVED, That _the President of the 
American Federation of Labor place this reso- 
lution in an official measure to the House of 
Representatives and Senate of the United 
States. 





Substitute agreed to. 
Resolution No. 56, by Delegate Morgan, com 
mittee reported favorably. 


RESOLVED, That while this convention ap 
plauds the humane efforts of private individ 
uals to relieve the terrible distress of the un 
employed, at the same time we most respect- 
fully, but emphatically insist that it is the 
province, duty and in the power of our city, 
state and national governments to give imme 
diate and adequate relief. 

Adopted. 


The following resolution, No. 55, by Dele 
gate Morgan: 


RESOLVED, That a system of society which 
denies to the willing man the opportunity to 
work, then treats him as an outcast, arrests 
him as a vagrant and punishes him as a felon, 
is by this convention condemned as inhuman 
and destructive of the liberties of the human 
race, anc 

RESOLVED, That the right to work is the 
right to life, that to deny the one is to destroy 
the other. That when the private employer 
cannot or will not give work the municipality, 
state or nation must. 

Adopted. 


Substitution of committee, for Resolution 
No. 53, by Delegate Morgan: 


POLITICAL PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, The trade unionists of Great 
Britain have, by the light of experience and 
the logic of progress, adopted the principle of 
independent labor politics as an auxiliary to 
their economic action, and 

WHEREAS, Such action has resulted in the 
most gratifying success, anc 

WHEREAS, Such independent labor politics 
are based upon the following program, to-wit: 


Compulsory education. 
2. Direct legislation. 
3. A legal eight-hour workday. 
Sanitary inspection of workshop, mine and 


home. 

5. Liahilty of employers for injury to 
health, body or life. 

6. The abolition of contract system in all 
public work. 

7. The abolition of the sweating system. 

8. The municipal ownership of street cars, 
and gas and electric plants for public distribu 
tion of light, heat and power. 

9. The nationalization of telegraphs, tele 
phones, railroad and mines. 

10. The collective ownership by the people 
of all means of production and distribution. 

11. The principle of referendum in all legis- 
lation. 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, That this con- 
vention hereby indorse this political action of 
our British comrades, and 

RESOLVED, That this program and _ basis 
of a political labor movement be and is hereby 
submitted for the favorable consideration of 
the labor organization of America, with the 
request that their delegates to the next annual 
convention of the American Federation of La 
bor, be instructed on this most important sub 
ject. 

Committee recommend the adoption of the 
substitute. 

Moved to coneur in the recommendation. 

Moved by Delegate MeGlynn to take up the 
different propositions seriatim. 

Privilege granted to Delegate Nash to read 
a paper on “the good and welfare of the Fed 
eration,”” which was well received. 

Delegate MeGlynn’s motion to consider the 
resolution seriatim was withdrawn. 

Delegate Daly moved to strike out the word 


‘favorable.” 
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President Gompers called Delegate Fox to 


the chair. 


Delegate Morgan moved that we go into 


committee of the whole. 


Acting Chairman Fox ruled motion out of 


order. 

The question before the convention being 
a motion to strike out, a motion to go into 
committee of the whole could not be enter- 


tained while said motion was under considera- 
tion and undisposed of. 
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Delegate Morgan appealed from the decision 
of the chair. 

First Vice-President McGuire called to the 
chair. 
Fox sustained 
to 22 against. 


Decision of Acting Chairman 
by vote of 4o for 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

The previous question being called was put, 
10 against, was 


and by a vote of 50 for to 


lost. 
The hour of adjournment having arrived, 
the convention adjourned to 2 P. M. 


FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


1893. 


M., Presi- 


Thursday, Dec. 12, 

Convention called to order at 2 P. 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and following absentees noted: 

Marthaler, Klestil, Hart, Dabney and Chad- 
wick. 
Powers moved that the reading of 
session be dis- 


Delegate 
the minutes of the morning 
pensed with until tomorrow morning. 

Agreed to. 

The previous question called for before ad- 
journment of the morning session, on striking 
out the word “favorable” 
was taken, and the following is the result: 

Ayes—Van Horn,  Skeffington, McGuire, 
Linehan, Longsdon, Dernell, Neuroth, Aalborg, 
Kelly, Valentine, Fox, Metcalf, Carney, Mar- 
den, Ed. C. Smith, Keefe, McBride, Glackin, 
McKinney, Byron, Powers, Lennon, Jensen, 
Coughlin, Daly, M. B. McCarthy, Hart, Dab- 
ney, Loefler, Nolan—representing 1,253 votes. 


in resolution No. 53 


Nays—Weismann, Wm. Anderson, Bechtold, 
C, J. Anderson, John Smith, Dopheide, Barnes, 
Nash, Loebenburg, Henry Miller, Guntner, 


Reichers, Pomeroy, Kenehan, Brettell, Hughes, 
Pouchot, Keyes, Penna, Call, Cameron Miller, 
Morgan, Mahon, Fureseth, Elderkin, Ross 
Prescott, Dorsey, Drummond, Belz, Grime 
Green, Gear, Duncan, Weber, Maurice Griffir 
Dunn, Sheel, T. J. Griffin, Dennis, Peter 
Smith, Morris, Armstrong, Hofher, Frank Me- 
Carthy, Bandlow, Dixon, Lien, Frizzell, Looby, 
Jones, Boulanger, Lee, Carmody—representing 
1,182 votes. 





Ss, 
a, 


On a vote being taken on adopting the com- 


mittee’s report, the motion as amended was 


carried by vote of 2,244 for to 67 against. 
The following resolutions were referred: 
Nos. 66, 67 and 68, from Committee on Reso- 

lutions to Committee on President’s Report. 


No. 21 from Committee on Resolutions to 
Committee on Organization. 


Resolutions to 
Boycotts. 


No. 86 from Committee on 
Committee on Labels and 


Marthaler, 
Swift to address the con- 


Resolution No. 121, by Delegate 


on inviting Mayor 
vention, referred to Committee on Resolutions, 
with 


was lost by a vote of 28 for to 30 against. 


directions to report in fifteen minutes, 
Delegate KE. C. Smith moved to be permitted 
to circulate petition for assistance for delegates 


who had lost their money. 


Amended by Delegate Pomeroy to refer to 


local committee. 


Amended by Delegate Morgan that it be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Morgan’s amendment was agreed 
to by a vote of 49 for to 17 against. 

Moved that after 
resolutions be introduced unless by unanimous 


today’s adjournment no 


consent. 


Amended to strike out ‘‘unanimous’” and 


substitute a ‘“‘two-thirds’’ vote. 

Amendment lost by a vote of 18 for to 19 
against. 

The vote was then taken on the original 


motion and lost. 


Reports of committees called for. 


Committee on Rules, Secretary’s Report, and 
on Resolutions reported progress. 
Organization favor- 


Committee on reported 


able on the following resolutions: 
Resolution No. 26, .by Delegate McGlynn: 
RESOLVED, That every possible effort be 
made by the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to effect and perfect 
an alliance between the trade and lakor unions 


1893] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 39 


and the farmers’ organizations to the end that 
the best interests of all may be served. 


Adopted. 


Resolution No. 24, by Delegate Neuroth: 

WHEREAS, Discussion of the labor prob- 
lem does not receive the attention due it by 
the recoBnized factors for disseminating 
knowledge and framing the minds of the peo- 
ple, and 

WHEREAS, We believe such discussion to 
be of the greatest importance to the welfare 
and to bettering the conditions of our indus- 
trial classes, ew 

WHEREA Monthly magazines are num- 
bered among. . best literature of the world, 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Vresident of the 
American Federation of Labor with the advice 
of the Executive Council, be and is hereby au- 
thorized to issue a monthly magazine for the 
discussion of labor and its interests in all its 
phases, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That contributions from wri- 
ters of recognized ability be solicited and fair 
remuneration guaranteed. 

RESOLVED, That inducements be offered 
to agents selected from labor organizations in 
various parts of the country to solicit sub- 
scribers. 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention that steps be taken upon adoption 
of these resolutions to carry them into execu- 
tion, 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 25, by Delegate Kenehan: 


RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council instruct the organizers throughout the 
United States and Canada to use their best 
endeavors to organize the small towns through- 
out the United States and Canada where there 
are seven or more journeymen horseshoers 
residing, and that they be ordered to, apply to 
the International Union for a charter. 

Adopted. 





Resolution No. 27, by Delegate C. J. Ander- 
son: 


WHEREAS, Convict labor has entered into 
competition with free labor in the broom mak- 
ing trade to a greater extent than any other, 
having forced large numbers of our craftsmen 
entirely out of the trade and compelled them to 
seek employment in other lines of business, and 
reduced the wages of those who still remain 
in the trade to such an extent that they are 
barely able to exist, and 

WHEREAS, Our condition would be greatly 
benefited by a thofough organization; be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that all or- 
ganizers, central bodies and local unions be, 
and are hereby instructed to use their best ef- 
forts to organize broom makers’ unions in their 
respective cities, and have them affiliate with 
the International Broom Makers’ Union of 
America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council do all in their power to organize the 
broom makers throughout the country. 

Adopted. 





Resolution No. 105, by Delegate Duncan: 


WHEREAS, The twelfth annual convention 
of the American Federation of Labor in Phila- 
delphia, 1892, adopted a resolution numbered 
47 in the proceedings, which has not proved 
beneficial to the industry indicated, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the various unions of the 
shirt making industry be requested to affiliate 
with the United Garment Workers of America. 

adopted, 

Resolution No. 57, by Delegate H. Miller 
To the Officers and Delegates of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

Friends and Brethren:—We, the electrical 
workers of America, as members of your hon- 
orable body, beg leave to petition you as or- 
ganized labor and union men, to aid us in 
organizing a down-trodden and greatly misrep- 
resented craft. Undoubtedly you are aware of 
the fact that our craft will be the most power- 
ful in numbers of .men employed of any of 
the existing trades, in time to come. There- 
fore, we believe it to be to the advantage of 
the American Federation of Labor as well as 
ourselves, to use the best efforts possible in 
organizing the electrical workers. We as a 
body have worked hard towards this end for 
the past three years to accomplish this great 
fact, but on account of difficulties to overcome 
in our trade, such as other trades have not to 
contend with, namely: The concentration of 
capital in two or three monopolies, all antag- 
onistic to organized labor, have made rather 
slow progress, but it is possible for us to in- 
crease our membership ten-fold in the coming 
year, if the American Federation of Labor 
will assist us. 

The necessity and justice of making this re- 
quest, we suppose, 1s apprehended by every 
union man. Assuredly electricity will take the 
place of at least four or five now flourishing 
trades, and the amount of electrical workers 
will be greater than that of any other craft in 
existence. And as it is easier to educate a 
small amount and have the aid of this amount 
to teach the rest of the coming men in this 
trade hereafter, therefore, we believe that a 
special effort ought to be made by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and affiliated bodies, 
to aid the electrical workers in their struggle 
to organize the craft. You must understand 
by this time that the electric works at present 
are an open field for the scabs of other trades. 
And as union men, with the best of union: prin- 
ciples, we can not resist or compel our com- 
panies from hiring scabs. 

Therefore we respectfully ask you and all 
organized labor to aid us wherever you can to 
organize the electrical workers. Hoping this 
will receive the endorsement of the convention 
and that organized labor of the country will 
aid us wherever possible to organize the elec- 
trical workers. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 72, by Delegate Dopheide: 





RESOLVED, That the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers’ International Union request that the 
American Federation of Labor sist us in our 
efforts to organize, and that the appointed or- 
ganizers of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use all honorable means to 
further the organization of carriage and wagon 
workers. 


Adopted. 











40 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Resolution No. 60, by Delegate Longsdon: 

That it is to the best interests of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that the various trades 
connected with the building industry of our 
country, form their various trades connected 
with said industry into one central compact, to 
be known as Building Trades Council;’’ also 
that all other industries having more than one 
defined line, shall form a complete compact to 
be appropriately named. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 76, by Delegate Hofher: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be instructed to do all in their power and try 
and form a national union of range makers 
and helpers. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 112, by Delegate Nolan: 

WHEREAS, The female workers in the la- 
bor world are almost entirely unorganized, and 

WHEREAS, Female labor is a large factor 


in the solution of the labor problem; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, That four female organizers 


be appointed, whose duties shall be to organize 
the female workers of America. 


Referred to Executive Council: 
Resolution No. 90, 
RESOLVED, That 


by Delegate Loefler: 


from the southern por- 


tion of the United States some southern col- 
ored person be appointed to organize colored 
laborers. 

Committee recommend reference to Execu- 
tive Council. 


Agreed to. 


Resolution No. 1o1, by Delegate Glackin: 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor recognizing the necessity of organ- 
izing the wage-earning women of America 


authorize its Executive Council to put 
in the field. 


reference to 
which was concurred 


hereby 
a woman organizer 

Committee 
tive Council, 


recommend Execu- 


Kenehan, 
Anderson: 


Delegate 
Delegate Wm. 


Resolutions No. 23, by 
and No. 29, by 
Resolution No. 23: 


RESOLVED, 
Journeymen 


That the charter No. 5755, of 
Horse Shoers, of the city of New 
Orleans, be canceled and the same become af- 
filiated with the International Union of the 
Journeymen Horse Shoers. 

WHEREAS, The same local union has been 
duly notified that the International Union of 
Journeymen Horse Shoers has affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor since July 
1, and that local union become affiliated by 
January 1. 

Resolution No, 29: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has in many instances issued charters 
to various trades under the jurisdiction of na- 
tional unions affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

BE IT RESOLVED, 





i That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council of this American Federation 
of Labor be instructed to notify all said local 
unions to affiliate with the respective national 
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unions within three months from date under 
penalty of revocation of charter. 

Committee offers the following substitute for 
Resolutions Nos. 23 and 29, and recommend 
its adoption: 

RESOLVED, 
Council of the 
be instructed to 


That the incoming Executive 
American Federation of Labor 
notify all local unions to affil- 


iate with their respective national or interna- 
tional union within three months from date, 
under penalty of revocaton of charter. 


Recommendation of committee concurred in 
and the substitute adopted. 

Resolution No. 28, by Delegate Wm. Ander- 
son, was referred back to the committee by a 
vote of the convention, and reference agreed to. 
64 and g1, ordered placed 
had already been 


Resolutions Nos. 
on file, as the subject matter 


covered by previous resolutions. 


ERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOY- 





coTTs. 

No. 115. By Delegate Jensen, on local un- 
ions using the American Federation of Labor 
label in conjunction with their own. 

No. 122. By Delegate Youchot, on boycott 
on product of Mesker Bros., general contrac- 
tors, St. Louis, Mo. 

No. 124. By 
boycott, cooperage 
Menasha, Wis. 

No. 126. By 
fraining from 
6. M 


Marthaler, concerning 
Smith & Co., 


Delegate 
firm of C. R. 


Loebenburg, on re- 


Delegate 
store after 


buying from any 


Loebenburg and 


No. 127. By Delegates 
clerks in their 


Nash, on standing by _ retail 
struggle for better conditions. 

No. 128. By - Delegates _Loebenburg and 
Nash, on Clerks’ Association publishing a list 
of unfair employers, after January 1. 

No. 131. By Delegate Aalborg, on boycott- 
ing, Kahn, Shoenbrun & Co., Chicago, Ill., 
owing to their discrimination against the U nited 
Garment Workers of America. 

No. 132%. By Delegate Pomeroy, at request 
of Local Union No. 6, International Metal 
Polishers’ Union, on boycotting product of 
Western Wheel Works, Chicago, manufacturers 
of bicycles, baby carriages, etc. 

No. 1343 By Delegate Weismann, that no 
unions be a & to insert advertisements of 
boycotted firms in their publications. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


No. 17. By Delegate Henry Miller, on an 
act to protect the lives and limbs of electrical 
workers. 

No, 118. By Delegate Reichers, on decision 
of the New York State Supreme Court revers- 


decision on issuing circulars stat- 


ing a former 
under which certain goods are 


ing conditions 
made. 

Fureseth, on opposi- 
Islands to the 


Delegate 
Hawaiian 


: No. 119. By 
tion to annex the 
United States. 

_No. 120. By Delegate Fureseth, 
sition to naval reserve of landsmen. 


on oppo- 
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No. 125. By Delegate Van Horn, on reduc- 
tion of Cn ted disposition of Sunday work 
of barbers. 

No. 133. By Delegate Daly, on competition 
of convict labor with free labor. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
No. 123. By Delegate Loefler, on joining 
organizations detrimental to organized labor. 


No. 130. By Delegate Dennis, on unorgan- 
ized country workers overcrowding cities 


ORGANIZATION. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
No. 116. By Electrical 
York City, Local Union No. 
erhood of Electrical W 
grievance. 
No. 129. By Delegate Dixon, 
Horse Shoers’ Titeian No. 
mand for better wages. 


ON GRIEVANCE. 

Workers of New 
3, National Broth- 
Workers of America, on 


on indorsing 
5755, in making de- 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
TINUED. 
Resolution No. 121: By Delegate Marthaler: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
labor has been treated with courtesy by the 
municipal administration, and 

WHEREAS, <An_ invitation has 
dered Governor John P. 
this convention; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a_ similar 
extended to Mayor George B. 
tive head of Chicago; 

RESOLVED, 
appointed by the 
notify Mayor 
vention. 


RESOLUTIONS—-CON- 


been ten- 
Altgeld, to address 


invitation be 

Swift, the execu- 

and be it further 

That a committee of three be 
President, and instructed to 

Swift of the wishes of the con- 


The report of the Committee on Resolutions, 
to whom the 
respectfully 


WHEREAS, This convention has just re- 
ferred to the organizations represented in this 
body, a political program for the creation of 
an independent political labor movement, there- 
fore, 

RESOLVED, That we deem it both inex- 
pedient and inconsistent to now inwite one of 
the mayorality candidates of the present dom- 
inant capitalistic parties to address this con- 
vention. 


invitation to Swift was 


report 


Mayor 


referred, that, 
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Concurred in. 


Resolution No. 54, by Delegate Morgan: 


WHEREAS, Henry D. Lloyd, in his address 
to this convention, recommended the inaugura- 
tion of a series of national and international 
congresses or conferences of labor, the same to 
lead up to and culminate on the first day of 
May of the year 1901, the new century, in an 
international demonstration of labor organiza- 
tions in all countries. That on that day a new 
Magna Charta, a new declaration of independ- 
ence, a new bill of rights shall be proclaimed, 
and 

WHEREAS, This 
requirements of the times 

RESOLVED, That this 
and is hereby adopted, and 

RESOLVED, That this convention elect one 
delegate to attend the International Labor 
Convention, to be held in London, England, 
next year, and 

RESOLVED, That John Burns, of England, 
and August Babel, of Germany, be invited to 
America to deliver aadresses in its great indus- 
trial centers, under the auspices of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and 

RESOLVED, That the President and Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
labor be and are hereby instructed to put in 
force and carry out the spirit and purpose of 
these recommendations and resolutions. 
first, third and fourth resolutions 
of Resolution No. 54 were referred to the in- 
Council, and 
until 
on President’s Report. 


recommendation fits the 
therefore be it 
recommendation be 





Preamble, 


coming Executive second resolu- 


tion was laid over report of Committee 


Vice-President McGuire called to chair. 

Delegate Kelly requested fhat his vote be 
recorded ‘‘no” on the resolution inviting John 
August Babel to this country and 
deliver addresses. 


Burns and 


Lennon moved to extend time of 
adjournment to 6 P. M. Motion lost by a 


vote of 30 for and 


Delegate 


36 against. 


Convention adjourned. 


FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Friday, Dec. 15, 1893. 
at 9 A. M., 


Convention called to order Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 
Roll 


noted: 


absentees 
Linehan, Longsdon, Carl, 
Reichers, Pomeroy, Keefe, Penna, Glackin, By- 
ron, Klestil, Elderkin, Daly, W. J. Miller, 
Grimes, Duncan, Frank McCarthy, Hart, Loef- 


called and the following 


Weismann, 


ler, Chadwick, Drach, Carmody. 
First Vice-President McGuire called to the 
chair. 


While Secretary Evans was reading the min- 


previous Delegate 


reading of the 


utes of the day’s session, 


Lennon moved that the further 
minutes be dispensed with. 


Agreed to. 


Set of books from 
ington, D. 


3ureau of Labor, Wash- 
C., received and accepted. 

Delegate Morgan asks to be placed on rec- 
either political candi- 
offers the following 


opposed to 
mayor, and 


ord as not 
date for 
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amendment to Resolution No. 121, by Delegate 
Marthaler: 


RESOLVED, That this refusal to extend an 
invitation to Mr. Swift is not intended, nor 
do we desire it to be construed as reflecting 
upon either his personal, political or official 
character or reputation, inasmuch as this con- 
vention composed of individuals from all parts 
of the United States, is not sufficiently in- 
formed to justify unfavorable action except 
upon the grounds of exclusion embodied in 
our constitution. 

Adopted. 


Delegate Henry Miller requested that the 
subject of the Electrical Workers’ Union, 
given to Grievance Committee, be taken up 
at once. 

Delegate Reichers moved to refer the mat- 
ter to the National Union of Electrical Work- 
ers, and if they cannot settle it, then the 
grievance to be sent to this body. 

The chair then read an extract of the report 
of the Grievance Committee made to the 
Philadelphia convention, as follows: 

“We would respectfully recommend that in 
the future any charges or protests to be made 
by one body against another, should be made 
to the President of the American Federation 
of Labor at least two weeks before the con- 
vention meets, and notify the body charged, 


and thus enable all sides to present their evi- 
dence to committee at convention.” 








And ruled the matter presented out of order. 

Delegate Kenehan moved to refer the mat- 
ter contained in Resolution No. 116, from Elec- 
trical Workers’ Union, Local No. 3, to the 
incoming Executive Council. 

Agreed to. 

Committee on President’s Report report as 
follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT’S REPORT. 


To Officers and Delegates American Federation 
of Labor: 

Your conimittee beg leave to submit the 
following: 

We find that the President’s report to this 
convention is the most exhaustive analysis of 
the industrial situation that has ever been pre- 
sented to any session of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Your committee can add noth- 
ing to his graphic indictment of the causes 
which brought about the present depression 
and we heartily endorse the views expressed 
by him in relation to the absolute necessity for 
a general reduction of the hours of labor and 
the strengthening of the trades unions along 
the lines of better financial systems and the 
payment of higher dues by the members. 


POLITICAL ACTION. 
Already acted upon by the convention. 


FEDERAL LABOR LEGISLATION. 
Already acted upon by the convention. 


EIGHT HOUR LAW. 


We endorse the action of the President in 
the matter of the enforcement of the Eight 
Hour Law, as well as the aid given by him 
in the passage of the ‘‘Car Coupler Law,” and 
we recommend that the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to prosecute this matter 
toa successful conclusion. 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND THE CENSUS. 


Your committee recommend that this conven- 
tion reiterate the sentiment of the Birming- 
ham convention in this matter. 


e- CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT, 


Already acted upon by committee. 


ALIEN CONTRACT LABOR LAW. 


We commend the views expressed by the 
President under this caption, and_ especially 
endorse the sentiment that the enforcement of 
all labor laws should be instrusted to officials 
selected from our ranks. We further recom- 
mend that the incoming Executive Council be 
instructed to afford all necessary and_ possible 
stance to the officials in their efforts to 
faithfully administer the provisions of this im- 
portant and beneficial law. 








GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF THE TELEGRAPH. 

Your committee deplore the apathy revealed 
by the facts cited by the President on this 
desirable reform and would recommend when 
similar requests are made hereafter, the names 
of delinquent organizations be reported to the 
next succeeding convention of this Federation. 
Inasmuch as the Committee on Resolutions has 
reported on. the main proposition we deem it 
unnecessary to comment further. 


STRIKES ON RAILROADS, 


The President’s reference to this subject is 
timely and impels your committee to remind 
this convention that no efforts should be spared 
in our efforts to frustrate the seeming deter- 
mination of rapacious corporations to bring 
the vast army of workers engaged in transpor- 
tation under a condition of involuntary servi- 
tude. 

The recent judicial decisions on this subject 
though based upon the responsibilities imposed 
upon the common carrier indicate a_ reckless 
disregard for the spirit and intent of the 
American Constitution, are undoubtedly an in- 
vasion of the laborer’s right to effectually pro- 
test against irksome conditions while they in 
nowise protect him against discharge for any 
whimsical reason advanced by the carporation. 
It is manifest from the information furnished 
by the President that the bill now pending in 
Congress to which he refers is intended to 
further hamper our fellow workers on the 
railroads in their efforts to secure better con- 
ditions. 








Therefore we urgently recommend that the 
officers of the American Federation of Labor 
co-operate with the railroad organizations in 
their effort to defeat the bill or secure such 
amendments as will protect their interests. 
Your committee has information to the effect 
that the railroad organizations have already 
moved in the matter and request our assist- 
ance. 
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NATIONAL UNIONS. 

Your committee congratulates the Federa- 
tion of Labor on the healthy increase in the 
affiliated unions shown by the President’s re- 
port, and heartily concur in the recommenda- 
tion therein contained. 


HOMESTEAD AND OTHER CASES. 

As the former case has already been dis- 
posed of by this convention no reference 1s 
necessary here. We heartily commend the ac- 
tion of the Executive Council in the suit in- 
stituted on account of the difficulty between 
the United Garment Workers and an _ unfair 
firm of clothing manufacturers in New York 
City. 


CAMPAIGN OF EDUCATION. 

We heartily re-echo the recommendation of 
the President under this head, and hope the 
convention will order a continuance of the ed- 
ucational campaign inaugurated by the last 
convention. We are also pleased to note the 
President’s public recognition of the invalu- 
able services rendered by these unpaid _pio- 
neers and missionaries, whose self-sacrifice and 
untiring work have, we fear, been too poorly 
appreciated in the past. 


CHILD LABOR. 

The President’s remarks are, in the estima- 
tion of your committee, timely and to the 
point, and we feel assured that, with such a 
pertinent reminder, the conventjon will do its 
full duty by the dispossessed children of our 
land. 

SINKING FUND. 

We approve of the Executive Council’s action 
in not submitting the draft of the Sinking 
Fund plan to affiliated unions, as was recom- 
mended by the last convention, for, on ac- 
count of the financial depression, the proposi- 
tion would, in all likelihood, have been de- 
feated. A copy of the plan is herewith sub- 
mitted with a recommendation that the Execu- 
tive Council comply with the previous instruc- 
tions at a more propitious time. 


BUREAU OF LABOR, ETC. 

Your committee can do naught else than 
commend the President’s utterances under this 
head, and wish particularly to emphasize his 
remarks concerning the publication of a labor 
journal by the department of labor. The in- 
dications are that the paper issued by the labor 
department of the British Board of Trade will 
be productive of good results to the ca of 
labor. 





BOYCOTTS. 

While congratulating the Executive Council 
on the success attending their efforts in se- 
curing settlements of the various disputes 
brought to their attention, would recommend 
that the subject matter in this paragraph be 
referred to the consideration of the Committee 
on Labels and Boycotts. 


UNIONS VS. UNIONS. 

We commend the Executive Council for the 
high moral ground taken when dealing in dis- 
putes between two unions, one having’ an 
agreement with employers, and would suggest 
the ratification by the convention of the whole- 
some rule promulgated by the council. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONGRESSES. 

The committee does not feel called upon to 
express an opinion relative to the invitation 
received from the organized workingmen of 
Milan, Italy, as the document will be presented 
to the convention and will, no doubt, be re- 
ported by a more appropriate committee. 

As the International Congress, which re- 
cently adjourned at Zurich does not re-assem- 
ble until 1896, action is unnecessary, but we 
cannot refrain from expressing the hope that 
a subsequent convention of this body will 
make arrangements for the proper representa- 
tion at that important gathering of the Ameri- 
can labor movement. 





GROWTH OF TRADES UNIONS. 

We rejoice to learn from the President’s re- 
port of the world-wide growth of the trade 
union sentiment, and vecially congratulate 
the Federation on the evidence of increased 
esprit de corps displayed by our American 
unions, as it betokens the fact that the day of 
labor’s solidarity is fast approaching. 





JEFFERSON-BORDEN MUTINY. 

In the judgment of this committee, the Ex- 
ecutive Council’s efforts to secure the pardon 
of E. W. Clark and Geo. Miller should be ap- 
proved, and the incoming Council be instructed 
to again lay the case before the proper authori- 
ties. 

The obstinacy of an Executive in this in- 
stance, that has made a somewhat liberal use 
of the pardoning power in other cases, sur- 
passes our comprehension, and challenges re- 
doubled efforts to secure a pardon for these 
men, who seem to be the victims of the law’s 
vindictiveness. 


CONCLUSION. 

In accordance with the sentiment expressed 
in the closing paragraph of the President’s re- 
port, we recommend that the heartfelt thanks 
of this convention be extended to the members 
of the retiring Executive Council for the able 
manner with which they discharged the many 
duties that devolved on them. 

WwW. B. neat 


ig SKEE FFIN( GTON. 


Report adopted. 


REPORT 4 oor eee ON SECRE- 
RY’S REPORT. 
To the diets ys Delegates: 
Your committee to whom was referred the 
Secretary’s report, have carefully considered 
the same, and recommenda its adoption with 
the following recommendations from the com- 
mittee: 





We heartily concur in the suggestion to 
amend Section 3, Article X, and have added 
thereto so that the section as amended will 
read as follows: 

“Seven wage-workers of good character fol- 
lowing any trade or calling, who are favorable 
to trade unions, whose trade or calling is not 
organized, and are not members of any body 
afhliated with this Federation, who will sub- 
scribe to the constitution shall have power to 
form a local body to be known as a federal 
labor union.” 
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We also recommend the adoption of the sug- 
gestion to amend Section 1, Article IX, so as 
to read: 

The revenue of the Federation shall be de- 
rived as follows: From international trade 
unions a per capita tax of one-fourth of one 
cent per member per month; from local trade 
unions and federal unions, one cent per mem- 
ber per month, and from central labor unions 
of city and state federated bodies, $6.25 every 
three months, etc.” 

In the report reference is made to the loans 
which were granted to several organizations 
during 1891 and also during 1893, to which 
attention is called that they had been notified 
to repay the amounts loaned, each of the re- 
plies being to the effect stating their inability 
to repay the loans owing to a lack of funds, 
brought about by the large number of members 
they have out of employment. 

Some of these loans were brought before the 
last convention, and their cancellation was 
favorably recommended to the consideration of 
the incoming Council, who, in their delibera- 
tion, decided to extend the time for the re- 
payment of the loans. These loans are again 
brought before this convention with the re- 
quest that the several organizations be relieved 
from the payment of the same, and from the 
evidence that was produced before the com- 
mittee we feel that there is no possibility of 
these organizations paying the loans granted 
to them, which are as follows: The United 
Brotherhood of Tanners -and Curriers, $500; 
Furriers’ National Union, $500; National 
Quarrvmen’s Union, $500; Furniture Work- 
ers’ International Union, $1,500; United Gar- 
ment Workers of America, $2,000; making a 
total of $5,000. As this money was used in 
payment of strike benefits to members of the 
several organizations, we, your committee, af- 
ter a careful hearing of the circumstances 
surrounding their struggles, recommend the 
cancellation of the loans. 

We recommend the adoption of the resolu- 
tion presented by Delegate Lennon, providing 
for the cancellation of all unpaid assessments 
levied prior to January 1, 1893. 

A careful examination of the financial report 
will show that with the present receipts from 
per capita tax and supplies, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor cannot loan money to its 
affiliated bodies. We therefore recommend 
that the system of loaning money be discon- 
tinued and no financial assistance be given to 
organizations who may be involved in a strike 
excepting from assessments levied as provided 
in Section 1, Article VIII, of Constitution. 

As it will be necessary to give financial as- 
sistance at times to affiliated bodies to maintain 
their organization, we recommend that a spe- 
cial fund be created for that purpose, by set- 
ting aside 15 per cent of the receipts, monthly, 
from which the Executive Council can donate 
sums in such amounts as they deem necessary. 















We also recommend that the Secretary be 
requested to fully itemize all the expenditures 
in his accounts. 

On the Resolution presented by Delegate 
Skeffington, we recommend that the request 
be complied with “to refer to the incoming 
Executive Council.’ 

As we have included the subject matter of 
the resolution introduced by delegates from 
International Furniture Workers in our previ- 


ous recommendations, we do not deem it neces- 
sary to make any further reference to the 
same. 

Resolution No. 13, by Delegate Lennon: 


RESOLVED, That all outstanding indebted- 
ness due the American Federation of Labor 
by affiliated organizations, for loans advanced 
to date and for assessments levied prior to Jan- 
uary 1, 1893, be and are hereby canceled, and 
the amounts donated to the respective unions. 


Resolution No. 14, by International Furni- 
ture Workers: 


The loan advanced by the American Federa- 
tion*of Labor to the International Furniture 
Workers’ Union to be canceled. 

Resolution No. 51, by Furriers’ Union, New 
York: 

To the Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 

Mr. President and Delegates:—As we are 
not in a position to be represented at the con- 
vention by a delegate, we take this means to 
state our case to the American Federation of 
Labor. 

In the year 1892 we obtained a loan of $500 
from the Executive Board, under promise to 
repay the same in two months. Affairs took a 
different turn than we expected; our member- 
ship fell one-half, and our income will not 
permit us to make any promise as to when 
we will be able to pay. We beg you to extend 
the time to pay said loan for two years, and 
we will try to refund the money in a shorter 
time if possible. 





Please consider our case in a favorable man- 
ner. We remain with brotherly greetings to 
the convention. 


FURRIERS’ UNION OF NEW YORK. 
Resolution No. 94, by Delegate Skeffington: 
RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 

Council of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to inquire into the strike and 
lockout of the shoemakers of Auburn, Me., 
2,700 of whom have been out since August 15, 
with a view to extending such financial assist- 
ance as may be deemed advisable, and that this 
inquiry be made at the earliest possible moment 
after the close of this convention. 

Committee recommend the adoption of the 
report. Respectfully submitted, 

MARTIN FOX, 

J. W. McKINNEY, 

[. R. CARL, 

P. EWALD JENSEN, 

CHARLES CALL, 
Committee. 

Delegate Kelly moved to consider the report 
seriatim. 

Lost by a vote of 14 for to 41 against. 

Moved to adopt the report as a whole. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the Committee 
on Laws be instructed to add to the constitu- 
tion the recommendations in the report of the 
Committee on Secretary’s Report. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 
AND FEDERATED BODIES. 

After the reading of the report of the com- 
mittee, Delegate Morgan moved that the re- 
port be considered seriatim. Motion with- 
drawn. 

Delegate McBride moved to refer that part 
of the report which refers to laws to Commit- 
tee on Laws. 

Agreed to, and the entire report transferred 
to Committee on Laws. 


Grievance Committee report is as follows: 
Resolution No. 129, by Delegate Dixon: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Amer- 
can Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Horse Shoers’ Union No. 5755, 
American Federation of Labor, of New Or- 
leans, La., being desirous of mé iking a demand 
for an increase in wages in the month of Jan- 
uary, 1894, and, 

WHEREAS, That there is at present em- 
ployed, men of our city as well as out of the 
city who are working for an _ insupportable 
salary, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, that we do, in the thirteenth annual 
convention endorse the action of Horse Shoers’ 
Union 5755°o0f this body in making their de- 
mand. 

Committee reported favorably and adopted. 

Resolution No, 114, by Delegate Pouchot: 

As the Tin, Sheet-Iron, Cornice and Sky 
Lignt Workers of the International, wish it to 
go forth to the delegates of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor assembled here, that it has 
come to our knowledge that members of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, are going out of their craft and 
usurping the right of other union men carrying 
the card of our International Union, therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That delegates representing the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, report 
back to their respective unions and request their 
members to refrain from putting in tin gutters 
and putting up corrugated sheet iron or any 
other work that has the tendency of taking 
away any portion of our trade. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 18, by International Furni- 
ture Workers: 

The convention should also take a decided 
stand against the many internal fights among 
affiliated organizations in certain localities, as 
for instance, the constant contests of the car- 
penters of New York City as well as in Bos- 
ton, Mass., against the cabinet makers and 
painters, and instruct the Executive Council 
to exert its authority whenever such trouble 
arises, 

We, your Grievance Committee, to whom 

was referred Section 4 of resolution offered by 
International Furniture Workers’ Union of 
America, submit the following: 

We find that a grievance does exist as stated 
by them, and recommend that the Executive 
Council be instructed by this convention to 
take a decided stand against the many internal 
fights. among affiliated organizations, and exegt 


its authority whenever such trouble arises, and 
that the convention’ instruct the Executive 
Council to enforce the provisions of Section 
of Article 7. 

DANIEL KEEFE, Chairman. 

Cc. J. ANDERSON, Secretary. 

R. C. LONGSDON, 

ous GREEN, 

SAMUEL ROSS. 
hiinbeieisnadedia of committee concurred in, 
Resolution No. 79, by Delegate Dixon, was 

withdrawn at his request. 

Resolution No. 180, by Delegate McKinney, 
on finances, and Resolution No. 137, by Dele- 
gate Morgan, on inquiry, be referred to the 
special committee of five when appointed. 

Delegate Lennon moved to limit the time of 
introduction of resolutions to this morning's 
session. 

Moved to lay motion on the table. 

Amended to extend time to close of after- 
noon session, 

Substitute "moved for the whole that the 
original law in the Constitution be declared in 
force, and on a vote being taken resulted go in 
favor of to 1 against. 

Substitute adopted. 

Delegate Ida 
Keyes, on organizing laundry workers, and asks 


Resolution No. 141%, by 


immediate action by the convention, which was 
granted. 

Delegate Kenehan moved to refer to the in- 
coming Executive Council. 

Delegate Lennon amended to refer with 
favorable recommendation to incoming Execu- 
tive Council. 


Agreed to. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 

No. 21, by Delegate Brettell, on plan of 
campaign of labor organizations. 

No. 132, by Delegate Bechtold, on printing 
proceedings in German. 

No. 134, by Delegate Coughlin, on organiz- 
ing tanners and curriers. 

No. 139, by Delegate Metcalf, on the head- 
quarters of the American Federation of Labor 
in a more central city. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LAWS. 

No. 135, by Delegate Guntner, recommend- 
ing change of officers of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

No. 136. Recommending that all disputes 
between affiliated bodies be settled by Execu- 
tive Council. 

No. 140, by Delegate Dennis, on method of 
electing officers. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
No. 133, by Delegate Gear, on ratifying 
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amendment to constitution of the State of 
Illinois. 

No. 138, by Delegate Morgan, on aiding the 
International Machinists’ Union in its work of 
organization. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
CcoTTS. 

No. 131, by Delegate Weissmann, on boycot- 

ting the American Biscuit Co., and Aldrich 
and Bremner Baking Companies, of Chicago. 


President Gompers appointed the following 


LABELS AND BOY- 


[1893 


special committee of five as per resolution 
passed: 

Delegates Carl, Elderkin, Fox, Armstrong, 
Foster. 

Delegate Drummond moved that a_ recess 


be taken to 2 P. M., 
taken, 


a vote being 
34 for to 1 against. 


and, on 
was agreed to by 


Convention adjourned. 


FIFTH DAY.—Ahternoon Session. 


Friday, Dec. 15, 1893. 


Convention called to order at 2 P. M., Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and the _ following  absentees 
noted: 

Reichers, Aalborg, Klestil, W. J. Miller, 
Duncan, T. J. Griffin, Lien, Dabney, Chad- 
wick. 

Moved by Delegate Nash that the reading 
of the minutes of the morning session be 


dispensed with. 
Agreed to. 
Delegate Neuroth called to the chair. 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT’S REPORT. 
The committee beg leave to submit the ac- 
companying resolutions, with a favorable recom- 
mendation: 


WHEREAS, We have learned that the food 
furnished according to Act of+ Congress to 
Seamen in the Merchant Marine, especially in 
the deep water of foreign trade is insufficient 
and that some of the state prisons furnish a 
better scale, and 

WHEREAS, Scurvy is more 
American ships than in those 
nationality, be it therefore 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, do herebv 
protest against this state of affairs and call 
upon Congress to remedy the evil. 


prevalent in 
of any other 


Recommendation concurred in and resolution 
adopted. 

WHEREAS, The present law, providing for 
the punishment by imprisonment of any seamen 
leaving any vessel of the United States in an 
American port means involuntary servitude, 
and as such is contrary to both the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and to human right; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor protests against such law and de- 
mands that it be stricken from the statutes. 


Adopted. 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, do hereby 
indorse and urge upon Congress the adoption 
of the six bills relating to shipping commis- 
sioners, seamen and ship owners, introduced by 
Hon. James G. Maguire, of California, and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the 
tee, when appointed, be instructed to pay par- 
ticular attention to the above bills, and use 
all means within their power to further their 


enactment. 
W. B. PRESCOTT, 
JOHN C. DERNELL, 
A. FURESETH, 
H. J. SKEFFINGTON. 
Resolution adopted and recommendation con- 


Executive Commit- 


curred in. 





REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS—CON- 
TINUED. 
Resolution No.- 36, by Delegate Jensen: 
WHEREAS, The condition under’ which 


clothing is manufactured, and the places of its 
manufacture, the sweatshop, where men, wo- 
men, yea even children, are working and liv- 
ing in hovels unfit for human habitation, is 
dangerous and demoralizing for the people so 
engaged, and the clothing so manufactured be- 
comes the transmitter of filth, disease, even 
death itself, to the people at large, and 

WHEREAS, We know that this danger and 
its evil consequences can only be checked by 
prompt and effective legislation in our dif- 
ferent states; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to this 
thirteenth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, hereby pledge ourselves 
to bring this important matter before our dif- 
ferent state legislatures in such states where 
laws for the regulation of the manufacture of 
clothing and wearing apparel is not already 
in force, and that we further pledge ourselves 
to urge upon the members of our respective 
unions in such states to use all honorable 
means to further the enactment of all laws for 
the regulation of the manufacture of clothing 
and the prohibition of child labor. 

Adopted unanimously. 


Resolution No. 
RESOLVED, 


Delegate McGlynn: 
American Federation 


102, by 
That the 
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of Labor strenuously protest against the ceding 
of arid lands by the United States to states or 
individuals or corporations, holding that the 
best interests of the people will be served by 
the national reclaimation of such lands and 
the lease of the same by the United States 
government to actual settlers in lots of ngt 
more than 160 acres to any one settler, and 
at a rent only sufficient to cover cost of re- 
claimation and water supply. 
Adopted. 


Resolution No. 125, by Delegate Van Horn: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor, stands pledged to a reduction of the 
hours of labor, and 

WHEREAS, The Barbers in many places 
are compelled by the conditions of society to 
work from 13 to 16 hours per day for six 
days in the week, and from 6 to 11 hours on 
Sunday, and 

WHEREAS, The Journeymen Barbers’ In- 
ternational Union of America, are attempting 
to abolish Sunday work and establish the 
eight o’clock closing system with the exception 
of Saturday evenings. 

RESOLVED, That the international unions, 
the national unions and the central trade and 
labor unions and all other bodies affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor be requested 
to secure the age of such laws as wiil 
secure the abolition of Sunday work for bar- 
bers. 

RESOLVED, That all union men are hereby 
called upon to aid the Barbers’ International 
Unies by refusing to patronize said shops af- 
ter 8 o’clock evenings and Sundays. 

Adopted. 





Resolution No. 133, by Delegate Daly: 

WHEREAS, The competition now carried on 
between free labor and convict labor can only 
result to the detriment of free labor and its 
tendency to degrade our laborers should call 
forth united and co-operative effort for the 
purpose of suppressing entirely, or at least 
minimizing this cgndition; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, &,. at the mcoming Executive 
Council be instructed to appoint members of 
affliated unions in each state for the purpose 
of conducting an agitation on this question 
with a view of suppressing the same. 


Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 118, by Delegate Reichers: 
_On the reversal of the decision of the New 
York State Supreme Court. 

Referred to Executive Council. 

Resolution No. 117, by Delegate Henry Mil- 
ler: 

_On endorsement of bill on the security of 
lives and limbs of electrical workers. 

The previous question was called for, and 
on being put, was referred to Executive Coun- 
cil, with instructions to act in the shortest 
time possible. 

Resolution No. 106, by Delegate Duncan: 

_ WHEREAS, A bill is now before Congress 
intended to provide work for the idle as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives in Congress assem- 


bled: That the Secretary of the Treasury of 

the United States is hereby authorized and in- 

structed to have engraved and have printed, 
immediately after the passage of this bill, five 

hundred millions of dollars of treasury notes, a 

legal tender for all debts public and private, 

said notes to be in denominations of one, two, 

five and ten dollars, and to be placed in a 

fund to be known as the “General County 

Road Fund System of the United States,’ and 

to be expended solely for said purposes. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to 
take charge of the construction of said General 
County Road System in the United States, and 
said construction to commence as soon as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall inform the 
Secretary of War that the said fund is avail- 
able, which shall not be later than January 1, 
1894; when it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of War to inaugurate the work and ex- 
pend the sum of twenty millions of dollars per 
month, pro rata with the number of miles of 
road in each state and territory of the United 
States. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That all 
labor other than that of the office of Secretary 
of War, “whose compensations are already 
fixed by law,” shall be paid by the day, and 
that the rate be not less than one dollar and 
fifty cents per day for common labor, and 
three dollars and fifty cents per day for team 
and labor, and that eight hours per day shall 
constitute a day’s labor under the provisions 
of this bill. 

WHEREAS, The following petition is be- 
ing circulated all over the United States for 
signatures: 

To the House of Representatives, the Senate, 
and the President of the United States: 
WHEREAS, The public roads of the United 

States generally are a national disgrace on ac- 

count of their almost impassable condition at 

least one-fourth of the year, thereby causing 
great loss and inconvenience to the people, 
both commercially and socially, and 

WHEREAS, There is at the present time 
great depression in business, and many idle 
men are thrown upon charity on account of 
not being able to dispose of their labor, and 
believing that human nature is such that thev 
would prefer to labor instead of receiving 
y, if they but had the opportunity, and 
ving also that the agricultural classes are 
paying all the taxes they can stand, we, the 
undersigned, do therefore request and urge 
upon you the necessity of immediate action, 
as follows: 

THAT YOU ENACT A LAW, To issue five 
hundred millions of treasury notes, to be a 
full legal tender of all debts, both public and 
private, such money to be set apart exclusively 
for public roads, and to go to each state pro 
rata with the number of miles a road in the 
state, and to be appropriated and issued at the 
rate of twenty millions of dollars per month; 
therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor declares in favor of the bill, as not 
only a relief for the unemployed, but a last- 
ing good in providing good roads everywhere. 





Committee reported favorably. 

Delegate Drummond moved to non-concur. 
Motion to non-concur withdrawn. 

Delegate Penna offers the following amend- 
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ment to be added to the committee’s recom- 
mendation: 


And that we recommend to national and in- 
ternational organizations here gg that 
they send from their respective headquarters 
petitions to their local na i for signa- 
tures of their members to be returned when 
signed to said headquarters, and from there 
forwarded to the President and Congress of 
the United States. 


Amendment agreed to and the _ resolution 
adopted as amended. 


Resolution No. 137, by Delegate Morgan: 

WHEREAS, It is currently reported that 
the Chicago City Council recently appropriated 
$1,000, the same to be presented to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is also currently reported 
that a check for that amount has been signed 
by the Mayor and placed in the hands of the 
local committee; and, 

WHEREAS, It is further reported that 
money, in one instance, a check of $250 from 
the Mayor, has been given to the local com- 
mittee for the entertainment of the delegates 
of this convention; and 

WHEREAS, This is a matter effecting in 
various ways the interests and action of this 
convention; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the local committee, or 
any of its members, or any delegate of this 
convention having information, be ordered to 
report as to the truth, or otherwise, of these 
reports. 











Committee recommend the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Motion to lay subject matter on the table 
was lost by a vote of 18 to 39 and the resotu- 
tion was adopted. 


Resolution No. 103, by Delegate Hofrec, the 
committee offered the following resolution: 


WHEREAS, In past years the Labor Day 
demonstrations have been seriously injured by 
having several separate parades in the same 
city; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That all bodies holding char- 
ters from the American Federation of Labor 
be and are hereby urged to unite in one dem- 
onstration in their respective localities. 

Delegate Linehan moved to suspend rules 





to take up the question of an evening session. 


Delegate Henry Miller moved previous ques- 
tion, which was agreed to, and on a vote be- 
ing taken, the substitute of the committee was 
adopted. 

Delegate Linehan moved that we hold an 
evening session. 

The previous question being called was 
agreed to and the motion to hold an evening 
session adopted. 

Moved that the time for holding the even- 
ing session be from 7 to 10 P. M. 


Carried by a vote 54 for to 18 against. 


Motion to resume regular order of business 
agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS—CON- 
TINUED. 

Resolution No. 34, by delegates of Seamen’s 
Union, on financial assistance. Committee re- 
ported reference to Executive Council, which 
was agreed to. 

Resolution No. 107, by Delegate Pomeroy: 

RESOLVED, That all local and central or- 
ganizations affiliate with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, be requested to employ members 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ Na- 
tional Alliance, when giving entertainments, 
requiring cooks, bartenders or waiters. 

Committee report favorable, and_ resolution 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 109, by Delegate Pomeroy: 

RESOLVED, That the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor instruct all lo- 
cal bodies to demand municipal legislation pre- 
venting the employment of females in any ca- 
pacity in connection with saloons and other 
places selling intoxicating liquors. 


Adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAWS—CONTINUED. 

Resolution No. 92, by Delegate Dabney: 
To the American Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The local unions in small towns 
need laws to get better knowledge of the la- 
bor unions; be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention will have 
printed and sent to all members of the Ameri- 
can Federation a copy as soon as possible after 
the adjournment of this convention. 
Committee recommend reference to Execu- 
tive Council. 

Reference agreed to. 

Resolution No, 97, by Delegate McGlynn: 

RESOLVED, That all national and interna- 
tional unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor be instructed to urge 
ae various local unions to join the local 
central labor councils in their vicinity. 
Adopted. 


Resolution No. 65, by Delegate T. J. Grif- 


fin, on sweating system, was withdrawn for 





the purpose of introducing another resolution, 
and Delegate Pomeroy moved that when the 
next resolution is presented, Mrs. Kelly, IIli- 
nois State Factory Inspector, be granted the 
privilege of the floor to explain the same. 
Privilege granted. 
Resolution No. 42, by M. Griffin: 
RESOLVED, That each trade and labor as- 
sembly be given the right to nominate its own 
district organizer, to be approved by Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor. 
Agreed to. 
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Resolution No. 38, by Delegate Pomeroy: 

On appointment state organizer for each 
state. 

Committee reported unfavorable, and rec- 
ommendation concurred in. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 


CONTINUATION OF REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LA- 
BELS AND BOYCOTTS, 

Resolution No, 43, by Delegate Foster: 
_ RESOLVED. That the Federation reaffirms 
its endorsement of the union label of the Tack 
Makers’ Protective Association, and urge upon 
the members of affiliated bodies the necessity 
of insisting that the label be found upon all 
tacks purchased by them. 

Adopted. 

No. 44, aA Delegate Reichers: 

WHEREA The large cloak and suit manu- 
facturers i Jonassen & Co., of New York 

‘ity, has achieved for the past five years a no- 
torious reputation for their antagonism toward 
the interest of their employes and the unions 
of the trade, and manufacturers under the 
pernicious sweating system; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this convention recom- 
mends to the public and affiliated unions not 
to patronize the goods or deal with any retail 
dealer handling the goods of the said unfair 
manufacturers 

Adopted. 








Resolution No. 45, by Delegate Reichers: 

WHEREAS, The firms comprising the Cloth- 
ing Manufacturers’ Association of Boston have 
combined against the Tailors Unions of Boston 
by attempting to destroy said unions in order 
to perpetuate the tenement house and sweating 
system in the trade; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That thts convention recom- 
mends to the public and organized labor to as- 
sist this struggle of the United Garment Work- 
ers of America for fair play and humane con- 
ditions by refusing their patronage to the fol- 
lowing firms, members of the said Manufac- 
turers’ Association. 

Minor, Beal & Co., Isaac Fenno & Co., J. 
Peavy & Bros., Cushing, Olmstead & Co., 
Smith, Carter, Conner & Co., D. M. Hodgdon 
& Co., James Rothwell & Co., Israel, Cohen & 
Co., Thompson, Willis & Nugent, Rice, Say- 
ward & Whitten, Freed, Weiss & Co., Raphael 
& Co., The Standard Clothing Co., Hopkins, 
Chesley & Co., Richardson, Smith & Chase, 
W. B. Witherell & Co., O. Reinstein & Co., M. 
Dean & Co., M. Stecker & Co. 

RESOLVED, That we specially recommend 
to all affiliated unions to act without delay on 
all definite information furnished by the union, 
concerning the trade of the above firms. 

Adopted. 

As per instructions from the convention, 





Secretary Evans communicated with Governor 
Altgeld as follows: 
Chicago, -Ill., Dec. 12, 1893. 
His Excellency, Governor John: P. Altgeld, 

Springfield, IIl.: 

Dear Sir:—In accordance with a resolution 
passed at the convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor this afternoon, I am instructed 
to extend to you a cordial invitation to deliver 


—4 


an address to the delegates in convention as- 
sembled in the Council Chamber, in the City 
Hall, at such time during the present week 
that is most convenient to you. 

Hoping that you will kindly accept the invi- 
tation extended, I am 

Very respectfully yours, 
CHRIS EVANS, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor. 

Governor Altgeld’s reply: 

Executive Office 
Springfield, Ill., Dec. 14, 1893. 
Chris. Evans, Secretary American Federation 

of Labor, Briggs House, Chicago, III. 

Dear Sir:—Kindly convey my thanks to the 
American Federation of Labor for the invi- 
tation it has extended to me, and assure it of 
my good wishes. But, having been absent 
from the capitol for some days, there is such 
an accumulation of important business here 
that it will be impossible for me to return to 
Chicago this week. 

I trust that the proceedings ef the Federa- 
tion are harmonious, and that they will help 
to bring all people who toil with their hands 
onto a higher ground of patriotic and intelli- 
gent co-operation; onto a plane of greater in- 
dependence, and, «consequently, of a _ higher 
manhood and womanhood. Workingmen must 
stand shoulder to shoulder. So long as there 
are sufficient numbers outside of organizations 
to defeat every move of their brethren who 
are organized, just so long will there be less 
bread for each, and that man is not a true 
patriot who is forever trying by sophistry or 
open act to defeat the purpose of organized 
labor, while he does nothing to prevent the 
formation of gigantic combinations that arbi- 
trarily control many of the necessaries of life 
and hold, not only the laborer, but the public 
in their power. No individual can cope with 
these great combinations, because they have 
neither conscience nor soul, and care nothing 
for justice or equity. 

Regretting very much that I can not be with 
you, I am fours very trulv 

JOHN P. AL TGELD. 

Delegate Drummond moved that the com- 
munication be accepted with thanks and be 
spread on the minutes. 

Agreed to. 

Telegram from Jas. O’Connell: 

Richmond, Va., Dec. 15, 1893 
Samuel Gompers, President American Federa- 
tion of Labor, Chicago, Ill 





Accept fraternal greeting. May your ef- 
forts in behalf of the toilers be crowned with 
success. TAS. O'CONNELL, 


Grand Master Machinist I. A. of M. 

Ordered spread on the minutes. 

Resolution No. 143, on immigration, and res- 
olution No. 144, from the Letter Carriers’ As- 
sociation, were laid on the table by a vote of 
46 for to 11 against. 

Delegates Skeffington, Fureseth, Drummond, 
Dixon and Barnes asked to be recorded in the 
negative. 

Committee on Labels and Boycotts resume 
their report. 

Resolution No. 46, by Delegate of Iron 
Molders’ Union of America: 








rt 


WHEREAS, On the 22d day of June, 1891, 
the Grand Rapids School Furniture Co., of 
the city of Grand Rapids, locked out the mol- 
ders in their foundry; and 

WHEREAS, All efforts on the part of the 
Iron Molders’ Union, No. 213 of Grand Rapids 
and the Iron Molders’ Union of North Amer- 
ica, to effect a settlement, have proved futile; 


nd 

WHEREAS, Although every peaceful means 
has been resorted to to convince the said com- 
pany of the injustice of their conduct towards 
their employes, they continue to ignore them 
all, and by so doing have convinced us that 
they are determined to crush out whatever 
of independence there is left in their work- 
men; an 

WH ERE AS, Said company, in order to 
evade the boycott placed on them by the Iron 
Molders’ Union No. 213 and the Central La- 
bor Union of Grand Rapids, and Michigan 
Federation of Labor, have joined the United 
States School Furniture Trust, thereby at- 
tempting to hide their identity; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor be requested to endorse the said boy- 
cott and use the influence of that very nu- 
merous body in such a manner as to teach 
the said company that the friends of organ- 
ized labor are liable to be heard from any 
quarter of the United States and Canada. 

Adopted. 

No. 47, by Delegate C. J. Anderson: 

WHEREAS, The International Broom Ma- 
kers’ Union of America have, for their pro- 
tection against convict and unfair labor 
adopted a union label which is a_ circular- 
shaped piece of card board, of light blue color, 
slightly larger than a silver half dollar, and 
slightly smaller than a silver dollar, with the 
following words printed in the shape of a 
circle around the outer edge of the card board: 

“International Broom Makers’ Union, 1893.” 
Within the circle are two hands joined to- 
gether with the word “union” printed above 
the hands and the word “made” printed be- 
low the hands, and the _— “registered” di- 
rectly above the date 1893. A fac simile of 
the label is hereto attac bed.” The label is placed 
only under the wire on the neck or finish of 
the broom. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, gives 
its indorsement to the above-named union label 
and pledge it our moral support; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That all members and friends 
of the American Federation of Labor purchase 
brooms only bearing the union label and use 
their influence to have their dealer handle no 
other. 

Adopted. 

No. 30, by Delegate FE. C. Smith: 

In recommending the resolution to this con- 
vention, we wish to emphasize the expressions 
not only of the committee, but of the delegat 
in general, representing organizations that use 
union labels. This firm is antagonistic to an 
extreme in its endeavors to paralyze the or- 
ganizations of the boot and shoe industry. 
From information in the hands of this com- 
mittee, we are convinced that a_ determined, 
concerted effort on the part of organized labor 
at this time, will result in the ultimate over- 
throw of this octopus of capitalistic greed. And 
we would recommend that more than ordinary 
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pressure be brought to bear on this concern, 
both by agitation in the meetings of affiliated 
unions, and in the labor press of the country. 
Its overthrow once accomplished will establish 
such a precedent in the minds of unfair em- 
ployers, that they will be loath hereafter to 
enter into a fight against the allied armies of 
labor organizations. We would further recom- 
mend that every labor paper publish these res- 
olutions and forward a marked copy of same 
to the Crawford Shoe Co., Brockton, Mass. 





AUXILIARY REPORT BY COMMITTEE. 

RESOLVED, That this thirteenth annual 
convention of delegates of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor do again endorse the boycott 
of tke Lasters’ Protective Union of America, 
declared for good and sufficient reasons against 
the Crawford shoe. Repeated attempts to ef- 
fect a settlement with this unfair corporation 
have been made but the only basis on which 
a settlement could possibly be reached would 
be this a complete surrender of our rights 
as union members and our independence as 
men. 

Delegate EK. C. Smith moved its adoption 
and asked for a unanimous vote, and the reso- 





lution was adopted unanimously. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


No. 143, on immigration. 
No. 144, by Letter Carriers’ Association. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE’ ON LABELS AND BOY- 
CcoTTsS. 

No. 145, by Delegate Henry Miller, on boy- 
cotting Union Square Theatre, N. 

Resolution No. 42, by Delegate Pameroy: 

WHEREAS, The State of Illinois has placed 
upon its statutes a law limiting the employ- 
ment of women and children to eight hours 
per day or forty-eight hours per week in fac- 
tories and workshops; and, 

WHEREAS, The fate of this law in the 
courts is a matter of interest to the working 
class throughout the United States because 
its defeat in the Supreme Court of Illinois 
would be a precedent most injurious to the 
effort for the legal eight-hour day in other 
states; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor recommend to workingmen voters, 
and especially to union men, that they closely 
watch the fate of this law in the courts of 
Illinois; and, 

RESOLVED, That the courts having sus- 
tained the laws making sixty hours the legal 
working week for women and minors in 
New York, the fifty-eight hours week in 
sachusetts; the fifty-five hours week in 
New Jersey; there is ample precedent for 
the constitutionality of tne forty-eight hours 
legal working week for women and children in 
the factories and workshops of Illinois. 

Committee reported favorably on the reso- 





lution, and Mrs. Kelley was granted the privi- 
lege of the floor to explain the same, and at 
the close of her remarks the resolution was 
adopted. 

After a few words from President Gompers 
thanking the lady for the valuable informa- 
tion imparted, the convention adjourned to 
meet at 7 P. M. 
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FIFTH DAY—Evening Session. 


Friday, Dec. 15, 1893. 

Convention called to order at 7 P. M., Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and the following absentees 
noted: 

Linehan, Tongsdon, Carl, Dopneide, Mar- 
thaler, Kelley, Carney, Pouchot, McKinney, 
Klestil, Powers, W. J. Miller, Gear, Weber, 
T. J. Griffin, Bandlow, Foster, Chadwick, 
Jones, Van Horn. 

Moved to suspend reading of minutes un- 
til tomorrow morning. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Longsdon called to the chair. 

Moved to reconsider Resolution No. 118, by 
Delegate Reichers, on decision of the New 
York State Supreme Court reversing a for- 
mer decision on this issuance of circulars, and 
referred to incoming Executive Council for 
favorable and immediate action, created con- 
siderable discussion, and on a call of the roll 
resulted in a vote of 520 for to 1820 against. 

Delegate Loebenburg was excused from fur- 
ther attendance. 

Delegate Powers moved that the matter of 
the seamen, referred to Executive Council 
be reconsidered. 

Lost. 

President Gompers resumed the chair, and 
on motion the regular order of business was 
resumed. 

Delegate Reichers moved to reconsider the 
vote. 

Moved that the motion be tabled. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the original 
action of the convention to refer to the in- 
coming Executive Council with favorable ac- 
tion be the sense of the convention. 


Carried unanimously. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS 


CONTINUED, 





On Resolution No. 49, by Delegate Bandlow, 
committee recommended the following substi- 
tute: 


WHEREAS, Various states in the union, in 
their penal institutions allow, through a system 
of prison contract labor, the production of 
goods which compete with the free labor in 
the several states in which said custom is in 
vogue, to the detriment of the free wage- 


earner oo in the various industries, and, 

WHEREA There is no mark of recogni- 
tion by “es "these prison-made goods may be 
distinguished from those of free labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor herewith declares its intent not to 
patronize any of the firms handling the pro- 
duct of the penal institutions throughout this 
country, until such times as laws shall be en- 
acted which shall obviate the necessity of free 
labor competing with prison contract labor. 

RESOLVED, That we demand of the vari- 
ous state legislatures the enactment of some 
law which shall compel manufacturers employ- 
ing prison labor to brand the production of 
that labor in order that it may be easily recog- 
nized; further 

RESOLVED, We demand that a bill be 
passed to provide for the payment, to inmates 
of state prisons, reformatories and other penal 
or reformatory institutions in the various states, 
or any municipal corporation, of their earn- 
ings, after deducting expense of their individ- 
ual maintenance therein, 

Substitute adopted. 


Delegate Pomeroy moved that a special com- 
mittee of three be appointed to call on the 
Western Wheel Works and try to effect a 
settlement of the difficulty with the Metal 
Polishers’ Union. 

Agreed to, and the President appointed the 
following committee: Pomeroy, Armstrong 
and Looby. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS— 
CONTINUED. 
Resolution No. 50, by Delegate Green: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be au- 
thorized by this convention to take such steps 
as they may see fit in running down and con- 
victing any and all who are now using coun- 
terfeits of union labels. 


Agreed to. 
Resolution No. 61, by Delegate Beichtold: 


WHEREAS, The Bergner & Engel and Balz 
breweries of Philadelphia, Pa., and_ the - 
tional and Jackson breweries of San Francisco, 
refuse, since years, to grant to their workmen 
the right to organize; and, 

WHEREAS, These breweries are using all 
possible means to disrupt the organization of 
the brewery workers, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention indorses 
the already declared boycott of the National 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen of the 
United States against the above mentioned 
firms. 


Adopted. 
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Resolution No. 59, by Delegate Dunn: 


WHEREAS, The Western Wheel Works, of 
Chicago, Ill., manufacturers of bicycles, having 
refused to deal with organized labor while pro- 
testing against an unreasonable reduction of 
wages which resulted in a strike by the men 
who are members of Local Union Ne. 6, of 
Chicago, Ill., and attached to Metal Polishers, 
Buffers and Platers’ Union of North America; 

WHEREAS, All attempts to amicably settle 
the difficulty were refused with contempt by 
said firm; be it 

RESOLVED, That the product of above 
firm known as Bicycles Blackhawk, L. R., Cres- 
cent, Nos. 1 and 2; Escort, Nos. x and 2; 
Juno, Nos. 1 and 2; Rob Roy, Nos, 1, 2, 3 
and 4; Combination Junior, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 
4; Cinch, Nos. 1 and 2; Boy’s Junior, Pet, 
W. W. W. Pneumatic Tires; be declared un- 
fair and unworthy of the patronage of organ- 
ized labor, and iis friends. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board of 
the American Federation of Labor, issue a 
circular letter to all bodies of organized labor 
affiliated, advising them of the necessity of as- 
sisting the men involved in the trouble by not 
purchasing the bicycles made by said firm. 

Committee reported favorable. 


Delegate Lennon moved to refer to incoming 
Executive Council; if not settled, the Execu- 
tive Council will levy a boycott. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 62, by Delegate Bechtold: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the 
Ehrets Brewery of New York was dec 
the American Federation of Labor years 
and 

WHEREAS, Through the lack of energetic 
support of this boycott at the hands of or- 
ganized labor, it has not yet been brought to 
a successful end; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention instructs 
the incoming Executive Council to use all 
means to make this fight against the brewery 
monopolists of New York and vicinity (that 
since the year 1888 used all means to break 
up the organization of the brewery workers) a 
success and thereby help to build up the na- 
tional organization of the brewery workmen 
of the Eastern States. 


Adopted. 


George 








Resolution No. 63, by Delegate Bechtold: 
Resolution for the endorsement of the boy- 


cott against St. Louis pool beer. 


WHEREAS, The St. Louis Brewery bosses 
with the exception of Anheuser-Busch and 
Wm. J. Lemps, have locked out all their un- 
ion drivers, stablemen and firemen in order 
to break up the organization of their employ- 
ees; and, 

WHEREAS, This attack upon the two local 
unions, Nos. 43 and 95, of the National Un- 
ion of the United Brewery Workmen of the 
United States, is the first one of the entire 
National Bosses’ Association which resolved in 
their last convention at Chicago to use all 
means to break up the entire organization of 
the brewery workmen; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, To declare a boycott on the 
below-named breweries until they fit to recog- 
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nize the right of their employes to organize. 
Be it further 

RESOLVED, To earnestly request all mem- 
bers of the American Federation of Labor to 
use their utmost powers to make this boycott 
as effective as possible and instruct the Execu- 
tive Board of the American Federation of La- 
bor to do all in its power to make this boycott 
a success in a short time. 

Louis Obert Arsenal Brewery, Home Brew- 
ing Co., American Brewing Co., National Brew- 
ing Co., Columbia Brewing Co., and the fol- 
lowing English Syndicate concerns: Anthony 
& Kuhn Brewing Co., Bremen Brewing Co., 
Brinkwirth & Nolker (Lafayette) Brewing Co., 
Cherekee Brewing Co., Choteau Ave. Brewing 
Co., (Schneider’s) Excelsior Brewing Co., 
Green Tree Brewing Co., Grone Brewing Co., 
Hyde Park Brewing Co., Klausman Brewing 
Co., Liberty Brewing Co., Phoenix Brewing 
Co., Stifel’s Brewing Co., Wainwright Brew- 
ery Co., Heims East St. Iouis Brewing Co. 

Adopted. 

No. 75, by Delegates of the Lasters’ Pro- 
tective Union: 

WHEREAS, A. F. Smith, shoe manufac- 
turer, Iynn, Mass., refuses to pay a fair rate 
of wages to organized labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention of Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor re-indorse the boy- 
cott placed on the shoes made by A, F. Smith. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 78, by Delegates of Lasters’ 
Protective Union: 

WHEREAS, Hamilton & Brown, shoe man- 
ufacturers, St. Louis, Mo., have for several 


years discriminated against organized labor; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor call upon all its members and work- 
ingmen and women generally, not to pur- 
chase shoes made by these manufacturers. 

Adopted. 








No. 87, by Delegate Guntner: 


RESOLVED, We, the American Federation 
of labor of the Thirteenth Annual Convention, 
do hereby endorse the boycott of the Interna- 
tional Furniture Workers’ Union of America, 
against the Brunswick, Balke & Collender Bil- 
liard Table Manufactory, and Rothchild & 
Co., known as the American Bar Fixture Co. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 88, by Delegate Skeffington: 

Soot and Shoe Workers’ International Un- 
ion, by direction of General Executive Board, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor indorse the boycott of the above- 
named union against the shoe manufactured 
by the firm of Pray, Small & Co., of Auburn, 
Me. 

Adopted. 


No. 89, by Delegate Lennon: 

RESOLVED, That the proceedings 
vention and other suitable 
pamphlets issued by the American Federation 
of Labor shall have printed thereon a_ fac- 
simile of the labels of affiliated unions, and 
the American Federation of Labor shall also 


of con- 
documents and 
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issue a show card of labels to be sold at cost 
to unions for advertising purposes. 
Adopted. 


Resolution No. 98, by Delegate Bechtold: 


WHEREAS, The Pfaff Brewing Company 
of Boston, Mass., has shown itself hostile to 
organized labor by discharging members of the 
United Brewery Workmen’s Union of the 
United States; and, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the boycott declared by 
the above-mentioned national union against 
the Pfaff Brewing Company be also endorsed 
by the American Federation of Labor. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 108, 

RESOLVED, That no 
by local organizations, 
body has indorsed same. 

Committee 
resolution. 


by Delegate Pomeroy: 


declared 
central 


boycott be 
until the local 
reported to non-concur in the 


amend the re- 
striking out the word 


Delegate Pomeroy moved to 


port of committee by 


‘non.” 
Amendment lost and the resolution tabled. 


No. 95, by Delegate Hart: 
WHEREAS, Manager W. J. Davis, of the 
Haymarket and Columbia Theatres of Chicago, 
Manager John Havlin, of Havlin’s Theatre, 
of Chicago, and a combine of theatres of Cin: 
cinnati, Manager "hh Leavitt, of the Windsor 
Theatre, of Chicago, Manager B. F. Keith, of 
the Circuit of Theatres of Boston, Providence, 


New York and Philadelphia, Manager Peter 
McCourt, of the Tabor’s Grand Opera House, 
Denver, Col., have been unfair to organized 


labor, using every unfair means in their power 
to kill anything appertaining to unionism of 
the American Federation of Labor, also using 
such corrupt legal measures within their 
power by injunctions, etc., that has interfered 
and caused organized labor of the American 
Federation of Labor to fail to gain their just 
demands, and therefore I pray that the commit- 
tee will take such measures as set down by 
the laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, using their vast powers invested in them 
towards gaining our just demands as expected 
by us in affiliation with that grand army incor- 
porated in the American Federation of Labor. 


Adopted. 
Hart, on 


Resolution No. 104, by Delegate 


boycotting an advertising scheme. 
After taken, 


the resolution was lost by a vote of 51 to 14. 


discussion, on a_ vote being 


Moved to extend session one hour. 


Amended to remain in session until the 


question was settled. 
Agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS 
CONTINUED. 


AND BOYCOTTS— 


WHEREAS, The present conditions of in- 
dustrial strife and depression make it impera- 
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tive on the part of organized labor to more 
firmly cement the bonds which at present exist 
between the various crafts; and, 

WHEREAS, This can be more readily ac- 
complished by creating a demand for the pro- 
ducts of organized labor, than by any other 
means; and, ° 

WHEREAS, The “ 
direct means by which that 
recognized; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That in order to accomplish 
the desired results, the Executive Council shall 
place two lecturers in the field, who shall act 
as advertisers and agitators of union label 
goods and incidentally in the capacity of or- 
ganizers whenever an opportunity may present 
itself. The salaries attached to each of these 
offices shall be as follows: $20 per week and 
hotel expenses not to exceed $2.75 per day, also 
railroad expenses. Each lecturer shall send in 
an epitomized account monthly to the various 
organizations represented by trade labels, and 
to the Secretary of the American Federation 
of Labor, of their respective railroad expenses, 
and of the work performed during preceding 
month. These agitators must be appointed 
from unions using trade labels. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
be empowered to appropriate 
from the general fund for this purpose, the 
balance to be made up by an increase in the 
per capita tax pro rata of those organizations 
using trade labels; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
request trade and labor paper publishers to ex- 
change electroype plates of the various labels 
of the crafts their papers may represent, and 
publish same in each issue of said papers, 
thereby advertisng each others’ trade marks 
gratis; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all central bodies be in- 
structed to appoint label committees, whose 
duties shall be to keep up a constant agitation 
in their various localities in behalf of union 
label goods. 

RESOLVED, That organizations affiliateu 
with the American Federation of Labor be re- 
quested to embody in their by-laws, a clause 
to the effect that all their members shall obli- 
gate themselves, under penalty of a fine, to 
purchase only union label goods, and in union 
oe from union clerks, wherever possible to 
ao so. 


trade labels” are the only 


product can be 


Council 
$1,000 per year 





Substitute by 
50, by Delegate 
RESOLVED, 


committee for Resolution No. 
Green: 

That the Executive Council 
be empowered by this convention to put into 
effect the laws relating to counterfeit labels 
in such states as they are now in vogue; and 
where none are in force, to have such framed 
and put into effect at as early date as_ possible. 
The committee believes this matter should be 
referred to the affiliated bodies, and would so 
suggest. 

Committee report favorably. 

Pending 
journed. 


discussion, the convention  ad- 
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SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Saturday, Dec. 16, 1893., 

Convention called to order*at 9 A. M., 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and the _ following absentees 
noted: 

Weismann, Skeffington, Wm, Anderson, C. 
J. Anderson, McGuire, Linehan, Marthaler, 
Valentine, Fox, Metcalf, Keefe, Penna, Glackin, 
Lennon, Daly, W. J. Miller, Dorsey, Grimes, 
Foster, Dixon, Lien, Loefler Nolan, Chad- 
wick, Carmody. 

Delegate Bandlow moved that the reading 
of yesterday’s meeting be dispensed with. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate McGuire moved that that part of 
the report referring to the publication of la- 
bels be referred to the incoming Executive 
Council. 

The reference was lost by a vote of 953 for 
to 1547 against, and on a roll call on the 
recommendation of the committee it was 
adopted by a vote of 1423 for to 966 against. 

Delegate Barnes asked unanimous consent 
to introduce the following resolution and _ its 
immediate passage, the same was granted and 
the resolution adopted: 

RESOLVED, That two copies of the printed 
proceedings of the last day’s session, December 
16, be forwarded by mail within three days to 
each delegate by the Secretary of the Federa- 
tion. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate McGlynn asked consent to intro- 
duce Resolution No. 147, on railroad govern- 
ment debt. 


Granted and referred to Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


Delegate Grimes introduced Resolution No. 
148, on extending sympathy to the striking 
hatters of Danbury, Conn., which was _ re- 
ferred to the Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate McGuire introduced Resolution No. 
149, on new boycotts indorsed by this con- 
vention: 

Moved that the new boycotts endorsed at 
this convention shall not be levied or enforced 
until the incoming Executive Council, or rep- 
resentatives thereof, have first visited the firms 
to be boycotted, and all honorable efforts are 
made to secure an adjustment of the dif- 
ferences now existing between the union and 
employers involved, and limiting time of Execu- 
tive Council to within four weeks. 


Adopted. 


Secretary Evans read the following com- 
munication from the Knights of Labor: 


Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 14, 1893. 
Samuel Gompers, Esq., President of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Dear Sir and Brother:—By resolution passed 
at the seventeenth annual session of the gen- 
eral assembly of the Knights of Labor, held 
in Pilfiladelphia, Pa., November 14 to 28, we 
are instructed to cordially invite the various 
national labor organizations of America to 
select three representatives each, to meet at 
some place early in the coming year to dis- 
cuss the condition of the working people in 
this country, and to suggest and further some 
plan whereby the various labor organizations 
will be brought into closer touch with each 
other, so as to work in harmony for the ameli- 
oration of the condition of the masses. 
favorable action is taken, kindly notify this 
office with the names and addresses of repre- 
sentatives selected, so that we can ascertain 
their wishes as to place and earliest date of 
meeting. 

Wishing for the American Federation of 
Labor, now in session, a useful and successful 
meeting, we are, Truly and fraternally, 

J. R. SOVEREIGN, 
General Master Workman. 
JOHN W. HAYES 


General Secretary-Treasurer. 








Delegate Morgan moved the suspension of 
the regular order of business to take up the 
matter of the communication. 

Carried. 

Delegate Foster’: moved to -go into executive 
session to consider the matter of the K. of L. 
and other matters of importance, which may 
properly come before an executive session. 

Delegate Reichers moved the previous ques- 
tion, and on the main question being put, was 
ordered. 

On a vote being taken it was lost by a vote 
of 1,121 for to 1,225 against. 

By Delegate Morgan: 

Moved that in cordance with the request 
in the communication, three delegates be 





elected at the same time as the election of 
officers of the American Federation of Labor. 
Adopted. 
Regular order of business resumed. 


The Secretary read the following communi- 

cations: 
Chicago, Dec. 16, 1893. 

Delegate Hart, American Federation of Labor 

Convention: 

Dear Sir:—The management of the Savoy 
Music Hall desire to extend to you and the 
delegates of the thirteenth annual convention 
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an invitation to spend an evening at their 
place of amusement while the session now be- 
ing held in Chicago lasts. As we are unaware 
what evening would be most adapted to your 
plans, we leave the selection of a date to the 
members, and trust you will find it agreeable 
to accept this invitation for yourself and the 
other members of the delegation. 

Yours very tru ily, 
J. M. McDONOUGH, 
Morgan 


moved that the invitation 
with 


Manager. 

Delegate 
be respectfully 
to limitation of time. 


Adopted. 


declined regrets, owing 


A poem of fraternal 
from Karl Reuber, of 
and ordered filed. 


greeting was received 
Pittsburg, .1’a., read 
announced that an_ in- 
vitation was extended to the delegates to take 
Wm. Jung, 
and that if the in- 
to so notify the gentle- 


Delegate Weismann 
a complimentary dinner with Mr. 
106 East Randolph street, 
vitation was accepted, 
man. 

Agreed to and invitation accepted. 
instructions 
Council to 
the committee of three which may be elected 


that 
Executive 


Delegate Morgan moved 


be given by incoming 


upon matters of interest in connection with 
the conference with the Knights of Labor. 
Agreed to. 
Delegates Duncan, Reichers, Powers, Mar- 


Elderkin asked to be 


” 


thaler and recorded as 
voting ‘“‘no. 

By Delegate Lennon: 

Moved that it is the sense and request of 
this convention that national and international 
unions be requested to send similar delega- 
tions to the conference called by the Knights 
of Labor. 


Second Vice-President Carney was called to 
the chair. 
A vote 
motion, 


being taken 
it was lost. 


on Delegate Lennon’s 
President Gompers resumed the chair. 
moved that the rules be 
Francisque Chamussy be 
given privilege of the floor for fifteen minutes 
to address the convention. 
the thirty delegates and artisans sent 
to this country by the French government to 
study the labor question. 
Granted. 


Delegate Morgan 


suspended and M, 


He being one of 
French 


After the conclusion of Mr. 
marks, Delegate 


Chamussy’s re- 
moved that trade 
journals be asked to publish the communica- 
tion, and that the secretary be 
furnish Mr. Chamussy with a 
that he had addre 
convention of the 
Labor. 


Morgan 


instructed to 
letter stating 
thirteenth annual 
American Federation of 


sed the 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


uo 
or 


Agreed to. 

In compliance with the above, 
ans furnished M. 
ter 


Secretary Ev- 
Chamussy the following let- 


Chicago, Ill., Dec. 16, 1893. 

To the Trade Unionists of Paris, France: 

Comrades:—It affords me great pleasure to 
acknowledge the visit of Comrade Francisque 
Chamussy to the convention of the American 
Federation of Labor at its thirteenth annual 
meeting. The privilege accorded him to ad- 
dress the convention will doubtless contribute 
largely towards cementing the ties that are 
required to bind together the workingmen of 
France and of the United States of America. 

I beg to congratulate you for the liberal 


spirt manifested. The kind and encouraging 
words of Comrade Chamussy—pleading for a 
closer unity of purpose among the wage-work- 


ers of the world—have taken deep root in the 

hearts of the American workmen, and I trust 

that this kind feeling will continue until the 

toilers of all countries are formulated into one 
brotherhood. 

Sincerely and fre reared yours, 
HRIS. EVANS, 

Secretary Abide Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the thanks of 

the convention be tendered to Mr. 


and the 


Chamussy 
same be spread on the minutes. 
Amended by Delegate McGlynn to give the 
gentleman a seat in the convention during the 
session. 
Agreed to. 
Foster 


Delegate moved that on reassembling 


this afternoon the convention go into execu- 
tive session. 


Agreed to. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 
REFERRED TO THE 


No. 148. By Delegate Marthaler, on old 
and pao hand barrels for holding food pro- 
ducts. 

No. 150. By Delegate Marthaler, 
whisky barrels a second time. 

No. 152. By Delegate Nash, on direct taxa- 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


on use of 


tion. 
No. 156. By Delegate Van Horn, on organ- 
1zers assisting journeymen barbers to organize. 


No. 159. By Delegate Nash, on right of 
people to peaceably assemble. 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES. 


No. 149. By Delegate Marthaler, on union 
cooperage in breweries. 
,O. 151. By Delegate 
age in breweries by 
ternational union. 


Marthaler, on cooper- 
members of Coopers’ In- 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
coTTs. 


boycotting carriage 


LABELS AND BOY- 


No. 153. On manu fac- 


turers, 


REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON LAWS. 


No. 154. By Delegate Barnes, on amend- 
ment to Article III, Section 5. 
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REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 


No. 155. By Delegate Henry Miller on os- 
ganizng the south 
Moved that after 11.50 A. M., no more 


resolutions be introduced. 

Agreed to. 
M. B. McCarthy introduced reso- 
lution No. 157, on changing headquarters of 
the American Federation of Labor; and _ reso- 
lution No. 158, 
quarters of the 


Delegate 


on city where to locate head- 
American Federation of Labor 


were passed over without reference. 


f Resolution No. 160, by Delegate McGuire: 


RESOLVED, 


We deplore the introduction 
of any sectarian or 


captious side issues among 
the working people. Such movements are des- 
tined to divide labor’s forces and produce bit- 
ter antagonisms as they produce religious big- 
otry, provoke rancorous intolerance, and divert 
the working people from working out their 
own emancipation from the galling slavery of 
the present social and politial conditions. 

RESOLVED, That we here and now re- 
affirm as one of the cardinal principles of the 
labor movement that the working people must 
unite and organize, irrespective of creed, color, 
sex, nationality or politics. 

Unanimously adopted. Z 


The time to close introduction of resolutions 


having arrived, no more resolutions were al- 


lowed to be presented except by unanimous 


consent. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS 


CONTINUED. 


Resolution No. 115, by Delegate Jensen: 

WHEREAS, The present system of using a 
separate label for each and every organization 
makes it very difficult for members of organ- 
ized labor to keep themselves conversant with 
those now in force, and being’ continually 
adopted, a. 

WHEREA This conflicting system works 
harm to oa cause of those unions whose work 


requires a label that it may be easily recog- 
nized, 
RESOLVED, That we recommend to the va- 





rious unions already using labels, to use the 





label of the American Federation of Labor in 
conjunction with their own wherever  prac- 
ticable, and to those about to adopt labels, that 
they decide to use the label above recom- 
mended. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 122, by Delegate Pouchot: 


WHEREAS, The Tin, Sheet 
nice Workers’ International Association have 
placed a boycott on the product of the firm 
of Mesker Bros., general contractors of tin 
and sheet he work, of St. Louis, Mo., anc 

WHEREA Such boycott was caused by 
the action oa said firm in refusing to pay the 
scale of our organization, and declining to 
employ union men, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the thirteenth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor hereby indorse said boycott and notify 


Iron and Cor- 
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the St. Louis 

St. Louis 

action, 
Adopted. 


Council and 
Union of such 


Trades’ 
Labor 


Building 
Trades’ and 


Resolution No. 124, by Delegate 


Wooden Ware 


Marthaler, 
on Menasha with- 


drawn. 


Co., was 


Agreed to. 
Resolution No. 
on not patronizing stores who keep open after 
6 P. M., 
Agreed to. 
on 


126, by Delegate Loebenburg, 


was withdrawn. 


Substitute for Resolution No. 
gates Nash and Loebenburg: 

WHEREAS, The Retail 
Protective ssociation of the United States, 
appreciating. as it does the benefits its mem- 
bers have derived through the co-operation of 
the different trades affiliated with this body, it 
still claims through its representatives that un- 
less it continues to receive the support of this 
Federation, and the local unions affiliated with 
it, the future progress of the Clerks’ Associa- 
tion will, to great extent, be curtailed; and, 

WHEREAS, The retail clerk is no longer 
looked upon as a counter hopper, but as a 
wage-worker, in every sense a term implies, 
and stands ready to render ance to any 
and all trades in any justifiable demand; _ feel- 
ing that it is necessary to promulgate cohesion 
of all laboring people and educate them to 
stand by each other in order to carry out our 
principles; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor proclaim to all labor organizations 
that they stand by the clerks in their struggle 
for better conditions in all localities, and that 
this convention recommend the imposing of a 
fine on all members found violating this proc- 
lamation; as it is an imperative duty on all 
wage-earners, that they stand by each other, 
and use all justifiable means to gain their de- 
mands. 

Adopted. 


126, by Dele- 


Clerks’ National 








Resolution No, 128, by 
Loebenburg: 


WHEREAS, There are numerous merchants 
in Chicago whose patronage is almost entirely 
derived from organized labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Several of said merchants are 
known to have denied their employees the 
privilege of becoming members of the Retail 
Clerks’ Association, committee after committee 
having waited on these employers and received 
no satisfactory replies as to their reasons for 
such action; be it 

RESOLVED, That after January 1, the 
Clerks’ Association be instructed to publish a 
list of all unfair employers. Further 

RESOLVED, That all members of local un- 
ions in Chicago affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor be instructed to withdraw 
their patronage from said firms, until such time 
as their names shall be taken from the list by 
the Clerks’ Association. 

Committee 
bodies. 


Delegates Nash and 


recommend reference to _ local 


Agreed to. 
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Resolution No. 131, by Delegate Aalborg: 


WHEREAS, The wholesale clothing manu- 
acturers, Kahn, Shoenbrun & Co., of Chicago, 
persist in discriminating against members of the 
United Garment Workers of America, and re- 
fuse absolutely to arbitrate the matter, and also 
manufacture under the pernicious tenement 
house and sweating system; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the 
public and organized labor not to patronize the 
goods or deal with any retail merchant hand- 
ling the goods of said manufacturers. 


Adopted. 

Resolution No. 132%, by Delegate Pomeroy, 
on Local Union No. 6, of Chicago, attached 
to International Metal Polishers’ Union, was 
withdrawn. 

Resolution No. 134%, by Delegate Weis- 
mann: 

RESOLVED, That no affiliated organization 
be permitted to insert advertisement of boy- 
cotted firms in their publications, and that 
editors of same be so instructed. 

Committe amend by substituting the follow- 
ing: 

RESOLVED, That we severely condemn the 
publication of advertisements of boycotted 
firms in the journals or souvenirs of affiliated 
organizations and request that greater care in 
this matter be exercised in the future. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 86, by Lasters’ Union, on 
protection of trade labels was withdrawn. 

Resolution No. 131%, by Delegate Weis- 
mann: 

RESOLVED, To re-indorse the boycott on 
the American Biscuit Co., and Aldrich and 
Bremner Baking Companies of Chicago, in par- 
ticular; and, 

RESOLVED, To instruct the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council to bring this matter to the 
attention of the labor press and the affiliated 
organizations and to issue a special circular 
on the subject. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No, 145, by Delegate Henry Mil- 
ler: 

WHEREAS, B. F. Keith, proprietor of the 
Union Square Theatre, in New York, has 
chosen to employ non-union men, and_ bids 
open defiance to the just demands of the elec- 
tric wiremen, theatrical mechanics, carpenters 
and engineers, to employ none but union men, 
and 


r 
a1 


WHEREAS, This firm has like establish- 
ments in the cities of Boston, Mass., Provi- 
dence, R. I., and Philadetphia, Pa.; be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor endorse the boycott placed upon the 
firm in question. 

Adopted. 

No. 73, by Delegate Lee, was read, and on 
motion the preamble was stricken out and the 
resolution adopted as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor indorse the boycott placed upon the 
Armour Packing Companies’ products by the 
International Association of Machinists No. 
92 and other labor organizations of Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Moved that the label of the Coopers’ Inter- 
national Union receive official sanction of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Drummond moved that Resolutions 
Nos. 157 and 158, on changing headquarters 
of the American Federation of Labor and city 
to which the change is to be made, be re- 
ferred to a special committee of three. 

Moved that subject matter of Resolution 
Nos. 157 and 158 be deferred until after the 
election of officers. 

Agreed to. 

By Delegate Morgan: 

WHEREAS, The fundamental principle of 
the American Federation of Labor is co-opera- 
tion, that is, co-operation af all its parts to 
assist, support and advance the interests of 
each and all its component organizations; and, 
WHEREAS, The International Machinists’ 
Union is a child of the Federation called into 
life by order of its roth annual convention; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The natural support to which 
it is entitled, is hereby requested; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the officers, delegates and 
members of organizations represented in the 
American Federation of Labor, be and are 
hereby instructed to heartily co-operate with, 
and aid the International Machinists’ Union 
in its work -of organization. 





Committee reported favorable. 
After a lengthy debate the convention ad- 
journed to meet in executive session at 2 


P. M. 


remeron : 
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SIXTH DAY.—Afternoon Session. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Saturday, Dec. 16, 1893. 

Convention called to order at 2 P. M., Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and the following absentees 
noted: 

Klestil, W. J. Miller, Van Horn, Chadwick. 

Moved to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes of the morning session. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Prescott called to the chair. 

Moved that the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions be resumed and after a lengthy 
debate Delegate Weismann offered the follow- 
ing substitute for Delegate Morgan’s resolu- 
tion: 

RESOLVED, That this convention heartily 
endorses the present movement of the Inter- 
national Machinists’ Asociation to drop the 
color line from their constitution and that the 
delegates of this convention be urged to use 
their best endeavors to convince the locals of 
the association to agree to the proposition in 
question in order to bring about harmony in 
the machinists’ organizations of this country. 

Delegate Drummond moved _ the previous 
question on Delegate Weismann’s substitute, 
and on motion was ordered put, and lost. 

Delegates Barnes and McGlynn asked to be 
recorded in the negative. 

Delegate McGlynn moved to refer the whole 
matter to the incoming Executive Council. 


Agreed to. 


The special committee of five reported as 
follows: 

First.—Your committee has listened to a 
statement from the Executive Council in re- 
gard to the subject matter of the resolution, 


and find that the Executive Council are blame- 
less in the matter. 


Second.—We find that a souvenir had been 
contsacted for by President Gompers, and the 
amount received for the same has, we believe, 
been expended by him in the interest of the 
Federation. 

Third.—We recommend, however, that in the 
future, no official souvenir be printed. 


Fourth.—We recommend also that the Presi- 
dent give to this convention a detailed state- 
ment of the receipts and expenditures, in order 
that the fullest information on the subject be 
accorded to all delegates. (Signed), 


lL. Be L, 

MARTIN hed 

T. J. ELDERK 

HAMILTON ARMSTRONG, 
F. K. FOSTER. 


President Gompers then, in compliance with 
the recommendation of the committee, made a 
full and complete statement of all the matters 
in connection with the case. 

Moved to adopt the recommendation of com- 
mittee that in the future the American Feder- 
ation of Labor publish no souvenir. 

After considerable discussion it was resolved 
to extend the hour of adjournment to 5:30 and 
reassamble at 7 P. M. 

Agreed to. 

And at the appointed hour the convention 
adjourned. 


SIXTH DAY—Evening Session. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION—CONTINUED. 
Saturday, Dec. 16, 1893. 

Convention called to order at 7 P. M., Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and the following absentees 
noted: Van Horn, McKinney, Klestil, Cough- 
lin, W. J. Miller, Hofher, Chadwick, Jones. 

Delegate Bandlow moved that the reading of 
the minutes of the afternoon session be dis- 
pensed with. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Prescott called to the chair. 

Previous question being called for on the 


third paragraph of the report, it was put and 
carried by a vote of 36 for to 25 against. 

Moved that we divide the balance of the re- 
port of the committee and act on the para- 
graphs separately. 

Paragraphs, 1, 2 and 4 agreed to and on 
motion the report of the committee as a 
whole was adopted unanimously. 


Moved that when the executive session was 
raised that the chairman read the report of the 
special committee. 

Agreed to. 

Executive session raised. 


Delegate Reichers moved that after the re- 








SO, NSTI 2g 
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port of the committee on law, so far as the 
officers to be elected are concerned, that we go 
into the election of officers. 

sigreed to. 

Delegate Prescott then read the report of 
the special committee and made a statement of 
the proceedings of the executive session and 
moved its adoption and that the report be 
spread upon the minutes. 

Agreed to. 

The Committee on Laws reports as follows: 
To Officers and Members: 

We, your Law Committee, would reapeceny 
submit a report on an amendment by J. 
Lennon, to 

ARTICLE V. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, three Vice-Presi- 
dents and a Secretary-Treasurer, to be elected 
by the convention. 

Keport unfavorable, and recommend the pres- 
ent Section 1, Article V, be amended by strik- 
ing out the word “two’’ and insert the word 
“four.” 


Adopted. 


Resolution No. 141, by Delegate Powers. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, endorse the 
action of the Trade and Labor Assembly of Chi- 
cago in securing one of the World’s Fair build- 
ings in the interest of trade unions and other 
bodies in the interest of labor. Such building 
to be known as a People’s Palace or such other 
appropriate name as may herein after be agreed 
to as the local committees may designate. 






(Signed), 
j. McBRIDE, 
R. POWERS, 
J. T. VALENTINE, 
P, J. McGUIRE, 
J. MAHLON BARNES, 
Committee. 
Adopted. 


Moved to proceed to the election of officers 
for the ensuing term. 


Agreed to. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Delegate Elderkin called to the chair. 


NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT. 

Delegate Reichers” nominated Samuel Gom- 
pers. 

Delegate Penna nominated John McBride. 

Delegate Henry Miller nominated Wm. An- 
derson, who declined. 

Delegate Hofher nominated Henry Weis- 
mann, who declined in favor of Samuel Gom- 
pers. 

Delegate Drummond nominated P. J. Me- 
Guire, who declined in favor of John Me- 
Bride. 


Delegate Skeffington nominated Frank Fos- 
ter, who declined in favor of Samuel Gompers, 
and seconded his nomination. 


Delegate Daly nominated W. C. Pomeroy, 
who declined in favor of John McBride. 

Delegate Valentine moved that nominations 
close, which was agreed to. 
e The chair announced that all candidates ex- 
cept Samuel Gompers and John McBride had 
declined, and on a call of the roll resulted as 
follows: 


For Gompers—Weisman, Skeffington, Wm. 
Anderson, Bechtold, C. J. Anderson, J. Smith, 
Barnes, Dernell, Neuroth, Nash, Loebenburg, 
Marthaler, Guntner, Reichers, Aalborg, Mar- 
den, FE. C. Smith, Keyes, Keefe, Morgan, By- 
ron, Fureseth, Elderkin, Ross, Lennon, Pres- 
cott, W. J. Miller, Dorsey, Drummond, Belz, 
Grimes, Weber, Scheel, P. Smith, Hofher, 
Frank McCarty; Foster, Hart, J. A. Tracy, 
Loefler, Looby, Drach, Jones, Beulanger,— 
representing 1,314 votes. 

For McBride—Van Horn, McGuire, Line- 
han, Longsdon, Carl, Dopheide, H. Miller, 
Kelly, Pomeroy, Kenehan, Valentine, Box, Met- 
calf, Carney, Brettell, Hughes, Pouchot, Mc- 
Bride, Penna, Call, Miller, Glackin, MecKin- 
ney, Mahon, Powers, Jensen, Daly, Green, 
Gear, Duncan, M. Griffin, Dunn, T. J. Griffin, 
Morris, McGlynn, Armstrong, M. B. McCar- 
thy, Dixon, Lien, Nolan, Glendenning, Car- 
mody,—representing 1,222 votes. 





Samuel Gompers having received a majority 
of all votes cast, Delegate Penna moved that 
his election be made unanimous, which was 
agreed to, and Chairman Elderkin declared 
Samuel Gompers duly elected president for the 
ensuing term. 

President Gompers resumed the chair and in 
a few well-chosen words thanked the conven- 
tion for the confidence again reposed in him. 


NOMINATIONS FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Delegate Foster nominated C. Drummond, 
who declined in favor of P. J. McGuire. 

Delegate Daly nominated P. J. McGuire. 

There being no other candidate, Delegate 
McGuire was unanimously elected First Vice- 
President for the ensuing term and so declared 
by the chair. 

NOMINATIONS FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Delegate Weismann nominated C. L. Drum- 
mond. 

Delegate M. B. McCarthy nominated P. J. 
Kelly, who declined in favor of Jas. Brettell. 

Delegate Mahon nominated W. A. Carney, 
who declined in favor of and nominated Jas. 
Brettell, who, in turn, declined in favor of 
Cc. L. Drummond. 

Delegate McGlynn moved to elect C. L. 
Drummond by acclamation. 
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Carried unanimously, and C. L. Drummond 
declared elected Second Vice-President for the 
ensuing term. 


NOMINATIONS FOR THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Delegate Skeffington nominated W. H. Mar- 
den, who declined in favor of Jas. Brettell. 

Delegate W. J. Anderson nominated P. H. 
Penna, who declined. 

Delegate Van Horn nominated Jas. Brettell. 

Delegate John $mith nominated Jas. Dun- 
can, who declined in favor of Jas. Brettell. 

Delegate Powers moved to make the election 
of Jas. Brettell unanimous, which was agreed 
to, and so declared by the chair. 

NOMINATIONS FOR FOURTH VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Delegate Skeffington nominated W. H. Mar- 
den. 

Delegate Dunn nominated P. J. Kelly. 

Delegate Hofher nominated T. J. Morgan, 
who declined. 

Delegate Pomeroy moved to proceed with 
the roll call. 

On a vote being taken and before the result 
was announced, Delegate Kelly moved that 


the election of W. H. Marden be made unani- 
mous, 


Agreed to. 

Mr. W. H. Marden was then declared duly 
elected Fourth \ice-President for the ensuing 
term. 

NOMINATIONS FOR SECRETARY. 

Delegate Looby nominated Chris. Evans. 

Delegate Belz nominated Robert Bandlow, 
who declined in favor of Chris. Evans, 

Delegate Hart nominated Louis Nash. 

Delegate Daly nominated J. J. Linehan, who 
declined in favor of Chris. Evans. 

Delegate Elderkin moved that nominations 
close. 

Agreed to. 

President Gompers appointed Delegate Der- 
nell to act as Secretary pro tem. 

On a vote being taken, and before the result 
was announced, Delegate Nash moved that the 
election of Chris. Evans be made unanimous, 
which was agreed to, and President Gompers 
declared Chris. Evans duly elected secretary 
for the ensuing term. 


NOMINATIONS FOR TREASURER. 


Delegate McGlynn nominated J. B. Lennon 
and moved that his election be made unani- 
mous, which was agreed to. 





ELECTION OF A COMMITTEE OF THREE FOR CON- 
FERENCE WITH THE KNIGHTS OF LABOR. 
Delegate Lennon nominated Henry Weis- 
mann. 
Delegate Barnes nominated T. J. Morgan. 
Delegate Drummond nominated Frank Foster. 
Delegate Longsdon nominated P. J. Me- 
Guire. 
Delegate Nash nominated Chas. Reichers. 
Delegate Reichers nominated Adolph Strasser. 
Delegate Van Horn nominated John Mce- 
Bride. 
Delegate McBride nominated Samuel Gom- 
pers. 
Morgan, Reichers 
(Strasser withdrawn), McBride declined, which 
left Samuel Gompers, P. J. McGuire and Frank 


Foster as the three candidates. 


Delegates Weismann, 


Delegate Linehan called to the chair. 

Moved that Samuel Gompers, P. J. Me- 
Guire and Frank Foster be selected as a com- 
mittee of three to meet in conference with 
representatives of the various national labor 
organizations, as set forth in the invitation ex- 
tendeu by the communication received from 
J. R. Sovereign, General Master W ork- 
man, and John W. Hayes, General Secretary- 
Treasurer, order Knights of Labor. 

Motion adopted. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Delegate C. J. Anderson asked to be re- 
corded as voting in the negative. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Moved that Resolution Nos. 157 and 158, on 
change of headquarters and location of same, 
be laid on the table, was lost by a vote of 27 
for to 25 against. 

Delegate Bandlow called to the chair. 

Delegate Penna moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 157, by Delegate M. B. McCarthy, favor- 
ing cnange of location of headquarters. 

The previous question was then called and 
put, and the resolution to change headquarters 
was lost by a vote of 980 for to 1,483 against. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Delegate Morgan moved that when conven- 
tion adjourned to meet at 9 A. M. Sunday, 
December 17, 1893. 

Amended to meet at 10 A. M. 

Amendment to the amendment that the con- 
vention meet again at 9 A. M. Monday, and 
by a vote of 52 for and 20 against the amend- 
ment to the amendment was adopted. 

Delegate McGlynn requested to be recorded 
as voting in the negative. 

At 11 P. M. the convention adjourned. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Monday, Dec. 18, 1893. 

Convention called to order at 9 A. M., Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

After roll call Delegate Bandlow moved to 
dispense reading of the minutes. 

Agreed to. 

Secretary Evans read the following com- 
munication from Geo. E. McNeil: 





Boston, Mass., Dec. 15, 1893. 
Samuel Gompers, President American Federa- 

tion of Labor, Chicago, IIL: 

Upon the Congress of Labor now assembled 
depends more than upon any organization the 
emancipation of laborers from the tyranny of 
mammonized competition. Not by leaps in 
the dark but by steps in the light shall we 
reach the march of liberty, fraternity and 
equality. GEO. E. McNEIL,. 





Ordered filed and spread on the minutes. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS-——-CON- 
TINUED. 
Resolution No, 80, by Delegate Guntner: 


WHEREAS, The Furniture Workers’ Un- 
ion of America, have during the last four years 
passed through several severe contests with the 
united capitalists of our trade; and, 

WHEREAS, Union No. 5, of Cincinnati, 
has apparently been singled out for complete 
destruction, because of its persistent efforts 
to reduce the hours of labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Should we fail in our efforts to 
secure a peaceful adjustment at the beginning 
of the new year, we are determined to con- 
tinue the good fight; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this convention hereby 
instruct its officers, and urge upon the or- 
ganizations represented herein, to give the 
strongest support possible to the Furniture 
Workers’ Union in this, its righteous struggle. 

Agreed to. 


Resolution No. 156, by Delegate Van Horn: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be requested 
to send out an appeal which will be furnished 
by the Journeymen Barbers’ International Un- 
ion of America, urging the trades councils and 
organizers to persuade barbers in such_ locali- 
ties where the barbers are yet unorganized to 
embrace unionism and affiliate with the Jour- 
neymen Barbers’ International Union of 
America; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
officers be requested to comply with the within 
resolution. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 147, by Delegate McGlynn: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor strenuously opposes any alteration 
of terms of contract or extension of time of 
payment in the matter of the debt owed to the 


United States by the Central and Union Pa- 
cific Railroad Companies, and urges the proper 
United States officials to take immediate legal 
steps to insure the payment of said debt, as per 
contract, or fatling payment, to take posses- 
sion, ownership and control of said railroads, 
they to be thenceforth used and managed by 
and for the benefit of the people of this na- 
tion. 


Adopted. 


Resolution No. 150, by Delegate Marthaler 

WHEREAS, The distillers of the United 
States are taking advantage of and evading the 
internal revenue law relating to the refilling of 
old barrels; and, 

WHEREAS, The same is an injury to the 
whisky barrel trade; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this convention that we 
instruct our delegate to the next annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor, 
to do all in his power to get through a resolu- 
tion to petition Congress to amend this law 
so as to prohibit the refilling of any old bar- 
rel with alcohol or spirits. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 148, by Delegate Marthaler: 

WHEREAS, The filling of old or second- 
hand barrels with food products has been 
proven to be detrimental to the good health of 
the public at large; and, 

WHEREAS, The health of our citizens 
should be first in the minds of the people; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this convention that éach 
local union connected with the C. I. U. draft 
and have passed and, if possible, have in- 
dorsed by the health boards of their. localities, 
resolutions abolishing the use of old or other 
second-hand barrels or packages for the pack- 
ing of food products; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That our delegate to the next 
annual convention of the American Federation 
of Labor lay this matter before that body, and 
do all in his power to further the object of 
this resolution. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 133, by Delegate Gear: 

WHEREAS, It is a well-known fact that 
the fundamental law of the State of Illinois 
is inadequate, according to the interpretation 
put upon it by the judiciary of this common- 
wealth, to properly safeguara the rights of the 
toilers of this state; therefore, the American 
Federation of Labor, in thirteenth annual ses- 
sion, recommends the ratification of the fol- 
lowing proposed amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the States of Illinois: 

RESOLVED, By the House of Representa- 
tives, the Senate concurring therein, that there 
be submitted to the people of the State of Illi- 
nois, for their ratification vr rejection, at the 
next general election for members of the next 
General Assembly, the following additional 
amendment to the constitution. 

RESOLVED, That the General Assembly 
shall have power, and it shall be its duty, to 
enact and provide for the enforcement of all 
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laws that it shall deem necessary to regulate 
and control contracts, conditions and relations 
existing or arising from time to time between 
corporations and their employes. 

Adopted by the House by a two-thirds vote, 
April 13, 1893. 

Concurred in by the Senate by a two-thirds 
vote, June 8, 1893. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 159, by Delegate Nash: 

WHEREAS, There is an order in effect in 
the office of the Chief of Police of Chicago 
that sets aside the Constitution of the United 
States guaranteeing the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble in public places and ae. 
cuss their grievances; and, 

WHEREAS, When.the unemployed of the 
city of Chicago attempt to meet in a — 
place—the Columbus monument on the lake 
front—within the meaning of the Constitution, 
they are immediately set upon by the police 
with clubs and brutally maltreated. There- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, that we 
condemn this revival of such tyranny as 
George III, sought to impose upon our revolu- 
tionary fathers, and which they successfully 
resisted even to warfare for their rights. 

Adopted. 


Communication No. 143: 


Room 77, Custom House, 
Chicago, Dec. 15, 1893. 
Mr. J. J. Linehan, Chicago, IIl.: 

Dear Sir:—I desire, through you, to submit 
to the labor convention, now in session in this 
city, some observations in regard to the ‘‘Alien 
Contract-Labor Law,’ resulting from my ex- 
perience officially; to suggest certain amend- 
ments thereto, which, after consideration, 
should they meet the approval of the assem- 
bly, I assume that honorable body will take 
the proper steps to at once secure such addi- 
tional legislation. 

The law was enacted at the behests of or- 
ganized labor—for their benefit as well as pro- 
tection from the rapacity of employers. Like 
all new statutes it was largely experimental; 
its defects only appearing on its practical ap- 
plication. The evidence of this is found in 
the several amendments that have already been 
adopted, although the orignal act was only 
passed February 20, 1885. (23 Stat. 332.) 

Many and constant violations of the law are 
almost of daily occurrence, and while many 
suits have been commenced, few convictions 
have been secured, and many suits, even where 
guilt was not questioned, were never com- 
menced, because the law officers advised that 
conviction could not be had. 

Under a joint resolution of Congress admit- 
ting the bringing of employees to the World’s 
Columbian Fair, there are now over 500 men 
in the country who are here in open violation 
of the law, and yet the authorities decide there 
is no way to deport them. 

The courts seem to construe the law as ap- 
plicable only to cheap or what may be termed 
common laborers, or that it was made almost 
solely with reference to cases of strikes, to 
prevent the importation of laborers to take the 
places of our citizens. 

Any foreigner may contract and bring to this 
country with him all the laborers he may desire 
with impunity, if he sets them to work for 
himself for a little while. 
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The law is not clear that an “import”? who 
becomes a public charge within one year after 
landing, can be deported. This should be 
amengled so as to leave no question in such 
cases. 

While an amendment of the law gives an 
informer one-half of the fine collected, yet in 
all cases of conviction the employer is to be 
hood and the employee is to be deported. This 
should be so amended as to give the imported 
employe who gives the information leading to 
conviction, one-half the fine, and exemption 
from deportation. This would open the door 
for many convictions that cannot now be had, 
because of the mutual interest of employer 
and employe to suppress the evidence in the 
case. e- 

Chicago is now the a labor center of 
the country. -arties landing at any of our 
ports can, under previous ‘“‘coaching,” give 
such evasive answers to the officers as to enable 
them to pass, even though on their way to 
their previously engaged. employment, and _ it 
is only when they reach ‘their destination that 
it can be known they are “contract laborers.” 
This would seem to require that this city be 
made a point where the government should 
have at all times its authorized commissioners, 
with constant open doors, to receive and 
promptly decide all cases brought before them, 
either by its officers or by members of labor 
organizations, or individuals. 

In brief, the remedies should be strength- 
ened in every direction. 

The officers of the immigration bureau have 
called the attention of Congress to these de- 
fects. I am firm in the belief that if the 
labor organizations of the country take up the 
subject in an appeal to the Chairman of the 
Congressional Labor Committee, that such 
amendments as they may suggest’ will be 
adopted. Respectfully, 

H. C. BRADSBY, 
Immigration Inspector. 
Concurred in. 


Resolution No. 70, by Delegate Van Horn: 


WHEREAS, Certain legislation known as 
“The Repeal of the Sherman Bill,” has re- 
cently been passed by the federal government; 


and, 

WHEREAS, This legislation has failed to 
improve the financial or commercial condition 
of the country, but, on the contrary, has in- 
tensified the distress that has recently pre- 
vailed in all of the industries throughout the 
United States; and, 

WHEREAS, The resolutions adopted at the 
silver convention, held in Chicago on August 
1 and 2, 1893, voice the sentiments of the 
masses of the people of this country; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we heartily endorse said 
resolutions and recommend to the members of 
Congress and of the United States Senate, 
that they pass a free-coinage silver bill, at the 
ratio of sixteen ounces of silver to one ounce 
of gold, as the one of the means of relieving 
the present monetary stringency, and of a re- 
turn to national prosperity; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor be instructed 
to immediately forward to the United States 
Senate and House of Representatives a copy 
of these resolutions. 

Majority of committee reported back without 
recommendation. 


Minority of committee reported favorably. 
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Moved to concur in the minority report. 

Delegate McGuire amends by striking out 
the word “only” and substituting the words 
‘fone of the.” 

Carried. 


The minority report, as amended by Delegate 
McGuire, was adopted. 

Resolution No, 22, by Delegate McGlynn: 

RESOLVED, That this session of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor approves of the idea 
of uniformity of farm produce transportation, 
and we advise affiliated bodies to discuss the 
plan proposed and report their action at the 
next convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. Printed copies of the plan to be 
furnshed by the Propaganda Committee of the 
Pacific coast without any expense whatever to 
this body. 

Committee reported back without recom- 
mendation. 

Moved to adopt the resolution. 


Delegate Carney moved to strike out the 
word “approves.” 


Delegate Morgan amended, to strike out the 
words “to report-back to the next conven- 
tion.” 

Delegate Barnes moved that the subject 
matter be referred back to the committee. 

Delegate Frank McCarthy moved to lay the 
matter on the table. 

Motion lost. 

Moved to withdraw consideration of reso- 
lution. 

Granted. 

Delegate McGlynn offered the following sub- 
stitute for Resolution No. 22: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor deem the idea of uniformity of 
transportation of farm products worthy of con- 


sideration, and we refer it to affiliated bodies 
for discussion. 


The time of adjournment having arrived 
during the remarks of Delegate Barnes, Presi- 
dent Gompers declared the convention ad- 
journed. 


SEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Monday, Dec. 18, 1893. 

Convention called to order at 2 P. M., Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

After roll call it was moved that the read- 
ing of the minutes be dispensed with. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Barnes resumed his remarks on the 
substitute for the resolution. 

After further discussion on the subject, 
Delegate Kelly moved the previous question, 
which was put, and the substitute of Delegate 
McGlynn was adopted by a vote of 41 for to 
13 against. 

Delegates Weismann, John Smith, Jensen, 
Bechtold, F. McCarthy, Barnes, Marthaler, 
Morgan, Weber, Gear, Hofher and Bandlow 
requested to be recorded as voting in the 
negative. 

The Secretary read telegrams from C. S. 
Denny, mayor of Indianapolis, Ind.; from 
Chas. F. Wilson, Vice-President, and Olney 
Newell, Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 
Denver, Colo.; and from Donald Fletcher, 
President, and Thos. S. Smith, Secretary, 
Denver Real Estate and Stock Exchange, Den- 
ver, Colo., extending invitations to hold the 
next convention in their respective cities. 

Ordered noted and filed. 

Communications from F. P. Sargent, of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, regret- 
ting his inability to be present at the con- 


vention, but expressing his best wishes for the 
success of the convention. One from Percy 
Daniels, Lieutenant Governor of the State of 
Kansas, on graduated income tax, and express- 
ing his best wishes that the deliberations of 
the convention may be harmonious. One from 
M. D. Van Horn, Mayor of Denver, Colo., 
extending a cordial invitation to hold the next 
convention in that city. One from J. S. 
Coxey, Massillon, Ohio, on expressing thanks 
to the convention for its approval of his good 
roads plan, were ordered read, noted and put 
on file. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LAWS 


To the Officers and Members of American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention: 

Your Committee on Laws respectfully report, 
on subject matter referred to them, the fol- 
lowing as the result of their considerations: 

AS APPEARS IN PROGRAM: 

1. By Detroit trades and labor unions. 
AMENDMENT TO PREAMBLE: 
Organization being necessary for the amelior- 
ation and final emancipation of labor, for this 
reason we have organized the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. But the final emancipation 
from wage slavery can only he accomplished 
through the economic and independent politi- 

cal organization of the wage worker. 

Committee report unfavorable. 

Recommendation concurred in. 

2. Resolution No. 96: To amend Section 


2, Article VII, of the Constitution, by adding 
the following: 
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When a national or international union has 
been formed, the president shall notify all lo- 
cal unions of that trade to affiliate with such 
national or international union, and unless such 
notification be complied with within three 
months, their charter shall be revokec 

Agreed to. 

3. By Delegate Weismann: Repeal Section 
6, Article IV, and substitute the following: 

No delegate shall be entitled to voice or vote 
in the convention who is not actively employed 
in the trade he or she represents except such 
delegates who are general officers of such or- 
ganization. 

Committee report unfavorable. 

Agreed to. 

4. Submitted by Detroit Trade and Labor 
Union: Amendment to Article IV, Section 1. 

No de legate shall be entitled to a representa- 
tive seat in the convention who is not actively 
employed at the trade he or she represents, 
except such delegates are officers of organiza- 
tions favoring government ownership of the 
telegraph. 

Committee report unfavorably. 

Agreed to. 

Also by Cigar Makers’ International Union: 
Resolution No. 40. 

Committee make unfavorable report. 

Agreed to. 


We recommend as a substitute, add to Sec- 
tion 6, Article IV: “But no person shall be 
recognized as a delegate who is not a member 
in good standing of the organization he is 
elected to represent.” 


Adopted. 


Resolution No. 41, by Delegates of the In- 
ternational Cigar Makers’ Union: 

Article VIII, Section 2. Strike out the fol- 
lowing: “Provided, however, that organiza- 
tions represented in this convention whose 
delegates have been instructed to oppose the 
levying of an assessment shall not be liable 
to suspension until the matter is acted on at 
their next national or international conven- 
tion.” 

Reported favorably by the committee and 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 39, by Delegate Boulanger: 

WHEREAS, In several instances during the 
past year central labor bodies affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, have at- 
tempted to interfere in the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the American Federation of Labor, 
namely the autonomy of the subordinate bod- 
ies of the American Federation of Labor; there 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled take this 
opportunity of declaring such acts contrary to 
its purpose and once more guarantee all sub- 
ordinate bodies autonomy and free from _ in- 
terference in the control of their international 
affairs. 

Committee reports unfavorable. 

Report concurred in. 


AS APPEARS ON PROGRAM. 

8. By Delegate Lennon: 

Article V, Section 2. The Executive Council 
shall have power to make loans to affiliated 





unions upon application of the proper officers 
of such unions. No loans shall be made with- 
out good and sufficient surety, and no loans 
shali be made for a longer period than six 
months, but the Executive Council shall have 
the power to extend the time of any loan for 
a second period of six months or longer. 

And 9. By Delegate Lennon: 

Article V, Section 3. During the absence 
of either the President or Secretary from the 
office of the American Federation of Labor, the 
officer remaining in charge of the general office 
shall have power and shall transact all busi- 
ness coming to the office usually transacted 
by the officer absent. 

Committee report unfavorable, believing it 
suffic&ntly covered by Article X, Section 1. 

Concurred in. 


10. By Delegate Prescott, to amend Article 
VII, Section 2, of the Constitution by adding 
the following: 

It shall also prepare and present to the con- 
vention in printed form, a concise statement of 
the details leading up to approved and pending 
beycotts, and no indorsement for a_ boycott 
shall be considered by the convention, except 
it has been so reported upon by the Executive 
Council. 

Approve and recommend adoption. 





Agreed to. 

11. By Delegate Weismann: Amend Section 
3, Article IV, as follows; 

No delegate shall be entitled to vote or 
voice in the convention who represents an or- 
ganization, affiliated either directly or through 
its locals with a local central body of labor 
organizations in which a suspended or seceding 
local of a national or international union is 
represented that is connected with this Fed- 
eration. 


The committee reported unfavorable, and rec- 
ommended the adoption as a substitute to Sec- 
tion 3, Article IV, add to section the follow- 


“Or any central body or national or inter- 
national union connected with the American 
Federation of Labor, under penalty of sus- 
pension of the body violating this section.” 

Moved to concur in the report. 

Delegate Wm. Anderson moved the previous 
question, and was ordered, and on a vote be- 
ing taken, the report of the committee was 
adopted by a vote of 1,592 for to 640 against. 

Delegate McBride moved to reconsider the 
vote on Section 3, Article IV. 

Carried. 

Delegate McBride moved to amend by strik- 
ing out the words ‘‘or refuses to affiliate with” 
in Section 3, Article IV, of the constitution. 

Delegate Drummond called to the chair. 

Delegate Hofher moved the previous question 
on the motion to strike out, and on a vote be- 
ing taken, was agreed to. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 


A vote was then taken on the motion as 

amended by the committee, and was adopted. 
Resolution No. 69, by Delegate Van Horn: 
Committee reported unfavorable. 
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Resolution No, 19, also on programme, by J. 
Mee, of the Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ 
Alliance. 

Committee reported unfavorable. 

Article III, Section 4, of the programme. 

Committee reported unfavorable. 

On motion the recommendation of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 

12. By Council of Trades and Labor Un- 
ions, Detroit, Mich. 

It shall be the duty of the President of the 
American Federation of Labor to supply semi- 
annually to all affiliated central bodies as well 
as to all national or international unions a list 
and addresses of secretaries of central bodies 
as well as the organiz of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The committee recommend to favorable con- 
sideration of incoming Executive Council. 

















Agreed to. 

13. Article III, Section 4. Strike out in 
first line annually and insert instead biennially. 

Committee report unfavorable. 

Agreed to. 

14. Article V, Section 5. Add after the 
word Convention ‘‘and no one shall be eligble 
to more than two terms in succession as Presi- 
dent. 

Committee report unfavorable. 

Agreed to. 

Second Vice-President Carney called to the 
chair. 

ag. By International Furniture Workers’ 
Union of America: f 

RESOLVED, That in the future no profes- 
sional politican be appointed an organizer of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Committee report unfavorable. 





Delegate Pomeroy offered the following sub- 
stitute: 

RESOLVED, No person holding a_ political 
position shall be appointed organizer. 

Delegate Penna moved to amend the orig- 
inal report by striking out the words “in the 
future.” 

Moved that the subject matter be laid on 
the table, and was carried by a vote of 32 
to 21. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Delegate Wm. Anderson moved to extend 
the session to 6 P. M., and on a vote being 
taken was lost. 

Delegate Daly moved the suspension of the 
rules to take up the report of the Committee 
on Resolutions. : 


Agreed to. 


Resolution No, 111: 


WHEREAS, The necessity of having all 
work in the construction of a building thor- 
oughly inspected is apparent to all, and every 
means should be taken to insure the safety of 
the tenants in every respect; and, 

WHEREAS, The construction of fire places 
has through the competition of employer's de- 
generated, and calls forth a _ serious protest 
from those engaged in that calling, as well as 
calling the attention of the departments of 
building in all cities, to the need of a thor- 
ough inspection of the same. 

RESOLVED, That this convention hereby 
recommend to the various municipal govern- 
ments the appointment of a fire place inspec- 
tor, and that the same be selected from the 
craft representmg the me. 





Delegate McGlynn moved to extend the ses- 
sion to 5:30. 

Agreed to. 

After considerable discussion Delegate 
Drach moved the previous question, and on a 
vote being taken, the resolution was adopted. 

Delegate Powers asked to introduce the’ fol- 
lowing resolution: 

RESOLVED, That we extend the thanks of 
this convention to the people of Chicago 
through its representatives in the Common 
Council for courtesies extended in granting 
the use of the Council Chamber for the hold- 
ing of this convention and the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor furnish a 
copy of this resolution to the City Council. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Delegate Carney moved to suspend the rules 
to vote on the election of a place to hold the 
convention next year. 


Agreed to. 


NOMINATIONS. 

Delegate Ida Keyes nominated Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Delegate Neuroth nominated Denver, Col. 

On roll call Denver was selected as the place 
to hold the convention next year, by a vote 
of 1,192 for Denver, and Indianapolis, 1,071. 

President Gompers then declared Denver as 
being the choice of the convention as the place 
of meeting. 

After which the convention adjourned at 
5:45 P. M. 
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EIGHTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Tuesday, Dec. 19, 1893. 

Convention called to order with President 
Gompers in the chair at 9 A. M. 

On motion the roll-call and the reading of 
the minutes of previous day’s session were 
dispensed with. 

Agreed to. 

Delegate Glendenning moved to suspend the 
rules to hear the report of the Grievance 
Committee. 

Agreed to. 

Union 
5768 was then reported upon by the Commit- 
tee on Grievance. A majority and minority 
vote were submitted. The majority 


The grievance of the Gold Gilders’ 


recom- 
mended that the entire subject matter be re- 
The minority 
recommended that the convention proper take 
the matter under consideration. After a 
lengthy discussion and explanation by the dele- 


ferred to the Executive Council. 


gate of the union and the president, the ma- 
jority report of the committee referring the 
matter to the incoming Executive Council was 
adopted. 


REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS RE- 
SUMED. 
COMMITTEE ON LAWS CONTINUE THEIR REPORT. 


Resolution No. 135, by Delegate Guntner, on 
recommending a change in the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee report unfavorable, it being a 
grievance without specifications. 

Agreed to. 


Resolution No. 140, by Delegate Dennis: 

WHEREAS, One of the oldest and_ best 
secret organizations ever instituted by the 
mind of man, hold all their elections of officers 
without nominations, and that this method has 
been found to be most pre-eminently success- 


ul: 

RESOLVED, For the better preservation of 
the American Federation of Labor, that all 
elections of officers in the future of this body, 
be made without nominations, each delegate 
voting his choice in silence by secret ballot. 

Committee report unfavorable. 


Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 136: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be empowered to settle all disputes 
arising between affiliated bodies of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. ; 

Committee amend by adding the words 
“when requested by both parties in dispute.” 

After considerable debate the resolution was 
adopted as amended, and reads as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be empowered, when requested by both 


parties in dispute, to settle all disputes arising 
between affiliated bodies of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL OR 
FEDERATED BODIES. 
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON LAW, AS A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR ARTICLE X OF THE 
CONSTITUTION, 
Gentlemen:—Your Committee on Local or 
Federated Bodies beg leave to respectfully re- 
port as their opinion that the existing laws 
regulating and relative to local federated bod- 
ies are insufficient, incomplete and in some 
cases unwise, and we respectfully submit the 
following amendments in lieu of existing laws 
and pending resolutions, the same to be incor- 
porated under the head of Article X, and en- 
titled Local or Federated Bodies. 


ARTICLE X. 


Sec. 1. Local central labor unions shall be 
formed whenever possible by the local unions 
of the national or international unions affil- 
iated with the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 2. Three local umions shall constitute 
a sufficient number to hold an American Fed- 

eration of Labor charter for a local central 
eer union. 

Sec. 3. It is incumbent upon all local central 
labor unions to use every persuasion possible 
to the end that all affiliated local unions shall 
join the national or international union of 
their crafts where such exist and are affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 5. Article IV. No central labor union 
or any other central body of delegates, shall 
admit to their councils dele -gates from any local 
organization that owes its allegiance to any 
other body, national or international, hostile 
to any affiliated organization, or that has been 
suspended or expelled by a national or inter- 
national organization of their trade, under 
penalty of being denied representation in gen- 
eral conventions of this Federation. It shall 
be the duty of all national and international 
unions affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor to instruct their loc al unions to join 
chartered central labor unions in their vicinity 
where such exist. a instructions shall be 
given by the American Federation of Labor 
to all federal labor unions under its jurisdic- 
tion. 





Sec. 6. The Executive Council and local 
central labor unions, shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as local unions 
to national or international unions the workers 
in their vicnity; to aid the formation of na- 
tional or international unions where none exist, 
and to organize as federal labor unions where 
the number of craftsmen preclude other forms 
of organization. 

Sec. 7. The American Federation of Labor 
shall refer all applications for charters from 
local unions or federal labor unions from a 
vicinity where a chartered central labor union 
exists to that body for investigation and ap- 
proval. 

Sec. 8. Whenever three central labor unions 
exist in a state, they shall organize a State 
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Federation of Labor, to whose deliberations 
representatives of organized labor shall be 1n- 
vited. 

Sec. 9. Charters shall not be granted by 
state federations of labor, that power to be 
vested solely in the Executive Committee of 
the American Federation of Labor and the 
Executive Officers of national and international 
unions affiliated therewith. 

J S DUNCAN, Chairman, 
M. McGLYNN, Secretary, 
JAMES J. DALY, 

JAMES BRETT EL L.. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAW CONTINUED. 


Upon the matter referred to us from the 
Committee on Local or Federated Bodies, we 
report as follows: 

Sec. 1. Unfavorable. Sufficiently covered 
by law. 


Approved of. 

Sec. 2. Unfavorable. Sufficiently covered 
by law. 

Approved of. 


yn 
is] 


3. Unfavorable. 
Approved of. 


Sec. 4. _ Relating to Section 5 of Article IV, 
the committee recommends adoption. 
Approved of. 


Sec. 6. After inserting before the word “‘lo- 
cal’”’ on the first line the words “the Executive 
Council and” the committee recommend adop- 
tion. 

Approved of. 


Sec. 7. Recommend adoption. 
Concurred in. 


Sec. 8. Report unfavorable. 
Agreed to. 


Sec. 9. Recommend adoption. 
Concurred in. 


Resolution No. 154, by Delegate Barnes: 


Amendment to Article III, Section 5. Strike 
out the word “shall” on the second line, and 
insert the word “may.” Strike out all after 
the word “elect’’ on line five. 


The resolution as amended reads as follows: 

Sec. 5. All resolutions of a general char- 
acter, or propositions for changes in this con- 
stitution may be sent by delegates-elect or the 
officers of affiliated organizations to the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of Labor at 
least two weeks previous to the assembling of 
conventions. The Secretary shall have the 
same compiled and printed as a program of 
business and mailed to each delegate-elect. 

Committee report favorably. 

Concurred in. 


Your committee would further recommend 
that the incoming Executive Council be au- 
thorized and directed to codify and classify 
the constitutional provisions approved by the 


convention. 
JOHN McBRIDE, 
R. POWERS, 
JOS. F. VALENTINE, 
P. J. McGUIRE, 
J. MAHLON BARNES, Sec. 
Committee. 


Moved to adopt the report of the committee 
as a whole. 
Agreed to. 


Delegate McBride moved that the report 
of the committee as amended be adopted—and 
all existing laws inconsistent with these laws 
be hereby repealed. 

Agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS 
— CONTINUED. 


Resolution No. 153, by Delegate Dopheide: 

WHEREAS, It has come to the knowledge 
of the American Federation of Labor that many 
carriage and wagon firms of this country have 
denied their employes the short hour day, and 
the submitting of disputes to arbitration; 
therefore, 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in thirteenth annual session, that we 
condemn such an unfair spirit as has been 
manifested by the following firms in Chicago, 
Il Studebaker Bros. Manufacturing Co., 
Cc. P. Kimball & Co., C. J. Stone & Co., Wy- 
man & Murphy, and J. C. Smith, and that we 
communicate our action to such affiliated bod- 
ies as are embraced in our jurisdiction. 

Committee report favorably. 

Adopted. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Taking into consideration the vast extent 
of territory comprising the United States, we 
believe that some measures should be taken 
which would make the boycotts declared at the 
convention effective. In order to do this some 
centralization of effort must be made in the 
various localities directly interested in the sev- 
eral boycotts, as such effort as would secure 
the desired results in one location would be 
so much waste energy if applied in another; 
therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the national bodies repre- 
sented in the American Federation of Labor 
be requested to center on a few of such firms 
as can be most effectively worked upon in the 
Eastern, Middle, Southwestern and _ Pacific 
Coast states; further, 

RESOLVED, That the Secretaries be in- 
structed to forward names of such firms to the 
trade papers which in their judgment will be 
most effective in the dissemination of such 
news as will tend to accomplish the end in 
view. 

W. N. MARDEN, 
LOUIS NASH. 
CHAS. F. REICHERS, 
CHAS. F. BECHTOLD, 
WM. NEUROTH. 

Moved to concur in report of committee. 


Agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ORGANI- 
ZATION. 

Resolution No. 28, by Delegate Wm. Ander- 
son: 

WHEREAS, There are at present connected 
with the American Federation of Labor two 
national unions claiming jurisdiction over the 
same branches of industry; be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Board be instructed to use their utmost en- 
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deavors to effect an amalgamation of these 
national unions; be it further 

RESOLVED, That should the Executive 
Council fail to bring about an amicable settle- 
gent within three months, they shall be em- 
powered to draw up a plan of amalgamation 
which shall be binding upon both national or- 
ganizations. 

Committee report favorably. 

Delegate Glackin moved to non-concur in the 
recommendation of the committee, and a vote 
being taken, was lost. 

Moved to concur in the recommendation of 
the committee. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 15, by Cleveland Central La- 
bor Union: 


RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
Central Labor Union submit to the President 
of the American Federation of Labor a propo- 
sition for endorsement of The Cleveland Citi- 
zen, published by the Central Labor Union, as 
official organ of the American Federation of 
Labor, on such terms as may %, agreed upon 
by the next convention of the Federation, to 
be held in Chicago, December, 1893, providing 
that twenty- five per cent of the receipts ac- 
cruing to The Citizen through the aforesaid 
endorsement be paid into the treasury of the 
American Federation of Labor; further pro- 
vided, that the Federation be responsible only 
for the announcements, articles, etc., that may 
be presented for publication by the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor, 
and that the policy of the paper be continued 
as outlined by the Central Labor Union. 

Committee recommend reference to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

Agreed to. 


Resolution No. 17, by United Garment Work- 
ers, on an official organ of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

The subject matter being covered by previous 
resolution, the committee recommend that it be 
placed on file. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 130, by Delegate Dennis: 

WHEREAS, The bane of every mechanic 
and the one principal cause of defeat of almost 
every movement of the city workers for just 
conditions is the unending flow of unorganized 
country ‘ci into the already overcrowded 
cities; and, 

WHE RE AS, The above fact has become so 
notoriously the case that many trades no 
longer advertise a strike. 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of this 
convention that still greater efforts be called 
for on the part of our Executive Officers and 
all affiliated national and international unions, 
to correct this evil, and more thoroughly solid- 
ify the ranks of labor by organizing all such 
workers into local labor unions under the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee report favorably. 

Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 123, by Delegate Loefler, on 
pans organizations detrimental to organized 
labor. 


Withdrawn by consent of the author. 
Agreed to. 
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Resolution No. 132, by Delegate Bechtold: 

WHEREAS, A _ vast number of German- 
speaking members of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are unable to read the English 
printed proceedings of the convention, the Na- 
tional Union of the United Brewery Workmen 
of the United States kindly requests that the 
incoming Executive Council be instructed to 
have a sufficient number of the proceedings 
printed in the German language. 

_ Committee recommend reference to Execu- 
tive Council. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution Nb. 134, by Delegate Coughlin: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, through its organizer, use every ef- 
fort at its command to organize the tanners 
and curriers of this country; to urge them to 
affiliate with the United Brotherhood of Tan- 
ners and Curriers of America. 

Committee report favorably. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 21, by Delegate Brettell: 

WHEREAS, In view of the many disastrous 
strikes of the past two years, wherein labor has 
met with defeat after defeat, it would seem 
that experience would teach us that labor must 
adopt a new plan of campaign whereby the 
different branches of labor may be_ brought 
nearer together and consolidate our forces, so 
that we may take concerted action instead of 
frittering away our strength fighting single- 
handed as we have done in the past; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That a special committee be 
appointed to draft some plan whereby labor 
may be more successful in gaining a fair share 
of the wealth that labor has create 

Committee return without recommendation. 

Delegate M. B. McCarthy moved that it be 
referred to the Executive Council. 

Agreed to. 


Resolution No. 16, by International Furni- 
ture Workers: 

A decided stand should be taken against the 
publication of so many new local trade jour- 
nals, but on the other hand the amalgamation 
of existing national trade journals should be 
enccuraged. 

Committee report favorably. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 139, by Delegate Metcalf: 

RESOLVED, That the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor be located in a 
more central locality. 

Committee report without recommendations. 

Delegate Prescott moved to postpone indefi- 
nitely. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 155, by Delegate H. Miller: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be and is hereby empowered to appoint 
two general organizers for the southern states 
to assist in the more thorough organization of 
all the allied crafts and the extensive and gen- 
eral Senmaiien of local federal labor unions 
under the American Federation of Labor laws; 
and further, Jere Dennis, of Birmingham, Ala., 
and Jerome Jones, of Nashville, Tenn., are re- 
spectfully submitted as being peculiarly suit- 
able for such work. 
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RESOLVED, That the compensation of such 
general organizers be $2 per day and necessary 
expenses, and that it shall be their duty to ap- 
point assistant organizers with similar com- 
pensation to assist in the work, the incoming 
Executive Council to appropriate such an 
amount as they deem fit to put these resolu- 
tions into effect. 

Committee recommend reference ta, the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


Agreed to. 





The committee would recommend that the 
delegates and the incoming Executive Council 
do all in their power to organize, perfect and 
solidify the labor organizations of America. 

T. J. GRIFFIN, Chairman, 

WM. C. POMEROY, 

J. J. BYRON 

HENRY MILLER, a 

PHIL A. HOFHER, Sec’y. 
Committee. 

Moved to adopt report of committee as a 
whole. 

Agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRIEV- 
ANCES. 

Resolution No. 149, by Delegate Marthaler: 

WHEREAS, The Brewers’ Association have 
refused to buy union cooperage exclusively; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Coopers’ Inter- 
national Union, in convention assembled, in- 
struct our delegate to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to do all in his power to place 
a boycott on the product of the above named 
association until such time as they will make 
contracts with the union coopers of Milwaukee 
and elsewhere to use nothing but union 
stamped and labeled cooperage. . . 

Moved to refer to incoming Executive Coun- 
cil. 

Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 151, by Delegate Marthaler: 

That the delegate to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be instructed to do all in his 
power to have legislation passed that all coop- 
erage done in breweries, such as_ repairing, 
trimming and driving beer kegs should be 
done by members of the Coopers’ International 
Union. 

Committee recommends reference to Execu- 
tive Council. 

Concurred in. 

We, your committee, recommend that the 
3rewers’ International Union be requested to 
recognize and support, so far as possible, the 
union stamp of Coopers’ International Union, 
and that the final adjustment be referred to 
the two bodies. 

DANIEL KEEFE, 
c. J. ANDERSON, 
R. CE a eal 
JOHN GRE 
SAMUEL ROSS. 


Committee report reference to the two bod- 
ies involved. 

Concurred in. 

On the protest of Delegate James Duncan, 
of the Baltimore Federation of Labor, asking 
for the revocation of charter of Musical Un- 
ion No. 6061, American Federation of Labor, 


the following majority and minority reports 
were presented by the Committee on Griev- 
ances: 


MAJORITY REPORT. 


In the case of Baltimore Federation of La- 
bor against the Musical League of Baltimore, 
Maryland, find that the charter granted to the 
later-named body by the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor was un- 
warranted. We would therefore recommend 
that the charter of No. 6061 be revoked, and 
that the credentials issued to EK. A. Drach be 
not accepted, but that he be allowed the priv- 
ileges of the floor of this convention without 
a vote. The committee are not actuated in 
this course by any animosity to Union. No. 
6061, but believe that an amiable settlement 
can sooner be reached by revoking their char- 
ter, and recommending that the Baltimore Fed- 
eration of Labor exert itself in a _ friendly 
manner to unite members of No. 6061, with the 
saltimore Musical League. 

IANIEL KEEFE, 
R. C. LONGSDON, 
SAMUEL ROSS, 
JOHN GREEN, 


MINORITY REPORT, 


I, a member of the Grievance Committee, 
submit the following recommendations: 

First—That we demand that the Baltimore 
Federation of Labor admit to its councils Lo 
cal Union No. 17, National League of Musi- 
cians, of the United States of America (6061, 
American Federation of Labor.) 

Second—That the Baltimore Federation of 
Labor use its good offices to effect an amicable 
settlement between Local Union No. 17, Na- 
tional League of Musicians, of the United 
States of America (6061, American Federation 
of Labor), and the Baltimore Musical Union. 

Failing to arrive at an amicable settlement, 
the Baltimore Federation of Labor shall ex- 
clude from its council the Baltimore Musical 
Union, under penalty of being denied repre- 
sentation in future conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor. c ANDERSON. 


Delegate Dernell moved to refer to Execu- 
tive Council and be held in abeyance until af- 
ter the meeting of the National Musical Union 
in May next. 

First Vice-President McGuire called to the 
chair. 

After a lengthy debate the motion to refer 
to the Executive Council prevailed. 

Delegate Hofher moved to continue in ses- 
sion until all business before the convention 
was concluded. 

Agreed to. 

Moved to adopt the report of the Griev- 


‘ance Committee as a whole. 


Agreed to. 

Delegate Drummond asked the privilege to 
introduce a resolution, which was granted, and 
reads as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the thirteenth annual 
convention of the American Federation of La- 
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bor hereby expressed its thanks to the labor 
organizations of Chicago, and especially to the 
Committee of Arrangements, for the splendid 
banquet and other arrangements which have 
helped to faciltate the business, and for the 
heartv welcome and entertainment tendered 
the visiting delegates. 

RESOLVED, That we appreciate the fair, 
impartial and full reports accorded us by the 
press, and return thanks to the labor reporters 
thereof and forgive the artists who have 
worked off old stock cuts as likenesses of the 
delegates. 

Unanimously adopted. 


Resolution No. 152, by 
direct after 
ferred to the Executive Council. 

The special com- 
mittee of three of this body appointed to wait 


Delegate Nash, on 


taxation, was, some debate, re- 


communication from the 


[1893 


upon the Western Wheel Works was read and 
referred to the *Executive Council. 

McBride moved to refer all un- 
finished business to the Executive Council and 
that the convention adjourn sine die. 


Delegate 


After a few pleasantries on the part of the 
“Auld Lang Syne” 
by the entire delegation and a short address 


delegates, the singing of 
by President Gompers, extending his most cor- 
support of all to 
build up the trade union movement, the con. 
vention adjourned at 12:15 P. M., to meet at 


dial wishes for the united 


Denver, Col., Monday, December 10, 1894. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, Pres. 
CHRIS. EVANS, Secretary. 
P. J. MAAS, Asst. Secretary. 

















PROGRAMME OF BUSINESS. 


Thirteenth Annual Convention 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


By Delegate John B. Lennon, Journeymen 
Tailors’ Union of America. 


ARTICLE V. 
The 


shall consist of a 


Section 1. officers of the Federation 
President, three Vice-Presi- 
dents and a Secretary-Treasurer, to be elected 
by the Convention. 

The shall 


power to make loans to affiliated Unions, upon 


Sec. 2. Executive Council have 
application of the proper officers of such Un- 
good 
shall be 


made for a longer period than six months, but 


ions. No loans shall be made without 


and sufficient surety, and no loans 
the Executive Council shall have the power to 
extend the time of any loan for a second period 
of six months, but no longer. 

Sec. 3. During the absence of either the 
President or Secretary from the office of the 
A, F. of L., the officer remaining in 
ot the Office shall 


shall transact all business coming to the office 


charge 
General have power and 
usually transacted by the officer absent. 

By Delegate William B. Prescott, Interna- 
tional Typographical Union. 

To amend Section 2, Article 7, of the Con- 
stitution by adding the following: 

It shall also prepare and present to the Con- 
vention in printed form a concise statement of 
details leading up” to approved and pending 
boycotts, and no indorsement for a_ boycott 
shall be considered by the Convention except 
it has been so reported upon by the Executive 
Council. 


By Delegate Henry Weismann, Journeymen 
Bakers’ and Confectioners’ International Union 
of America. 

Amend Section 3, Article 4, as follows: 

No delegate shall be entitled to vote or voice 
in the Convention who represents an organiza- 


tion affiliated either directly or through its lo- 
cals with a local central body of labor organi- 
zations in which a suspended or seceding local 
of a National or International Union is repre- 
sented that is connected with this Federation. 

Repeal Section 6, Article 4, and substitute 
the following: 

No delegate shall be entitled to voice or vote 
in the Convention who is not actively employed 
in the trade he or she represents, except such 
delegates who are general officers of such or- 
ganization. 

By Council of Trades and Labor Unions, De- 
troit, Mich, 

It shall be the duty of the President of the 
A. F. of L. to supply semi-annually to all affili- 
ated central bodies, as well as to all National 
or International Unions, a list of addresses of 
secretaries of bodies as well as the 
of L. 
Preamble. 
ing necessary for the 


central 
organizers of the A. F. 

Amendment to -Organization be- 
amelioration and _ final 
emancipation of labor, for this reason we have 
organized the A. F. of L. But the final eman- 
from slavery can 
complished through the 


cipation wage only be ac- 


inde- 
wage 


economic and 


pendent political organization of the 

workers. 
Article 3, Strike out 

annually and insert instead biennially. 
Article 5, Add after the 


Convention shall be 


Section 3. first line 


Section 5. word 
“and no one eligible to 
more than two terms in 
dent.” 

Amendment to Article 4, Section 1. No 
delegate shall be entitled to a representative 
seat in the Convention who is not actively em- 
ployed at the trade he or she represents, ex- 


succession as Presi- 


cept such delegates are officers of organizations 
favoring government 
graph. 


ownership of the tele- 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


By Delegate Jas. Brettell, Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Iron and Steel Workers of the 
United States. 

WHEREAS, All men are created equal and 
are endowed by their Creator with certain in- 
alienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness; and, 

WHEREAS, Many unscrupluous manufac- 
turers and corporations, who appear to have 
lost all sense of honor and justice, are seeking 
to deprive their employes of that right which 
they demand for themselves, the right to or- 
ganize; thus depriving them of that liberty as 
set forth in the Declaration of Independence; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Many employers of labor are 
demanding that their employes sign away their 
liberty, by signing what is known as an “iron 
clad,” thus forcing them into slavery, with 
starvation in many cases as the alternative, 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be and is hereby 
authorized to take the necessary steps to form- 
ulate a bill and get the same before the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania and other States where 
the interests of labor demand it, to the end 
that it shall be unlawful for any individual, 
or member of any firm, or agent, officer in 
employ of any company or corporation to pre- 
vent employes from forming, joining and be- 
longing to any lawful labor organization, and 
any such individual, member, agent, officer or 
employe that coerces or attempts to coerce em- 
ployes by discharging or threatening to dis- 
charge from their employ, or the employe of 
any firm, company or corporation, because of 
their connection with such lawful organization, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof in any court of competent 
jurisdiction shall be fined in any sum not less 
than $50.00 (fifty dollars) for each offense or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or 
both, in the discretion of the court. And, be 
it further, 

RESOLVED, That we pledge our influence 
and votes to make the same a law. 


By Delegate Jas. Brettell, Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Iron and Steel Workers of the 
United States. 

WHEREAS, Labor is the creator of capital, 
we believe that labor should be placed on an 
equality with capital before the law, and, 

WHEREAS, Labor is compelled to treat or 
negotiate with the representatives of capital 


in fixing a price for labor, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, ‘1nat the Federation of Labor 
take the necessary steps through their Presi- 
dent to formulate a bill and get the same be- 
fore the different state legislatures, making it 
obligatory on the part of corporations and the 
representatives of capital to treat and nego- 
tiate with the representatives of labor in con- 
ference or otherwise, in the settlement of 
wages, disputes and in other matters when their 
services are called for, and that we pledge 
our influence and votes irrespective of party 
to get the principles herein set forth incorpor- 
ated into law. 


By Central Labor Union, Cleveland, Ohio. 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Cen- 
tral Labor Union submit to the President of 
the American Federation of Labor a_ proposi- 
tion for endorsement of The Cleveland Citizen, 
published by the Central Labor Union, as offi- 
cial organ of the A. F. of L., on such terms 
as may be agreed upon by the next conven 
tion of the Federation to be held in Chicago, 
Deceinber, 1893, providing that 25 per cent of 
the receipts accruing to The Citizen through 
the aforesaid endorsement be paid into the 
treasury of the A, F. of L.; further provided, 
that the Federation be responsible only for the 
announcements, articles, etc., that may be pre- 
sented for publication by the Executive Board 
of the A. F. of L., and that the policy of the 
paper be continued as outlined by the C. L. U. 

By Delegate John B. Lennon, Journeymen 
Tailors’ Union of America. 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. has, in con- 
vention assembled, declared in favor of the 
referendum system of legislation, a legal eight 
hour work day, and the nationalization of rail- 
roads and telegraphs, and, 

WHEREAS, The above declaration of prin- 
ciples can only be secured through political 
action, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to the 
thirteenth annual convention of the A, F. of 
I... hereby pledge ourselves to support and 
vote only for such political party or parties as 
declare in their National and State~ platforms 
in favor of the principles above recited, and 
we further pledge ourselves to urge upon the 
members of our respective Unions that they 
also refuse to support any political party that 
does not advocate the principles herein named. 

RESOLVED, That all outstanding indebted- 
ness due the A. F. of L,. by affiliated organiza- 
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tions for loans advanced and for assessments 
levied prior to January 1, 1893, be and are 
hereby canceled, and the amounts donated to 
the respective Unions. 

By Delegate John Green, Machine Wood 
Workers’ International Union. 

RESOLVED, That we, as organized labor 
of the United States of America, through the 
central 
body, do hereby demand of the Government of 


Federation of Labor, our recognized 
the United States that the Geary Law be en- 
forced strictly to the letter for the following 
reasons: 

First, because the Chinese are brought to this 
as the 

until 

their 
Second, because they are a degraded 
people, and bring with them nothing but filth, 
vice and efforts to elevate 
them to a higher standard have proven futile. 
Third, because they 


country as slaves by what are known 





Six Companies, and are held as_ such 
the stipulated 


freedom. 


price has been paid for 


disease, and all 


owe no allegiance to this 
country, and are simply here for gain, and are 
depriving two hundred thousand true and loyal 
Americans from 
Fourth, 

graded a 


earning an _ honest 
they, the Chinese, 
part of our people on the 
a degree that pub- 
lished in detail the American people would, in 
their just and anger, sweep them 
off the Fifth, because it 
cannot be denied that thousands of our people 


living. 
because have de- 
Pacific 
coast to such could it be 
righteous 
face of the earth. 


are today afflicted with a private and loathsome 


disease contracted from this accursed race. 
This disease and their accursed opium habit 


have got a strong foothold in this country, and 
is gradually spreading throughout the 
length and breadth of the same. 
fore, further 

RESOLVED, That we ask all true Ameri- 
cans to stand by us and assist us in bringing 
this matter before the Government and the peo- 


entire 
Be it, there- 


ple, so that we may get rid of this curse that 
is sapping the very life of our nation. 
By Delegate Henry 
Bakers and Confectioners’ International Union. 
WHEREAS, The bakeshops in the large cit 
ies of every state of the country are, with but 





Weismann, Journeymen 


few exceptions, in a most unsanitary and filthy 
damp and miasma 
and 
welfare of the 
these 


condition, being located in 
breeding cellars and subcellars; 
WHEREAS, The 


men employed in 


journey- 
haunts of vermin, as 
well as that of the consumers of the articles 
produced therein, the public in general, is 
thereby greatly impaired, be it 

RESOLVED, 


attention of the factory inspection departments 


That this convention call the 
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of the states and the health departments of the 
cities wherein bake- 
shops abound, to the necessity of guarding the 
health of the toilers and the community at 
large by causing such changes to be made in 


these pestilence-breeding 


the location and construction of bakehouses as 
will protect the hygienic and moral interests 
of the people; be it further 

RESOLVED, That we call the attention ef 
the legislatures of the states in question to the 
New Jersey Factory Act, Sections 13 and 14, 
as being worthy of emulation, however, with 
an additional provision that hereafter no bake- 
houses and shops shall be constructed in base- 
The present Act 


ments, cellars or subcellars. 


reads as follows: 


NEW JERSEY FACTORY ACT, SECTIONS 13 AND 14. 


“Section 13. And be it enacted, that no cel- 
lar room or place shall be occupied as a bake- 
house which is less than one-half of its height 
above the level of the street, footway, or 
ground adjoining the same, unless the follow- 
ing regulations are complied with: First, no 
water-closet, earth-closet, privy or ash-pit shall 
be within or communicate directly with the 
bakehouse; second, no drain or pipe for carry- 
ing off sewerage or other impure matter shall 
have an opening within a bakehouse, unless 
such drain or pipe be tapped with a six-inch 
water seal, both within and without the wall 
of the bakehouse and have a ventilating pipe of 
one-half of the size of drain pipe between the 
wall and the outer trap, and which ventilating 
pipe shall run two feet above the roof of the 
building. 

“Sec. 14. And be it enacted, that the sleep- 
ing places for workmen and other employed in 
bakehouses shall be separate and distinct from 
places used for the making of bread.” 

WHEREAS, The 


confectioners of San 











journeymen bakers and 


Francisco are still forced 
to work seven days per week, and 
WHEREAS, After years of serious struggles 
on the part of the California to 
Sunday they 
have been successful in passing a law in the 


bakers of 
abolish work in San Francisco, 
for a 


day of rest per week for all toilers whose vo- 


last legislature of the state, providing 


cation does not necessitate labor on Sunday, 


and 
WHEREAS, 


have combined to defeat the aforesaid law in 


A number of employing bakers 


the courts of the state by a denial of its con- 
stitutionality, causing the workingmen a great 
deal of trouble and expense, and be it there- 
fore 

RESOLVED, That this heartily 
endorse the movement of the bakers for a day 
of rest and 


convention 
highly approve of the wise and 
just action of the 
furthermore 


California legislature, and 


does declare most emphatically 
that the law enacted is in strict keeping with 
of all that 


good number is 


that greatest constitutional truths, 


the greatest for the greatest 
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the aim and end of all good and popular gov- 
ernment, the present system of overwork un- 
der which the bakers of San Francisco are suf- 
fering being detrimental to the public welfare 
from a hygienic as well as a moral point of 
view, and being contrary to the dignity and 
standard of free and honest American labor. 

We, therefore, sincerely hope that the Supe- 
rior Court of the city of San Francisco, where 
an appeal case of the employers is now pend- 
ing with a view of having the law declared in- 
valid, will uphold the act of the legislature and 
thus secure to the journeymen bakers a part 
of that social justice and welfare of which they 
have so long been deprived; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. pledge 
every assistance at its command to obtain this 
end. 

By International Furniture Workers’ Union 
of America. 

1. RESOLVED, That in the future no pro- 
fessional politician be appointed an organizer 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

2. That convention shall take proper steps to 
inaugurate an independent political movement 
of the working classes of this country. 

3. A decided stand should be taken against 
the publication of so many new local trade 
journals, but on the other hand the amalgama- 
tion of existing national trade journals should 
be encouraged. 

4. The convention should also take a de- 
cided stand against the many internal fights 
among affiliated organizations in certain locali- 
ties, as for instance the constant contests of 
the carpenters of New York City as well as in 
3oston, Mass., against the cabinetmakers and 
painters, and instruct the Executive Council 
to exert its authority whenever such trouble 
arise. 

5. The loan advanced by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to the International Furni- 
ture Workers’ Union be canceled. 

By Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ National 
Alliance, John Mee, President. 

WHEREAS, Local central bodies, such as 
the Central Labor Federation of New York, 
have time and again accepted and even invited 
local trade unions into their organizations, re- 
gardless of the harm they may be inflicting 
upon the general movement of trade unions, 
and 

WHEREAS, The final outcome of their ill- 
considered welcome of new and untried, or as 
under circumstances old and discredited trade 
unions who have in the past, instead of ful- 
filling their time-honored obligation of fur- 
thering the cause of united labor, turned dead 


and straight against their too confident and 
simple-minded constituents, betraying their in- 
terests into the hands of their heriditary ene- 
mies and natural antagonists, be it 

RESOLVED, That (a) the A. F. of L., be 
requested to force all local unions of whose 
trade there is a National or International Un- 
ion or Alliance affiliated with the A. F. of L,. 
in existence, to join such National or Inter- 
national Union or Alliance. 

(b) To request and under circumstances 
force each National or International Alliance 
or Union affiliated with the A. F. of L,. that 
has affiliated with it any local union, which in 
direct contradiction of all or any laws of trade 
unonism continues and adheres as an affiliated 
member of any local central organization or 
body which is directly or in any way involved,, 
or maintaining any fight or antagonism against 
either the A. F. of L., or any National or In- 
ternational Union or Alliance affiliated with the 
A. F. of L., to the extent of either employing 
or recognizing men or organizations declared 
as scabs, or scab organizations by such Na- 
tional or International Unions or Alliances. 

(c) To withdraw and annul all charters to 
such local bodies as would after due notification 
of such National or International Union or 
Alliance continue to remain affiliated with such 
unfraternal and stubborn local central organi- 
zation. 


By Delegate William B. Prescott Interna- 
tional Typographical Union. 

WHEREAS, The telegraph, like the postal 
system, is a nieans for the dissemination of 
intelligence among the people, and one which 
in its earliest history was constructed, owned 
and operated under the supervison of officers 
of the Government; and 

WHEREAS, Since its passage from public 
to private control it has grown to be one of 
the most odious and tyrannical monopolies with 
which the people are afflicted, which extorts 
from an unwilling, helpless and long suffering 
public dividends on four and five times its real 
value, and the management of which is noto- 
riously inefficient, expensive and demoralizing; 
and 

WHEREAS, The International Typograph- 
ical Union, an organization forming part of 
this body, at its last session unanimously re- 
solved on an aggressive movement in favor of 
restoration to governmental ownership and 
control of the telegraphic systems of the coun- 
try; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, representing the organized trade and 
labor unions of the United States, that in tak- 
ing this stand the International Typographical 
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Union has the cordial and earnest support of 
this body and of the various organizations of 
which it is composed; and be it further 
RESOLVED, ‘that the President of this 
Federation be directed immediately on adjourn- 
ment of this session, to communicate with all 
the various International, National and Central 
Labor Unions, and also with all state and local 
federations, entitled to representation in this 
body, informing them of this action, in order 
that each may impress upon senators and repre- 
sentatives in Congress the necessity for the 
speedy enactment of this measure of reform 
into law; and that said International, National 
and Central Labor Unions and State and Local 
Federations be requested to appoint subcom- 
mittees to co-operate with and place themselves 
in communication with the I. T. U. committee 
at Washington; and be it still further 
RESOLVED, That we, the delegates present 
at this session, pledge ourselves, on returning 
to our homes, to inaugaurate an energetic cam- 
paign in furtherance of this measure, not only 
among our respective organizations, but also 
in the communities in which we live, and that 
our best efforts will be directed to compass the 
defeat of all candidates for legislative positions, 


national and state, who will not unqualifiedly 
pledge themselves to support government own- 
ership and operation of the telegraph. 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions, signed by the President and Secretary 
and attested by the seal of this Federation, be 
forwarded to the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives at the 
national capital. 


By United Garment Workers of America. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has developed to that stage where its im- 
portant and varied interests require an official 
organ that will properly record the work and 
represent the interests of the many affiliated 
organizations, therefore 

RESOLVED, That this convention author- 
ize the incoming Executive Council to make 
the necessary arrangements to publish such a 
journal, to be conducted under the supervision 
of the Executive Council. 

Submitted to the 13th annual convention of 
the American Federation of Labor by the 
United Garment Workers of America. 














